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INTRODUCTORY 


T THE annual meeting of the Past Grand Matrons and 

Past Grand Patrons Association in 1945, Brother James 1. 
Phelps, Past Grand Patron of 1927, suggested that as a His- 
: : = g tory of the Order of the 
Eastern Star of Oklahoma 
had never been compiled 
and, that those members 
who were conversant with 
many of the early day 
facts were fast passing 
and soon it would be 
nearly impossible to have 
a record of past achieve- 
ments. He proposed that 
the Past Grand Matrons 
and Past Grand Patrons 
Association introduce a 
resolution in the Grand 
Chapter to authorize an 
amount for research and 
that Sisters Annette B. 
Ehler, Mary E. Seaman, 
Mary C. Alverson and Re- 
becca M. Swain, Past 
| Grand Matrons, be named 
a committee to write, edit and publish a History of the 
Order of the Eastern Star from the organization of the first 
Chapter in 1879 to the present time. The Grand Chapter 
adopted the resolution. 


The failing health and passing of Sisters Annette B. 
Ehler, Rebecca Swain and Mary C. Alverson left only Mary 
E. Seaman of the original committee, and at the 1951 Session 
of Grand Chapter Sister Mabel Charles Sherin and Sister 
Grace Marlow, Past Grand Matrons, were appointed to com- 
plete the committee and with the assistance of the Grand 
Secretary, proceed with the publication. 


In selecting a name for this publication, it was agreed 
that “History” covered only authenticated facts and, while 
it was possible from our research to give much “history” 
there were many incidents in the early organization that did 
add much to the advancement of the Order; therefore the 
title selected was “The Legend of the Order of Eastern Star 
of Oklahoma.” 


PREFACE 


O GIVE A clear and concise report of the origin of the 

Order of the Eastern Star in Oklahoma and the subse- 
quent highlights of its progress through the years, number- 
ing nearly three quarters of a century, is a difficult assign- 
ment. 

None of the original members are with us now, and 
even those relatives and friends who are here have vague 
recollections of the methods used by which the Order spread 
throughout the sparsely settled communities of the Indian 
Territory. 

Many stories that were brought to our attention have 
been verified by reviewing records of the Order and of the 
State Historical Society and even Federal Postal Regulations. 
Other stories we have gleaned from diaries, letters and tra- 
ditions, which we think give material support to many 
developments of the Order. Having drawn on every source 
available and following many leads or clues which were 
brought to our attention, we have narrated the ideas and 
plans of those Pioneers of the Order. 


They had no thought of self-aggrandizement, but only 
cheerful companionship and social enjoyment and promul- 
gating the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, 
and from our research we find they taught and practiced 
charity, truth and loving kindness. 


They overcame such obstacles as “bad roads, inconveni- 
ence of meeting places, lack of quorum, small membership 
and no assistance in interpretation of the Esoteric and Rit- 
ualistic work,” yet they advanced the theories and practices 
until today we are a great organization, statewide, promoting 
the culture which we approve. 


To those great stout-hearted Pioneers we dedicate this 
Legend. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 


T IS CLAIMED, by some, that Adoptive Masonry was first 
instituted in Russia in 1712, as an Order in honor of 
Czarina Catherina and did exist under the title of “Saint 
Catherine.” It was not recognized by Masons as an Order 
and existed for only a short time. There were several or- 
ganizations in France and England in the 17th Century 
known as Adoptive Masonry, some of which had the approval 
of the Masonic Organizations of their countries. 


There was supposed to be in existence in France, for a 
time, one such, which provided Rules and Regulations hay- 
ing four degrees and later adding a fifth. 


The first degree was preparatory; the second was sym- 
bolic of the Garden of Eden; the third, symbolic of the Tower 
of Babel; the fourth represented the Masonic Temple in the 
Wilderness and the fifth was “Female Elect.” 

Only Ladies of the Peerage belonged and at one of the 
meetings of one of these Adoptive Masonry Lodges, a recep- 
tion was held for Benjamin Franklin when he was American 
Ambassador to the Court of France in 1778. 

Empress Josephine presided at a meeting in Straasburg 
in 1805. 

Lady Morgan received the degrees in 1819 in Paris and 
Madame ‘Caeser Moreau held the highest office in Adoptive 
Masonry in Jerusalem in 1819. 


Although the French Adoptive Masonry was never ac- 
cepted in this country, it is said that Albert Pike translated 
and enlarged it for use of Scottish Rite bodies. 

There were several honorary degrees adopted in a 
number of States similar to the French Adoptive Masonry. 

These were known as “Mason’s Wife” conferred on Ma- 
sons’? wives and daughters, “Knights and Heroines of Jeri- 
cho” and “Good Samaritan” were conferred on Royal Arch 
Masons’ wives and daughters. 


William Leigh, Past Grand Master of Alabama, published 
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a manual, “The Ladies of Masonry,” in 1821 but it was not 
in existence for long. Not one of these degrees was any 
part of the Order of the Eastern Star but they may have fur- 
nished the idea for Robert Morris of Kentucky, who per- 
fected an idea which developed into “The Order of the East- 
ernistar.” 


There was an organization known as “American Adopt- 
ive Rite’ which had Constellations and Supreme Constella- 
tions, with the members called ‘‘Stellae.” 


Dr. Morris was the Supreme Luminary and Robert Mc- 
Coy of New York was Finance and Supreme Recorder. 


A Constellation required five members of Master Masons 
and five of their female relatives, together with the officers 
and not more than twenty-five of each. 


The Supreme Constellation existed for a short time only, 
as it had no aims, no purposes and no legal authority, leaving 
the finances and supplies in the hands of Robert McCoy, and 
so diligently had the organizers worked that there were 
fifty-five Charters granted by 1855. 

While this organization was rapidly growing, Dr. Morris 
wrote what was known as “The Mosaic Book,” with officers 
defined as Brothers Helion, Philomath, Verger, Herald and 
Warder and Sisters Luna, Flora, Hebe, Thesis and Areme. 

Helion was the impersonation of Jephthah, with the 
symbol a Lion; Philomath the impersonator of Boaz, with 
the symbol a Coiled Snake; Verger, impersonator of Ahas- 
auerus, with the symbol a Raven; Herald, impersonator of 
St. John, with the symbol an Eagle; Warder, keeper of the 
portals, with the symbol a Dove. 

Sister Luna, representing Adah, symbol Violets; 

Flora representing Ruth, symbol Sunflower; 

Hebe representing Esther, symbol Lilies; 

Thesis representing Martha, symbol Pine Branch with 
Cones; 

Areme representing Electa, symbol Roses. 

There was a Mosaic Chart with emblems on the border 


consisting of five Stars in a Blue Circle, Gavel, Heart, Perfect 
Ashlar, Sun and Ring. All had symbolic meaning. 


There was a ceremony for initiation, including lessons, 
secrets and lectures. 


The final admonition to the brief, intricate ceremony 
was to cultivate cheerfulness, constancy, delicacy, discretion 
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and faith, after which she was presented a small Bible and 
given the “Grasp” and a “Hail Sign.” 


During this time, Robert McCoy of New York, a con- 
temporary of Dr. Morris who was a very prolific writer and 
the owner of a publishing company, wrote several rituals, 
constantly changing them until there was no uniformity of 
work. While recuperating from an accident in 1856, Dr. 
Morris published a ritual which was used for about ten years. 


The lessons were taken from the Bible and given names 
of women of the Bible. The ideas were unchanged, although 
the titles of the officers and the wording of the lectures were 
changed. 


Dr. Morris tells about writing of the degrees, timing them 
so they would not be too long and rewriting them when he 
found they were too dramatic and required talent for ex- 
emplifying them. 

Rob Morris conferred the degrees for a time, using the 
Cabalistic Word and the Cabalistic Motto that had been used 
in the Constellation. 


The degrees became so popular that it became necessary 
for him to delegate other Master Masons to confer them and 
in 1860 he started organizations of “Families of Eastern 
Star,” using these ideas and esoteric work as well as the old 
form of Charters. Dr. Morris travelled extensively and or- 
ganized many Families and left with the Patrons of these 
Families a sixteen-page folder entitled, ‘“‘Esoteric of the East- 
ern Star Confidentially Communicated for the Instruction of 
Patrons and Deputy Grand Patrons,” which contained in- 
structions in the proper mode of recognition, the signs and 
passes, cabalistic word and cabalistic motto and the dis- 
tress sign. 


In the folder was found these remarks by Rob Morris: 
- “The importance of exact uniformity in conferring the beau- 
tiful and instructive degrees of the Order of Eastern Star, 
becomes every day more and more decided as the Degrees 
become more popular. The signs and passes are more fre- 
quently put into use by those who are entitled to Masonic 
benefits. ... The object of this present circular is to impress 
forcibly upon the minds of our Patron and Deputy Grand 
Patrons this fact: that without perfect harmony the Degree 
itself is worthless, as are other so-called Ladies’ Degrees now 
in use.... I have determined from this date to recommend 
to all our Patrons and Deputy Grand Patrons the work pub- 
lished in New York in 1866 by Brother Robert McCoy, under 
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the title “Manual of Eastern Star,” as being, on the whole, 
the best guide yet prepared upon the subject. ... The col- 
ored engraving in the frontispiece answers the purpose of a 
‘Signet,’ thus saving the extra expense heretofore incurred 
for that object.” 

The colored engraving recommended for use of a Signet 
or chart, is a reproduction of a hand-painted Signet made by 
Dr. Morris’ daughter, from which lithographs were made and 
some of which are still in existence. 

This Manual of Robert McCoy was finally included in a 
published ritual, containing the Opening, Closing and Funeral 
Ceremony written by Robert McCoy, and the Initiation Cere- 
mony written by Rob Morris. ; 

It was this Ritual which was one of several used by the 
General Grand Chapter for the compilation adopted, pub- 
lished and copyrighted by them. 


ROBERT MORRIS 


THE FOUNDER OF THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 


OBERT MORRIS, the Founder of the Order of the Eastern 

Star, was born near Boston, Mass., August 31, 1818. He 
was the youngest of the family, all of whom were born in 
New York City and, shortly after his birth, the family re- 
turned to New York City. 

His parents were teachers and he, following in their 
footsteps, taught school in the Northeastern States in the early 
years of his manhood. 

Following his graduation from college, he went to Mt. 
Sylvan Academy, near Oxford, Miss., where he became Prin- 
cipal and remained for several years. 

Dr. Morris was made a Master Mason in May, 1846, in 
Oxford (Miss.) Lodge No. 33 and, from that time, he en- 
deavored in every possible way to show by his own actions 
the teachings he had received in the Masonic Order. 

He travelled and lectured on Masonry wherever he found 
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ROB (ROBERT) MORRIS 
. Founder of O.E.S. 
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members of the Order. His study of the Bible enabled him 
to use symbolism in application of Masonry, that many with 
whom he came in contact renewed their interest and Ma- 
sonry took an upward trend from the indifference into 
which it had fallen. It continued to grow and prosper until 
the beginning of the War between the States. 


Realizing that in Free Masonry, women could not be- 
come members, he gave much thought to an organization 
whereby the feminine members of the families of Masonic 
Brothers could become helpful to Masons with their co- 
operation in their efforts to relieve distress by directing 
charities and maintaining a mutual association. 


An inspiration for founding the Order of the Eastern 
Star so forcibly presented itself to him, that while confined 
to his home after an accident in 1850, he formulated his 
plans. 


He undoubtedly was the most universally known Mason 
of his day, being a member of all Masonic bodies, both York 
and Scottish Rite, and having passed through the chairs of 
all of them, wrote the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of 
Kentucky and the Grand Encampment of the Knights Tem- 
plar of the United States of America. 


While serving as president of Oldham College at La- 
grange, Kentucky, he edited numerous Masonic magazines 
and contributed to many others. Members of the Fraternity 
all over the land enjoyed his articles on history, jurispru- 
dence, philosophy and Symbolism. 


He was the author of Many poems which were set to 
music and sung as hymns, and are still used today. His most 
popular Masonic contribution was “Lights and Shadows of 
Masonry.” His best known musical poem was written after 
his return from a trip to the Holy Land and is titled “Memo- 
ries of Galilee.” In 1868 he made a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land that he might gather first hand material and inspiration 
for his Masonic writings, 


While travelling abroad he lectured in many lands and 
made the acquaintance of both peasant and crowned heads. 
On December 17, 1884, he was crowned poet laureate of 
Free Masonry, the coronation taking place in New York, 
N. Y., before many members of the Masonic Fraternity from 
over the United States of America and many foreign lands. 


A century before, Robert Burns had been crowned with 
the laurel wreath, signifying his elevation to the poet laure- 
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ateship of Masonry. This was for one poem he wrote and 
he was the first to be so crowned. 


Following his death, no one had been deemed fit to 
assume this high station until Rob Morris was so selected 
through the expressed wish of thousands of Masons through- 
out the world. 


It has been stated many times that although Rob Morris 
was the founder of the Order of Eastern Star, he did not 
belong to or never had held membership in any Chapter, re- 
search has revealed that in the report of the Most Worthy 
Grand Matron, Jennie E. Matthews, in 1886 she says: “TI vis- 
ited another Chapter under the Jurisdiction of this Body, 
Queen Esther No. 1 of Louisville, Kentucky. On my return 
from.a trip through Tennessee in April, I stopped at Louis- 
ville for a few days to visit friends. Arriving late Saturday 
evening I had not time to look up the Chapter. Monday 
afternoon, I called on Dr. Rob Morris and through him suc- 
ceeded in finding the Worthy Patron, Len Varalli, Past Emi- 
nent Commander, DeMolay Commandery No. 12, Louisville, 
Kentucky. It chanced to be the night of their regular meet- 
ing and through the courtesies of the courteous Worthy Pa- 
tron I visited the Chapter, and was vouched for by Dr. Rob 
Morris. A very pleasant feature of the evening was the 
presentation of Dr. Morris for membership into the Chapter. 
I learned since he has been accepted and initiated.” (Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter Proceedings, 1886.) 


He was united in marriage to Miss Charlotte Mendenhall 
in Oxford, Miss., and several children were born. One son, 
Robert Morris, Jr., became the Worthy Grand Patron of Ken- 
tucky and a granddaughter, Miss Ella Morris Mount, served 
as Worthy Grand Matron of Kentucky and later Grand Sec- 
retary of Kentucky and Worthy Grand Martha of the General 
Grand Chapter. 


At the Assembly of the General Grand Chapter in 1880 
a resolution was adopted naming Rob Morris as “‘Founder 
of the Order of the Eastern Star,” and designated the date of 
his birth, August 31st, as the Festal Day of the Order. 


The last quarter century of his life was spent in La- 
grange, Kentucky. He was an Elder in the Presbyterian 
Church and at times filled the pulpit in the absence of the 
regular minister. ; 


On July 31, 1888, when the news of his death was flashed 
over the telegraph wires, it caused universal grief among 


14 LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 


Masons, and many messages from different lands and in 
many languages came to the family and the Grand Lodge of 
Kentucky. 


A tall marble shaft marks his last resting place in a ceme- 
tery at Lagrange, Kentucky. This was erected by funds con- 
tributed by his Masonic Brothers from all parts of the world 
and on it is carved a replica of the emblem of the Order of 
the Eastern Star. 


THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 


HE PRINCIPAL OBJECT for organizing a General Grand 

Chapter was to obtain and maintain uniformity in the 
ritualistic work and secure permanency for the expansion 
of the “Order of the Eastern Star,’ putting it on a plane 
which could command the respect of Master Masons all over 
the world. 


Several States had formed Grand Chapters within their 
state boundaries and, with each having their own ideas, fhe 
exemplification of the Degrees needed some sytematized in- 
terpretation of the symbolic and philosophic meanings. 

Then, too, past records showed there must be some reg- 
ulation of finances to prevent personal gain. 

In 1874 Brother Willis D. Engle of Indiana began the 
movement for an organization of the General Grand Chapter, 
and after correspondence with officers and members of the 
different Grand Chapters, proposed a convention of dele- 
gates from these Grand Chapters to organize a legitimate 
Supreme Grand Chapter. 


This proposal was accepted by the Grand Chapter of 
Indiana in 1875, and their invitation was issued to all exist- 
ing Grand Chapters for a meeting to be held in Indianapolis. 


These organized Grand Chapters existed in New Jersey, 
New York, Mississippi, California, Vermont, Indiana, Con- 
necticut, Nebraska, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas, 
and of these five sent delegates and two others expressed 
their willingness to co-operate. 


16 LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 
ees 

The Convention met November 16, 1876, in Indianapolis 
and perfected an organization designated as “The General 
Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star,” with the 
Most Worthy Grand Patron the principal officer, and Brother 
John D. Vincil, Past Grand Patron of Missouri, was elected 
and Sister Elizabeth Butler, Past Grand Matron of Illinois, 
was elected Most Worthy Grand Matron. 


Other Grand Chapters subsequently joined the General 
Grand Chapter except New Jersey, New York and Scotland. 
New Jersey joined the General Grand Chapter but later with- 
drew. 


The General Grand Chapter has jurisdiction over both 
the Americas and all islands adjacent thereto, except New 
York and New Jersey, and has concurrent jurisdiction over 
Europe and Africa except the British Dominions, which are 
under the jurisdiction of Scotland. 


Each Grand Chapter is independent in enacting its own 
laws that do not conflict with General Grand Chapter Rules 
and Regulations. Each Grand Chapter controls its own 
finances and objectives. 


The General Grand Chapter issues Charters for organiza- 
tion of Subordinate Chapters within its territorial jurisdic- 
tion, except where Grand Chapters exist, and organizes 
Grand Chapters where there are five or more Subordinate 
Chapters in any state or territory petitioning for same. 


The 1949 General Grand Chapter Proceedings gives these 
Statistics: 56 Grand Chapters, 10,786 Subordinate Chapters 
with a membership of 2,003,561 in the General Grand Chap- 
ter jurisdiction, and 415 Chapters in Scotland with 181,864 
members; New York, 850 Chapters with 134,077 members: 
New Jersey, 281 Chapters with 51,935 members, making a 
total of 12,907 Subordinate Chapters with 2,371,437 members. 


The General Grand Chapter has Subordinate Chapters in 
Alaska, Bermuda, Canal Zone, China, Cuba, Guam, Hawaii, 
Japan, Mexico, Philippine Islands and Yukon Territory. The 
General Grand Chapter has exclusive jurisdiction over the 
Ritual and Secret Work. 


GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER RITUAL 


At the organization of the General Grand Chapter in 1876 
a committee was appointed to submit a Ritual. 
The Committee was composed of the following: 
John M. Mayhew, New Jersey 


LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 17 


Willis D. Engle, Indiana 

Thomas C. Ready, Missouri 
Jeremiah E. Whittaker, California 
Mrs. Elizabeth Butler, Illinois 

Mrs. Mary Comstock, Indiana 
Mrs. Mattie Yost, Missouri. 


The committee labored long in making a transcript and 
it was submitted, amended, adopted and referred to a com- 
mittee composed of Thomas M. Lamb, Massachusetts, Willis 
D. Engle, Indiana, and John M. Mayhew, New Jersey, who 
were to rearrange it and submit it to the Assembly in 1878. 


The Ritual adopted was much as it is at this time. 


The Scripture quotation during the weaving of the Laby- 
rinth was added in 1878. The winding of the Labyrinth was 
planned and proposed by Nettie B. Ransford in 1880. The 
addition of the Associate Patron was in 1928. The Worthy 
Patron’s optional lecture was written by James Gibson, Past 
Grand Patron of Missouri, and adopted in 1928. 


Changes were made in the floor work in 1928. The 
committee had access to fourteen different rituals, twelve 
of which were published before the ritual that Robert McCoy 
claimed to have written and copyrighted and threatened to 
sue the General Grand Chapter for infringement, but records 
proved that this ritual was an abstract of many which had 
been compiled, so was not a copy of any one ritual. 


The changes and additions were made as time and con- 
ditions demanded. The General Grand Chapter meets tri- 
ennially at such date and place selected at its last Assembly. 


The General Grand Chapter adopted a Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations providing for its powers and preroga- 
tives, titles of officers, term of office, authority of Grand 
Chapters, vesting its legislation in a jurisprudence commit- 
tee, control of charters and also all funds accruing in its 
treasury. 


It owns and maintains its own offices situated in Wash- 
ington, D. C., known as the International Eastern Star Tem- 
ple. This Temple was bought by voluntary contributions 
of members all over the world. 


It is a conceded fact that the General Grand Chapter was 
established on a sound basis, as it has existed in a pro- 
gressive manner for over three-quarters of a century and 
promises a more extensive expansion, fulfilling the prophecy 
of Robert Morris “that if it has any merit, it will survive.” 


ROBERT MORRIS MEMORIAL 
Courtesy Colbert Chapter 


Motror, 
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M. ALICE MILLER 


The silver voice that we loved to hear is silent now, 
Stilled are the helpful hands, 

But we know that God will use them both 

In that wonderful Heavenly Land. 

Though we say “She is gone,” she still lives on 

In our memories, tender ana true, 

The cadence of her voice will always ring 

Our Faith and Hope to renew. 


ARY ALICE SITTON was born in Lincoln County, Mis- 
souri, and received her education in that State. She 
taught school in both Missouri and Iowa before removing 
to El Reno in 1894, where she continuously resided until her 
passing. She was a teacher in the school of El Reno for four 
years prior to her marriage to Charles R. Miller, a pharma- 
cist, who passed away in 1937. 

Sister Miller identified herself with the schools, the 
churches, Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, Order of 
the Eastern Star, and other cultural and civic organizations. 
She was actively engaged in all departments of the Methodist 
Church, as she had been a member since childhood. 


She served as president of the Board of Stewards for 
ten years, particularly interested in the choir, serving aS a 
member for fifty-one years. She served as the president of 
the local Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, vice presi- 
dent of the State Organization, and a director of the Tem- 
perance Group for thirty years. She always wore, with 
great pride, the White Ribbon Bow. 

Sister Miller was a fine parliamentarian and served 
many local and state organizations in that capacity. She 
was a very strong and forceful person and never shrank 
from any labor; no task was ever too great for her to under- 
take in the service of humanity; she served all with wisdom 
and courage. In 1936 she had the honor of being selected 


M. ALICE MILLER 
Most Worthy Grand Matron 


-1913 


1910 
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for the Oklahoma Memorial Association Hall of Fame, an 
honor which she richly deserved. 


When Mistletoe Chapter U.D. was organized May 7, 1899, 
the list of prospective members numbered sixty-five when 
only twenty-five could be chosen. M. Alice Sitton, teacher 
in the El Reno schools, was placed on the waiting list and 
was initiated July 2, 1895. She was elected Associate Matron 
September, 1896, and Worthy Matron in 1897, and served 
with Dr. Charles R. Miller, Worthy Patron, to whom she 
was married August 2, 1898. 


She was elected Grand Matron from the floor of the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory in August in 1899 and 
re-elected in 1900. She served her membership with Indian 
Territory when the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory 
was organized, as E] Reno Chapter was under that jurisdic- 
tion, but always attended the Sessions of Indian Territory 
Grand Chapter. 


Sister Miller attended the General Grand Chapter As- 
sembly in 1901 and was appointed Worthy Grand Marshal 
and in 1904 was elected Right Worthy Grand Conductress, 
in 1907 Right Worthy Associate Grand Matron and then as 
Most Worthy Grand Matron, serving from 1910 to 1913. 


Her brilliant mind, keen sense of humor and her ability 
commanded the respect of all with whom she came in con- 
tact and made her an outstanding member of the Order. 


She served on the Masonic Home Board of Control as 
the O.E.S. representative for eighteen years after being 
appointed in 1910 by Sister Jennie A. Livingston, and then 
was elected on the Masonic Charity Foundation of Okla- 
homa and served as chairman of the distributing agent of 
the Student Loan Fund. 


She was a member of the Supreme Assembly of the Order 
of Rainbow for Girls at the time of its organization in 1922 
and held the office of Supreme Charity until her passing. 
She was greatly interested in young people and gave gener- 
ously of her time and herself to their organizations in which 
she could be of service to the youth of her State. 


After a prolonged illness she entered the Gateway of 
that Path. which leads to our Eternal Home, July 23, 1949. 


The Eastern Star services were conducted in the Wesley 
Methodist Church, with the Worthy Grand Matron, Erma 
Rogers, Worthy Grand Patron, Sam S. Gill, and Past Grand 
Matrons and Past Grand Patrons participating. The Most 
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Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Eva Hamilton, attended and 
paid reverent tribute. 

We give thanks to our Heavenly Father for his priceless 
gift to us of this dear friend and for the inspiration of her 
example of loving devotion and service she rendered our 
Beloved Order. 


They do not die who leave their thoughts on some living 
page; they may pass, but the good they have wrought lives 
on from age to age. “Life is like a day with its morning, 
noontide and eventide. At the evening the shadows gather, 
the sunset has come and then a new day dawns in the 
Glorious Beyond ” 


THE REVEREND JOSEPH SAMUEL MURROW 


The Reverend Joseph S. Murrow was born in Jefferson 
County, Georgia, June 7, 1835, and died at his home in Atoka, 
Oklahoma, September 8, 1929, aged ninety-four years, three 
months and one day. 


Few men have as rich a heritage as did this young 
man and to few has come the opportunity that was his. 


The story of his life, lived without thought of personal 
gain or personal fame, tells us: His grandfather was William 
Murrow, one of Marion’s daring band of the Revolutionary 
Army. His father was a Baptist minister and directed the 
religious training and education of his son. He was edu- 
cated in the public schools and Springfield Academy in Ef- 
fington County and was licensed to preach on his graduation 
from Mercer—a Baptist University—-when he was twenty 
vears old. 


Two years afterward, in 1857, he was sent to the Indian 
Territory by the Home Missionary Board of the Baptist 
Church. He organized the first church in the Seminole 
Nation in 1861 and in all he organized more than 75 Baptist 
Churches and baptized more than 2,000 persons, most of 
whom were Indians. And it is further said of this service: 
“No measure of gold or mundane success could be applied 


to his career, yet in the life of two generations of people, 


MURROW 
in Oklahoma and Founder of O.E.S. 


THE REV. JOSEPH 8. 


Father of Masonry 


9? 


Lovingly Known as “Uncle Row 
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especially the old Indian Tribes of Oklahoma, he has exer- 
cised an influence beyond all estimates and reckonings” 
(Thoburn). 


He was always inclined to deprecate and undervalue 
his work, both religious and civil. He was appointed Con- 
federate States Indian Agent for the Seminoles in 1863, serv- 
ing the Osages, Creeks, Comanches, and Wichitas; distribu- 
ting supplies and caring for the old men, women and chil- 
dren. 


Again quoting Thoburn: “Such is the essential modesty 
and simplicity of the man who has no disposition to crave 
fame of men and leaves to a Higher Power any judgments 
of his achievements.” 


The Reverend Murrow came to the Choctaw Country in 
1867 from a short sojourn in Texas, where he had been made 
a Mason. He founded and named the town of Atoka. Like 
other life’s experiences, his Masonic membership broadened 
his field for service and incited a desire for sharing this 
newfound inspiration for higher aspirations and _ nobler 
deeds, and on July 22, 1868, he organized, under the juris- 
diction of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, a Masonic Lodge 
at Boggy Depot, Choctaw Nation. He was influential in the 
organization of the Grand Lodge of Indian Territory, served 
as its Grand Master and was the Grand Secretary for more 
than thirty years. He organized the first Council of Royal 
and Select Masters in Oklahoma and served as Grand High 
Priest of the Council until April, 1912, was for many vears 
Recorder of the Grand Commandery and was a 33° Scottish 
Rite Mason. He is known as the “Father of Masonry” in Okla- 
homa and is reverently and lovingly called “Father Murrow” 
in all Masonic circles. 


Second only to the influence of his God, Father Murrow 
recognized the importance of the influence of a good woman. 
He was married five times. His first wife was Annie Tatum, 
who lived only ten months after their marriage early in 
1857. Then in 1859 he married Clara Burns, a daughter of 
the Reverend Willis Burns, a fellow missionary. Four chil- 
dren blessed this union but only one lived to maturity, a 
daughter, Clara A. McBride, who was Grand Matron in 1891- 
1893 of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory. The Indian 
Missionary (a publication) of January, 1885, reported that 
he was married December 15, 1869, but does not give the 
name of his wife. His fourth marriage was to Miss Katrina 
Lois Elliott, a missionary teacher whom he met in his work 
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at Bacone College. His fifth wife was Mrs. Jennie Ragle, 
whom he married in 1921. : 

It is not surprising, then, that Father Murrow realized 
early in his Masonic career, the importance of the help that 
women could be to the great Masonic Fraternity in its serv- 
ice to humanity, so, on February 25, 1879, he organized the 
first Eastern Star Chapter in the Territory at Atoka. Father 
Murrow was the first Worthy Patron and was instrumental 
in the oganization and operation of the eight original Chap- 
ters and his was the guiding hand in the organization of the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory ten years later. His serv- 
ice to this organization is interwoven into its history and 
many of his constructive activities will be recorded through 
the story of its growth and influence. 

No words of ours can fittingly sum up the value of this 
great life, so from the “History of Oklahoma,” published in 
1916 by Joseph B. Thoburn, who dedicates his work to 
Joseph Samuel Murrow, we quote: 

“To that patriot, patriarch, priest and prophet—Rever- 
end Joseph Samuel Murrow, whose long and active life has 
been devoted to unselfish service to the people of Oklahoma, 
who has been a kindly brother to his fellow man, and whose 
splendid personality, like a golden chain, serves to bind the 
present age with the long-gone era of beginning in which he 
first labored—this work is affectionately and reverently in- 
scribed.” 

In an editorial in one of the newspapers of the day, we 
read: 


“Notwithstanding that he had worked and earned the 
degree of Doctoris Divinatatis, or Doctor of Divinity, he is 
still a Bible student . .. although time has greyed his hair 
and seamed his face, he still studies the accomplishments of 
the Apostles, and still in the land of the living with his aged 
eyes turned toward the Gates Celestial is waiting and watch- 
ing, praying and longing for the coming of that radiant 
morning when Christ shall come to claim His own.” 

In a letter he wrote May 29, 1929, to Brother Thomas B. 
Frensley, whom he called his beloved son, he said: 

“Tf the weather and roads are bad I do not want you to 
come to see me on my ninety-fourth birthday June 7. If 


they are good, wife and I will be delighted to welcome you 
to dinner this year. 


My health is very poor, constantly failing but very 
happy. My good wife, very attentive, and our Father, the 
Trinity gives many blessings. ... God bless you, beloved son, 
and all your kindred. 


“Wife sends big love. 
“Affectionately, 
“Your OLp FATHER MurROW” 
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THE EIGHT ORIGINAL CHAPTERS 


ITH THE INFILTRATION of the white man into the 

domain of the Indian, with only blazed trails or post 
roads leading to the nearest Army post or a general store 
located where it might serve the most inhabitants, who 
traveled several days to reach it, man yearned for com- 
panionship. 

These early settlers were God-fearing people who tried 
to make the simple things of life beautiful, the joys of life 
impersonal, and the courtesies of life meaningful. 


After these post roads were supplanted by the railroads 
and small communities were formed, the satisfaction of this 
desire for companionship was in the promotion of educa- 
tional, cultural and spiritual activities. 


The Reverend J. S. Murrow returned from Texas where 
he had received his Masonic degrees so enthused with them 
that he organized several Masonic Lodges. So much did these 
Masonic Brothers enjoy this fraternalism that the idea became 
evident that their feminine relatives, too, would appreciate 
a Similar association. 


The Reverend Murrow consulted with a number of. la- 
dies, and Mrs. T. J. Bond invited to her home in Atoka Mrs. 
Clara Eddy, Mrs. Lizzie Hester, Mrs. Kingsbury, . Mrs. F. 
Martin of Boggy Depot, Mrs. Haden, Mrs. E. L. Hulsey of 
Limestone Gap, Mrs. Jennie Keeler, Mrs. Ainsworth of Caddo, 
Mrs. Eliza Shaw, Mr. and Mrs. Colbert, Miss Athenius Colbert 
of Colbert, and the Reverend J. S. Murrow, and all agreed 
that a Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star could be organ- 
ized and would prosper in Atoka. 


The Rev. Murrow communicated with Thomas M. Lamb, 
Most Worthy Grand Patron of the General Grand Chapter, 
who forthwith appointed the Rev. Murrow his Special Deputy 
for the purpose of organizing Chapters of the Order of the 
Eastern Star in Indian Territory, and on Feb. 25, 1879, a 
charter was issued to O-ho-yo-Hom-ma Chapter No. 1, 
A-to-ka, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory. This was the 


1st Charter of O-HO-YO-HOM-MA CHAPTER No. 1 
From General Grand Chapter 
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beginning of the Order of Eastern Star in Indian Territory. 


Could we bring you all of the many personal stories 
of the individual members of the eight original Chapters, of 
their sacrifices, their loyalty, their courage, they would 
read like the fairy tales of old, or the recordings of impossi- 
ble activities, for you must remember the lack of conveni- 
ences, of meeting places, of modes of travel. 


Since our sources of information were limited when 
you realize that nearly three-quarters of a century had 
passed, and the memory of those members in that day who 
could be contacted were fast failing, we can relate only a few. 


From the beginning of the organization of O-ho-yo-Hom- 
ma Chapter in 1879 to the time of the organization of the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory in 1889, was ten 
years filled with joys and sorrows, hardships and handicaps, 
yet every opportunity was seized and every attainment was 
a victory of earnest work and kindly deeds. 


Could we witness a panorama of their efforts, we would 
be inspired to do more to live our obligations and to teach 
its lessons, and with our advantages and conveniences ex- 
emplify the great truths taught by lessons of love and loyalty, 
faith and constancy. The difficulties which were met by 
the members of these Chapters and the success of their 
efforts are recorded in the minutes of. their meetings and 
incidents as told by some few elderly members whom we 
contacted. 


The result of the accomplishments of these and subse- 
quent Chapters after the organization of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of Indian Territory are compiled achievements of 
which the members of the Order in this great State can 
justly be proud. 


Several members of these eight original Chapters who 
not only supported the Chapters to which they belonged 
but were also instrumental in the organization of the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of the Indian Territory, were present and 


reluctant to lose the Chapters which withdrew to organize 
the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory, but willingly 
aided them, and these were present when the two Grand 
Chapters adjourned sine die, and with tears in their eves 
and a tremor in their voice arose to the occasion and exerted 
every effort to make the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State 
of Oklahoma the success it is today. 


LETTER FROM ROB MORRIS 
Courtesy Grace Marlow, P.G.M. 
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O-HO-YO-HOM-MA CHAPTER No. 1, A-TO-KA 


Ohoyohomma, a Choctaw word meaning “Red Woman,” 
was organized in Atoka (a Choctaw word meaning “a place 
of much water’) by Brother Murrow February 24, 1879, with 
a charter from the General Grand Chapter. This charter 
still hangs on the walls of Ohoyo-homa Chapter. 

This Chapter was a good example for other Chapters 
and a valuable asset it proved to be, for its interest and 
influence has continued through the years, and it has been 
outstanding in its co-operation in all projects of the Grand 
Chapter. The first Worthy Grand Matron of Indian Territory 
was Sister Mary E. McClure and two others, C’ara Murrow 
McBride and Mary Rogers, and they also have had Brother 
J. S. Murrow, Hugo Haas and Joseph G. Ralls to serve as 
Grand Patrons of Indian Territory, and many of their mem- 
bers have served as Grand Officers and Committee Members 
and Grand Representatives of other Grand Chapters near the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory and Oklahoma (State) 
Grand Chapter. 

Their interest in accumulating funds for a Masonic 
Home and their assistance were invaluable after the first 
Masonic Home was located in Atoka in 1908, and their mem- 
ber, Sister Emma Telle, served as Matron there and even 
after its removal to Darlington, closing up and leaving her 
beautiful home in order to give her assistance. 


Truly O-ho-yo-Hom-ma No. 1 has exemplified in the 
long and continued years of her existence, the five beautiful 
lessons taught by the heroines of our Order—Fidelity, Con- 
stancy, Loyalty, Faith and Love. 

Their charter members, the first of the Order in the 
Indian Territory, were Clara W. Eddy, Lizzie I. Hester, Ann 
Harlow, Eliza A. Shaw, Harriet N. Wright, W. C. Ainsworth, 
C-arina Bond, Jennie E. Keeler, E. T. Hurley, F. Martin, 
H. M. Kingsbury, A. M. Colbert, Mrs. C. E. Goodings, C. A. 
Bonton, M. Billings and J. S. Murrow. 

Officers were Czarina Bond, Worthy Matron, J. S. Mur- 
row, Worthy Patron, Lizzie I. Hester, Associate Matron. 


ANTEK-HOM-MA No. 2, McALESTER, INDIAN TERRITORY 


Pursuant to a call of the Deputy Grand Patron, Antek- 
Hom-ma Chapter, McAlester, Indian Territory, was duly and 
lawfully constituted according to the customs of the Order. 
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The records of the General Grand Chapter of 1883 show 
that: 

“May 31, 1881, Antek-Hom-ma Chapter No. 2, McAlester, 
Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, Mrs. Lalla R. Zimmerman, 


Matron, E. H. Doyle, Patron, Mrs. Mary Howe, Associate Ma- 
tron. 


“Organized June 14, 1881, by. A. Frank Ross, Special 
Deputy.” 

We had the privilege of reading the minute book of this 
Chapter from the date of its organization, June 14, 1881, to 
July, 1897, and it revealed the good deeds of the members 
in a manner which would certainly be enlightening to Chap- 
ter members of today. Not much social life, other than 
their companionship and an occasional ice cream social or 
oyster supper for the members and their families, but their 
charities were numerous and varied. In addition to the 
ofiicers named in the report of organization were J. Shular, 
Conductress; M. M. Jones, A.C.; R. McAlester, Treas.; H. Jen- 
nings, Secy.; Miss Fannie Ross, Adah; Mrs. Russel, Ruth; 
Mrs. M. E. Dunlap, Esther; Mrs. Barron, Martha; Ellen Kain, 
Electa; Peter Barron, Warder; and Wm. Hutchinson, Sen- 
tinel. 


Members were required to pay $1.00 per capita to defray 
the necessary expense of getting charter, etc. 

A candidate was “regularly introduced and initiated and 
received the lectures and charges pertaining to the sublime 
mysteries of the Order.” One can readily understand from 
this record the impressions that were made and the respect 
that these sisters and brothers had for the Order of the 
Eastern Star. Having been personally acquainted with some 
of these sisters and brothers we can vouch for their sincerity. 
The minutes recorded that no meeting was held on May 9, 
1882. Heavy rains and destructive cyclone May 8, 1882. 
Their close fellowship was expressed in fine sentiments by 
a resolution adopted when some of their members removed 
from the community. 

Among their members who were active in the Chapter 
and the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory were Mary A. 
Mann, J. D. Mann and Wm. H. Essex, who lived until 1952. 
Both Wm. Essex and E. H. Doyle were very active in all 
branches of Masonry and were elected to the highest offices 
in almost all of them. 


Their minutes were headed thus: 


A.O. 103 | Hall of Antek-Homa Chapter 
McAlester, I. T., Sept. 13, 1881 
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When this item (A.0.-103) appeared at each meeting for 
many months our curiosity was aroused, as never had we 
known or heard of any such symbolic or emblematic sig- 
nificance. We inquired and found that its meaning was 
“vear of the Order 103” or “Anna Ordinis” and was used by 
Knights Templar. W. H. Essex and E. H. Doyle were both 
active members of the York Rite and many times they served 
as Secretary pro tem. We concluded that they used this 
item from force of habit and it was interesting to learn that 
the Knights Templar had been an active organization for 
103 years. The minutes also recorded the hour of closing 
and the phrase, “Peace and harmony prevailing.” From 
the records we think that this was the attitude of the Chap- 
ter and would recommend it to all Chapters. 


PAU-CAUN-LA CHAPTER No. 3 


This Chapter was organized at Colbert by a Deputy 
Grand Patron on February 9, 1882. The report of the Right 
Worthy Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chapter is as 
follows: “February 9, 1882, Pau-caun-la Chapter No. 3, Col- 
bert, Panola Country, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory.” 
Mrs. Morning T. Gooding, Matron; Henry F. Murray, Patron; 
Miss Athenius Colbert, Associate Matron. Organized March 
18, 1882, by the Rev. J. S. Murrow, Deputy for Indian Ter- 
ritory. 

Two of its charter members are still living—Mrs. Georgia 
Collins Beeler, who became secretary very shortly after the 
Chapter was organized, and Mr. Bob Caldwell. 


Mrs. Beeler, living at Chickasha, was interviewed by one 
of the members of the committee and was told that “she 
(Mrs. Beeler) couldn’t remember very well, but that the or- 
ganization of the Chapter was held up for a while until she 
became eighteen years old.” She said “they met every Sat- 
urday, and some of their members lived in the country, miles 
out; that the ladies would always bring in food, the ones 
living in town would cook lots of food, the Chapter would 
meet in the afternoon and then they would have this big 
feed and the Masonic Lodge met at night. Some of the 
country members would return home that night and some 
would spend the night in town. This was an appropriate 
expression of fellowship.” 

This Chapter had on file the Proceedings of the first 
four Grand Chapter Sessions, and willingly loaned them to 
us by messengers Sisters Grace Pennington and Nell Fangel, 


Demit issued by O-HO-YO-HOM-MA CHAPTER 
Courtesy Colbert Chapter 


34 LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 


District Deputy 1951-52, of Alverson Chapter. They also 
loaned us a copy of the Memorial sent out by the General 
Grand Chapter of the passing of Robert Morris and a demit 
issued by O-ho-yo-Hom-ma Chapter while it was still under 
the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter (photostatic . 
copies of both in this Volume). The name of {his.Guaprer, 
which was a Chickasaw Indian word, meant “Queen.” 

The Most Worthy Grand Patron—1889 Proceedings of 
the General Grand Chapter—reports: 

“Pau-caun-la Chapter No. 3, Colbert, Indian Territory, 
asked permission to change their By-Laws, so as to hold their 


election in June instead of December, as provided in Rules 
and Regulations for the Government of Subordinate Chapters. 


“Doubting my authority so to do, I declined to grant 
their request.” 


NAOMI CHAPTER No. 5, PRAIRIE CITY, 
INDIAN TERRITORY 


This Chapter was issued a charter September 19, 1887, 
by Jefferson S. Conover, Most Worthy Grand Patron of the 
General Grand Chapter, as Naomi Chapter No. 5, Prairie 
City, Indian Territory. 

In our efforts to locate Prairie City, we communicated 
with the State Historical Society and received the following 
information from Mrs. Elsie Hand, librarian there: 

“We find Prairie City, Indian Territory, was located 
just north of Fairland, Ottawa County. The name of the 
town was later changed to Ogeeche.” 


She also cited us to “Grant Foreman’s Volume 73, Indian 
Pioneer History,” on page 278, an interesting article by 
Percy Ladd Walker, Miami, Oklahoma, 

Mr. Walker was born on the Wyandotte Reservation and 
of the Wyandotte tribe. He tells of a number of the settlers 
that moved into the Cherokee Nation, who belonged to the 
Masonic Order, and wished to build a Lodge room. “My 
oldest brother, who was a carpenter, and I took the contract 
and built the hall in Fairland.” He did not give many dates, 
but this was between 1872 and a few years later. 


Later the Grand Chapter Proceedings listed Naomi Chap- 
ter at Fairland, Ottawa County, Indian Territory. 

Tracing the origin of Naomi Chapter was interesting, 
for it gave us some information of the community but did 
not reveal any of the activities of the Chapter, which for 
a time vanished into oblivion, but on June 26, 1907, Fairland 
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again appears on the O.E.S. horizon as Fairland Chapter U.D., 
losing the name “Naomi” to a Chapter in Sapulpa. 


After the consolidation of the two Grand Chapters it 
was issued a charter as Fairland Chapter No. 194 and today 
is one of the nice small Chapters. 


LONE GROVE CHAPTER No. 6 


In the General Grand Chapter Proceedings we find in 
the report of the Most Worthy Grand Patron, Jefferson S. 
Conover: 

“Deputies appointed: June 5, 1888, Brother C. H. Keller, 
Gainesville, Texas, to organize Lone Grove, Indian Territory. 


“Charters granted: July 5, 1888, Lone Grove Chapter No. 
6, at Lone Grove, Indian Territory.” 


Communication with the Grand Secretary of Texas re- 
vealed that a Brother C. H. Keller had been deceased for 
many years and that his family had removed to Marietta, 
Okla. Sister Myrtle Frensley Stewart made an effort to get 
into communication with some of the family, but was un- 
successful. We gave Sister Eneth Stockton a list of names 
of the members of the Masonic Lodge at the date and, after 
much inquiry and many miles of travel, she could find no 
one who could give her information as early as 1888. How- 
ever, She did find a lady whose mother, Mrs. Sallie Forkner, 
was a District Deputy in 1893-1894, who lived in Leon and 
who visited Lone Grove Chapter. Her report to the Grand 
Matron: 

“Re: Lone Grove: In obedience to your order or request, 
I again visited Lone Grove Chapter May 27, 1893, and found 
them full of life and enthusiasm. There were five candidates 
initiated on this evening and two had been initiated at the 
previous meeting. . Lone Grove is very zealous now. 
May a kind providence smile on them and make them very 


faithful.—Sallie I. Forkner, D.D.G.M. of Chickasaw Nation, 
Leone be? 


WALNUT GROVE CHAPTER No. 7 


Walnut Grove Chapter No. 7 was organized April 22, 
1889, by a Brother P. H. Morgan, with a charter granted by 
the General Grand Chapter. Walnut Grove Chapter was lo- 
cated at Akins, Indian Territory, and, after the Cherokee 
Payment, the population shifted from Akins to a thriving 
village of Hanson, which became the county seat of Sequovah. 
County. 
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A Mrs. Gilbert living in Hanson about 1895, although 
not being of an age to join for ten or twelve years, does 
remember that there was an O.E.S. Chapter there. She joined 
the Chapter in 1902 or 1903. 


One of the members of the Chapter was Mrs. R. L. Faulk- 
ner, the wife of a Cherokee Chief. 

The Chapter first met in a hall over a store building, but 
later moved to the Masonic Hall, which was over the Baptist 
Church. 


The citizens owning land refused to séil a right of way 
to the Kansas City Southern Railroad, which had planned 
to cross the Missouri Pacific at Hanson, but had to change 
their survey, which they did when right-of-way was secured 
through Sallisaw. Although it was a much smaller village, 
Sallisaw grew rapidly and the people of Hanson moved their 
homes and businesses to Sallisaw, and naturally the members 
of Walnut Grove Chapter brought their membership into 
Sallisaw Chapter. Soon there were not enough members left 
in Walnut Grove for the upkeep of the Chapter. 


Petitions of Mr. and Mrs. L. Gilbert and Mrs. E. A. Gil- 
bert of Walnut Grove Chapter were received in Sallisaw 
Chapter January 14, 1914; Beller Hicks and L. T. Cravens 
petitioned January 24, 1914; Mrs. Minnie D. Boydston, Mrs. 
Susan Wickett, Mrs. Bettie Hawkins and Mrs. Minnie Watson 
filed their demits from Walnut Grove Chapter in Sallisaw 
Chapter April 25, 1914. Several others filed their petitions 
but were never balloted on because they had not visited 
Sallisaw Chapter. 


Mrs. Boydston, the oldest of these affiliates, is not active, 
as home duties prevent her from attending, but the other 
three—Mrs. Wickett, Mrs. Hawkins and Mrs. Watson, live in 
Sallisaw at this time (1952) and are as active as their ages 
permit, as the steps to the Chapter room are too long and 
steep for them to attend regularly. This interesting story 
of the organization and dissolution of Walnut Grove Chapter 
and its early members was furnished us by Sister Ola C. 
Nickerson, the efficient secretary of Sallisaw Chapter, and 
we feel dceply indebted to her for this information. 


ZION CHAPTER No. 8, LEON, INDIAN TERRITORY 


Jefferson S. Conover, Most Worthy Grand Patron of the 
General Grand Chapter—Proceedings 1889—May 15, 1889, 
commissioned Brother Peter B. Arthur to organize Zion 
Chapter No. 8 at Leon, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory. 
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Copied from the minute book of Zion Chapter: 


“Zion Chapter No. 8, O.E.S., was organized by Brother 
Peter B. Arthur, Special Deputy, June 8, 1889, with the fol- 
lowing. members present: Bro. P. B. Arthur, Bro. Jeff C. 
Johnson, Bro. James R. Holland, Bro. James G. Forkner, Bro. 
G. L. Ryan, Bro. William C. Norrid, Bro. O. E. Kendrick, 
Bro. I. A. Franklin, Bro. R. D. Taliaferro, Bro. G. W. Tucker, 
Bro. James A. Tucker, Bro. A. J. Tucker, Bro. P. J. Tucker, 
Bro. C. F. Tucker, Bro. B. Ward, Bro. W. S. Hodges, Sis. S. J. 
Forkner, Sis. Virginia Ryan, Sis. L. J. Johnson, Sis. Jessie L. 
Hodges, Sis. Luvenia Taliaferro, Sis. Nancy Tucker, Sis. Eliz- 
abeth Tucker, Sis. Laura Ward, Sis. M. A. Franklin, Sis. M. R. 
Norrid, Sis. Viola Holland, Sis. Alice Arthur, Sis. S. J. Fork- 
ner, Worthy Matron; Brother Jeff C. Johnson, W.P.; Brother 
Ward, Secretary.” 


This Chapter opened and closed in the “usual form,” 
except at installation opened and closed in “Ample Form.” 
They started meeting at 2:00 P.M., but soon changed to 
“7 P.M. on the Saturday before the full moon.” The Brothers 
gave addresses at the meetings on “Non-attendance,” “Send- 
ing in Petitions” and “Obligation.” 

Petitions were received and a case of emergency de- 
clared and the petitions were balloted on and candidate in- 
itiated the same evening. The initiation fee was 50 cents. 
The Chapter did not “dilly-dally”. in its attitude toward 
those members who did not act in accordance with the obli- 
gation. They were “visited, talked to” and the Worthy Ma- 
tron reported to the Chapter and it was voted “to erase the 
name from the membership roll and drop the name as though 
they had never been a member.” 


They had called meetings to make out their annual 
report and collect their dues. 


They preferred charges against all members who had 
not paid dues for two years and declared them “burdens to 
the Chapter.” 


These seemingly were rather drastic actions, but you 
must remember that this Chapter was under the General 
Grand Chapter, a long way from headquarters, without su- 
pervision or instruction. 


They sent a delegate to the organization of the Grand 
Chapter of Indian Territory and were represented at many 
of the sessions, and their members were active members in 
the Grand Chapter, serving on committees, and Brother Peter 
B. Arthur served as Grand Patron in 1903-1904. 


The Chapter was issued a charter with the seal of the 
General Grand Chapter and seemingly the seal of the Grand 
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Chapter of the Indian Territory was placed on it after the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory was organized. 

The interest and activities of the early members of this 
Chapter cause us to ponder why and regret that they sur- 
rendered their charter in 1928. 


KULLY-CHA-HA 


We found where Kully-Cha-Ha Chapter was organized 
in Musholatubbe Masonic Hall and then it was never men- 
tioned again until later in one of the early years report of 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory we noted that they paid 
the Grand Chapter dues. We have used every effort and 
every clue that was given us to find something about this 
Chapter. We have had letters returned stamped “no such 
postoffice,”’ and we think others are in the Dead Letter 
Office, as they have never been returned. 
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PeRsO/ Gee EB Di LY N>Ges 
OF THE 
CONVENTION OF CHAPTERS 
OF THE 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
HELD AT 
ATOKA, INDIAN TERRITORY, JULY dalooe 
AND OF THE 
GRAND CHAPTER OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY 
THEN ORGANIZED 


ADDRESSES OF GRAND OFFICERS 


John Rennie, Grand Patron '_-----.------------------------------ Lehigh 
Mrs. Mary E. McClure, Grand Matron —----------- Oklahoma City 
H. F. Murray, Associate Grand Patron --------_------ ==Colbert 
Mrs. Sue J. Doyle, Associate Grand Matron McAlester 
Edmond H. Doyle, Grand Secretary ------------------------ McAlester 
Mrs. H. N. Wright, Grand Treasurer ----------------------------- Atoka 
Mrs. Mary M. Rogers, Grand Lecturer —------------------------- Atoka 
Rev. L. S. Byrd, Grand Chaplain —-----.--.------------ Muldrow 
R. M. Riner, Grand Marshal] —-------------------------------- Lone Grove 
Mrs. Clara McBride, Grand Conductress —_----------------------- Atoka 
Mrs. Sallie Judd, Asso. Grand Conductress South Canadian 
Mrs. W. M. Cameron, Grand Adah —-.-.------------------------ Lehigh 
Mrs. H. Lamb, Grand Ruth ---------------------------------- McAlester 
Miss Jena Dunn, Grand Esther). 2 = 2 ee _ Atoka 
Mrs. J. H. Mashburne, Grand Martha —--.-_-_,------------ eis Colbert 
Mrs. M. J. Jones, Grand Electa -—----------------------------------- Lehigh 
Mrs. Cristena Hokey, Grand Warder —----------------------------- Krebs 
Frank W. Allison, Grand Sentinel -.---.-----------------_-- McAlester 


According to a previous call of O-ho-yo-Hom-ma Chapter 
No. 1 of the Order of the Eastern Star, the subordinate Chap- 
ters of the Order of the Eastern Star in the Indian Territory, 
by their Representatives, met in Convention in Masonic Hall 
in the town of Atoka, Indian Territory, on Thursday, being 
the 11th day of July, 1889, for the purpose of organizing a 
Grand Chapter for the Indian Territory. 
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TEMPORARY ORGANIZATION 
Brother John Rennie, of Savanna Chapter No. 4, was 
called to the chair, and Sister Clara McBride, of O-ho-yo- 
Hom-ma Chapter No. 1, appointed Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 
On motion, a Committee on Credentials was appointed, 
consisting of Brothers J. S. Murrow, E. H. Doyle, and R. W. 
Church. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


The committee reported that the following Chapters 

were represented: 

No. 1, O-ho-yo-Hom-ma: 
Sister H. N. Wright, W.M.; Brother J. S. Murrow, W.P.; 
Sister T. T. Inge, A.M.; Sister E. McClure, P.M.; Sister 
A. E. Scrath, P.M.; Sister M. M. Rogers, P.M.; Sister C. A. 
McBride, P.M.; Sister G. B. Hester, P.A.M. 

No. 2, An-tak-Hom-ma: 
Sister Sue J. Doyle, P.M., proxy for W.M. and A.M.; Bro- 
ther E. H. Doyle, P.P., proxy for W.P. 

No. 3, Paucaunla: 
Sister Dwight Langford, proxy for W.M. 

No. 4, Savanna: 
Sister Mary Jones, P.M., proxy for W.M.; Sister J. Hol- 
land, proxy for A.M.; Brother John Rennie, W.P.; Bro- 
ther R. W. Church, Delegate. 

No. 5, Nuomi: 
Sister G. B. Hester, proxy for W.M. and A.M. 

No. 6, Lone Grove: 
Sister J. S. Murrow, proxy for W.M. and A.M. 


PERMANENT ORGANIZATION 


The representatives then organized the Convention of 
Constituent Chapters by the election of the following perma- 
nent officers: 

Brother John Rennie, President. 

Sister Clara McBride, Secretary. 

Prayer was then offered by the Rev. J. S. Murrow, D.D. 


CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 


The following preambles and resolution were offered 
by Brother J. S. Murrow, and, on motion, adopted: 


WHEREAS, The prosperity and usefulness of the several 
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Chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star in the Indian Ter- 
ritory will be greatly promoted by union, in sympathy and 
action; and 

Wuereas, The formation of a Grand Chapter, whose jur- 
isdiction shall be co-extensive with the limits of the Indian 
Territory, will tend to secure such union, by forming a 
sympathetic relationship between the several Chapters, and 
securing uniformity in administration and work. There- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates from the several Chap- 
ters represented in this Convention, do hereby ordain, estab- 
lish, and promulgate the following Constitution for its gov- 
ernment, and do make and ordain the following Rules and 
General Regulations for the Government of Subordinate 
Chapters under its jurisdiction: 


CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 
GRAND CHAPTER 
OF THE 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
OF THE 
INDIAN TERRITORY 


ARTICLE I 
TITLE 


This Grand Chapter shall be known by the name and 
style of the GRAND CHAPTER OF THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN 
STAR OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 


ARTICLE II 
OF WHOM IT CONSISTS 


Section 1. The Grand Chapter shall consist of a Grand 
Patron, Grand Matron, Associate Grand Patron, Associate 
Grand Matron, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Grand 
Lecturer, Grand Chaplain, Grand Marshal, Grand Conduc- 
tress, Associate Grand Conductress, Grand Adah, Grand Ruth, 
Grand Esther, Grand Martha, Grand Electa, Grand Warder, 
and Grand Sentinel, together with the Patrons, Matrons, and 
Associate Matrons, (or their proxies regularly appointed), of 
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all the Subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction, whose of- 
ficial character shall be duly certified to the Grand Chapter 
by the several Secretaries of their respective Chapters, and 
such Past Grand Patrons, Past Grand Matrons, and Past Asso- 
ciate Grand Patrons, Past Patrons, and Past Matrons, as shall 
remain in good standing in some subordinate Chapter in this 
‘ Grand Jurisdiction. 


Sec. 2. All the above named Grand Officers shall be 
sisters, except the Grand Patron, Associate Grand Patron and 
Grand Chaplain; provided, that the Grand Secretary and 
Grand Sentinel may be either sister or brother. 


Sec. 3. The first six officers above named shall be elect- 
ed, the remaining to be appointed by the Grand Patron and 
Grand Matron. 


Sec. 4. The foregoing Grand Officers, Past Grand Offi- 
cers, and Delegates, also the Grand Patrons, Grand Matrons, 
Past Grand Patrons, and Past Grand Matrons (or their legal 
representatives), of other jurisdictions, who have properly 
authenticated dimits, stating their past honors, and have 
affiliated in some Subordinate Chapter in this Grand Juris- 
diction, shall be entitled to vote and take part in the pro- 
ceedings of this Grand Chapter. They shall have but one 
vote each on every question, except the presiding officer, 
who, in case of a tie, may give the casting vote; provided, 
that any member may call for a vote by Chapters, when each 
Chapter shall be entitled to three (3) votes, which may be 
cast by a majority of representatives present. 


ARTICLE III 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE 


Any member in good standing in a subordinate Chapter 
in this jurisdiction, shall be eligible to any office in this 
Grand Chapter, subject to the restrictions contained in Sec- 
tion 2, Article II; provided, that no one shall be elected 
Grand Patron, Grand Matron, Associate Grand Patron, or 
Associate Grand Matron, unless he or she be a present or 
Past Patron or Matron of some subordinate Chapter of the 
Order. 


ARATICEESLY 
POWERS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 


This Grand Chapter being supreme in all matters apper- 
taining to its affairs, has the sole right to superintend and 
govern all Chapters of the Order within its jurisdiction. It 
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has power to grant dispensations and charters for forming 
and holding new Chapters, and to extend or revoke the 
same; to enact rules and regulations, issue edicts, and to 
amend or repeal the same; to discipline, censure, suspend, or 
annul Chapters for willful violations or infringement of the 
Constitution, Regulations or Edicts of this Grand Chapter; 
to decide all appeals from subordinate Chapters, or the offi- 
cers and committees of this Grand Chapter; to exercise all 
the rights of sovereignty within the limits of its jurisdic- 
tion, subject to the General Grand Chapter of the Order. All 
powers not specially delegated to subordinate Chapters are 
inherent in, and reserved to, this Grand Chapter. 


ARTICLE V 
TIME OF MEETING 


Section 1. There shall be one annual meeting of this 
Grand Chapter at such time and place as shall be agreed 
upon. 


Sec. 2. Special meetings may be ordered by the Grand 
Matron, or, in her absence or disability, by the Grand Patron, 
at such time and place as in his or her opinion the interests 
of the Order require; provided, that each Chapter in this 
jurisdiction shall be notified at least thirty days previous to 
such called meeting, and no business except such specified 
in the call shall be transacted at such special meeting. 


ARTICLE VI 
QUORUM 


Representatives, or proxies regularly appointed, of five 
Subordinate Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter, shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 


ARTICLE VII 
REPRESENTATIVES AND PROXIES 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Patrons, Matrons, 
and Associate Matrons of subordinate Chapters, to attend all 
meetings of the Grand Chapter. 


Sec. 2. Either of the delegates may appoint a proxy to 
represent him or her in this Grand Chapter, but such proxy 
must be a member of the Chapter represented, and must pre- 
sent a certificate of such appointment, duly authenticated. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF GRAND OFFICERS 


Grand Patron 


Section 1. The Grand Patron shall assist and advise 
the Grand Matron in the discharge of her duties. He has 
power to grant dispensations for new Chapters, upon proper 
application; Provided, no new Chapter shall be formed in 
any town or city where one or more Chapters exist, except 
upon the recommendation of the Chapters already organized 
in said town or city; to delegate authority to confer the 
degrees upon a sufficient number of worthy persons in towns 
or cities where no Chapter exists, for the purpose of organ- 
izing a Chapter. He shall preside whenever called upon 
by the Grand Matron, and in the absence of both the Grand 
Matron and Associate Grand Matron he shall call the Grand 
Chapter to order and appoint some Past Matron present to 
act as Grand Matron, pro tem. 


Grand Matron 


Sec. 2. The Grand Matron shall open, preside over, and 
close the Grand Chapter; appoint all committees not other- 
wise specially appointed, see that the rules and regulations 
of the Order are strictly enforced, and that the officers faith- 
fully perform their respective duties, and give such instruc- 
tions and directions as the good of the Order may require. 
She has power to convene a Chapter within this jurisdiction; 
to preside therein, to inspect the proceedings; and require 
conformity to the laws of the Order; to suspend, for good 
cause, for a limited period, or until the next annual meeting 
of the Grand Chapter, any subordinate Chapter; to call spe- 
cial meetings of the Grand Chapter, and require the attend- 
ance of, and information from, any Grand Officer, respect- 
ing his office. She shall decide all questions of law and 
usage submitted to her, subject, however, to an appeal to 
the Grand Chapter, and until such decisions and opinions 
are reversed by the Grand Chapter, they shall be in force 
and binding as between the parties thereto. During the 
vacation of the Grand Chapter, she shall exercise all its 
executive powers, except so far as they are made the duty 
of the Grand Patron or Associate Grand Patron. She shall 
report to the Grand Chapter at each annual meeting, all her 
official acts. She may call upon the Grand Patron to preside 
at any time, and she shall be the custodian of the work. 
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Associate Grand Patron 


Sec. 3. The Associate Grand Patron shall assist the 
Grand Patron in the discharge of his duties, be subject to 
the Orders of the Grand Chapter, and his superior officers, 
and, in case of death, absence, or disability of the Grand 
Patron, he shall assume his powers and prerogatives, and 
discharge his duties. 


Associate Grand Matron 


Sec. 4. The Associate Grand Matron shall assist the 
Grand Matron in the discharge of her duties, be subject to 
the orders of the Grand Chapter, and her superior officers, 
and in case of death, absence, or disability of the Grand 
Matron, she shall assume her powers and prerogatives, and 
discharge her duties. 


Grand Secretary 


Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary to 
keep a faithful record of all the transactions of the Grand 
Chapter, to collect all moneys due the Grand Chapter, and 
pay the same to the Grand Treasurer, taking his or her 
receipt for the same; to make, annually, a report in writing, 
or oftener, if required by the Grand Matron or the Grand 
Chapter, of the amounts collected; to execute such orders 
as may be issued by the Grand Matron or Grand Chapter, and 
to deliver to his or her successor in office, all books, papers, 
and other property belonging to the Grand Chapter in his 
or her possession. 


Grand Treasurer 


Sec. 6. The Grand Treasurer shall receive all moneys 
from the hands of the Grand Secretary, and give her receipt 
therefor. She shall pay all orders from the moneys on hand, 
as may be directed by the Grand Chapter; carefully number 
and file all vouchers, and annually, or oftener, if required 
by the Grand Matron or Grand Chapter, make, in writing, a 
full statement, submitting at the same time the books and 
vouchers to the Grand Chapter for examination. She shall 
deliver to her successor in office, all books, vouchers, papers 
and moneys, or other property belonging to the Grand Chap- 
ter which may be in her hands. 


Remaining Officers 


Sec. 7. The remaining Grand Officers are to perform 
such duties as are appropriate to their several stations, and 
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such as may be assigned them by the Grand Matron or the 
Grand Chapter. 


ARTICLE IX 
Election of Officers 

All the officers shall be elected or appointed annually, 
and installed after the regular business of the Grand Chapter 
shall have been completed; provided, the installation cere- 
monies may be public or private, as may be determined by 
the Grand Chapter. No officer shall officiate in his or her 
station until he or she has been legally installed. 


ARTICLE X 
Dis pensations 


Section 1.: During the recess of the Grand Chapter the 
Grand Patron may grant dispensations, attested by the Grand 
Secretary, and authenticated by the seal of the Grand Chap- 
ter, for the formation of new Chapters. Such dispensations 
shall expire at the next annual meeting of the Grand Chap- 
ter, when, if their work is approved, such Chapters may 
receive charters without additional fee. 

Sec. 2. No charter shall be granted to a new Chapter, 
until the Grand Chapter shall be satisfied that the proposed 
officers are thoroughly qualified to discharge their duties 
properly. 

Sec. 3. Chapters under dispensation, shall pay dues, and 
shall have all the rights and privileges of chartered Chapters, 
except to be represented in this Grand Chapter, and to elect 
and install officers. 


ARTICLE XI 
Revenue 


Section 1. The revenue of the Grand Chapter shall be 
derived from the following sources, viz.: For every dispen- 
sation, including three copies of the Ritual, twenty dollars. 

Sec. 2. Every Chapter shall pay annually to the Grand 
Secretary, thirty days prior to the meeting of the Grand 
Chapter, twenty-five cents for each and every member be- 
longing to it, and no Chapter shall be entitled to representa- 
tion in the Grand Chapter until such dues are paid. 


ARTICLE XII 
Annual Reports 
Section 1. Each subordinate Chapter shall send to the 
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Grand Secretary, thirty days preceding the meeting of the 
Grand Chapter, an abstract of its proceedings for the year 
ending the month next preceding. This report shall include 
the names of the officers elected and installed, the number 
initiated, the number affiliated, the number withdrawn, sus- 
pended, expelled, and died, and the number of remaining 
‘members, setting out the names of each class in full alpha- 
betical order, making a distinction in sex by prefixing the 
titles brother and sister respectively. 

Sec. 2. Any Chapter failing to make such reports and 
pay Grand Chapter dues for two consecutive years, without 
furnishing satisfactory reasons to the Grand Chapter, shall 
forfeit its charter, at the discretion of the Grand Chapter, and 
it is made the duty of the Grand Secretary to report such 
delinquencies to the Grand Chapter. 


ARTICLE XIII 
DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


The Standing Committees of the Grand Chapter shall 
perform and discharge ithe following specific duties, to wit: 


On Credentials 


First—The Committee on Credentials shall report the 
name of each representative and proxy present, with the 
name and number of the Chapter represented. 


On Finance and Ways and Means 


Second—lIt shall be the duty of the Committee on Fi- 
nance and Ways and Means to examine the books and vouch- 
ers of the Grand Secretary and the Grand Treasurer, balance 
the same, and report the actual state and condition of the 
funds of the Grand Chapter, and also to take into considera- 
tion all propositions and resolutions affecting its revenue, 
which may be offered; they shall specifically report thereon, 
and may recommend any measures which, in their opinion, 
will be for the benefit financially, of the Grand Chapter. 


On Unfinished Business 


Third—The Committee on Unfinished Business shall 
examine the journal of the previous annual meeting, and 
report all matters then pending and undetermined. 


On Jurisprudence 


Fourth—The Committee on Jurisprudence shall care- 
fully examine all propositions to revise, alter, or amend the 
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Constitution, By-Laws, and General Regulations of the Grand 
Chapter, as well as all questions of law and usage, including 
decisions of the Grand Matron, and make report thereon, in 
writing, to the Grand Chapter. 


On Appeals and Grievances 


Fifth—It shall be the duty of the Committee on Appeals 
and Grievances, to examine all matters of controversy and 
grievances, when presented to them, to report with such 
recommendations for the action of the Grand Chapter, as 
they may deem proper. 


On Dispensations and Charters 


Sixth—The Committee on Dispensations and Charters 
shall examine the returns of chartered Chapters and their 
By-Laws, when submitted to them, and shall note all im- 
proper, informal, or illegal proceedings, and report the 
same to the Grand Chapter, with their recommendations. 
They shall also examine the work, records and By-Laws of 
all Chapters under dispensation, and the proceedings of the 
Grand Officers granting the same, note all matters that are 
improper or unconstitutional, and report to the Grand Chap- 
ter, with their recommendations. 


On Correspondence 


Seventh—The Committee on Correspondence shall have 
charge of all matters of correspondence referred to them, 
review all the printed or written proceedings emanating 
from other Grand Chapters, and report to the Grand Chap- 
ter, by resolution or otherwise. 


ARTICLE XIV 
AMENDMENTS 


The Grand Chapter may, upon the concurrence of three- 
fourths of the members present at any annual meeting, re- 
vise, annul and alter this Constitution, provided one day’s 
previous notice of such amendment be given. In all other 
cases, any proposed amendment shall le over until the next 
annual meeting of the Grand Chapter, when, if approved by 
a majority of the members present, such amendment shall 
become a part of this constitution. 
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RULES OF ORDER 
FOR CONDUCTING THE BUSINESS OF THE GRAND 
CHAPTER 


I. At the annual meeting of the Grand Chapter, the 
Grand Matron shall take the chair at 10 A.M., and if there 
is a constitutional number of Chapters represented, see that 
the Grand Officers are in their stations, fill all vacancies 
pro tem., and open the Grand Chapter in ample form. 


II. After the Grand Chapter is opened, members and 
visitors shall conduct themselves with that order and de- 
corum which the dignity of the situation requires; they shall 
pay due respect to the presiding officer, to whose commands 
they shall be attentive and obedient. No person shall be 
permitted to enter or leave the Grand Chapter without the 
permission of the presiding officer. 


III. The business of the Grand Chapter shall be dis- 
posed of as follows, viz.: 


1. Reading minutes of previous meeting, unless other- 
wise ordered. 

. Annual address of Grand Patron. 

. Annual address of Grand Matron. 

. Report of Committee on Credentials. 

. Report of Grand Secretary. 

. Report of Grand Treasurer. 

. Reports of Standing Committees. 

. Reports of Special Committees. 

. Election of Officers. 

10. Unfinished Business 

11. Miscellaneous Business. 

12. Installation of Officers. 

13. Appointment of Standing Committees. 


Oo OP OO DO 


VY. The Grand Matron shall appoint from the members 
of the Grand Chapter the following standing committees, of 
not less than three members each, the first named to be 
chairman, excepting Committee on Correspondence, which 
shall consist of one: 


On Credentials, 

- On Finance and Ways and Means, 
On Unfinished Business, 

On Jurisprudence, 

. On Appeals and Grievances, 

On Dispensations and Charters, 
On Correspondence. 


1 no as 


IS 
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VI. All business and reports must be disposed of before 
the session of the Grand Chapter is closed, except such as 
lie over by virtue of the Constitution, or by unanimous con- 
sent of the Grand Chapter. 


VII. All reports of officers and committees shall be in 
writing and signed, if by a committee, by at least a majority 
of its members. 

VIII. No member shall speak more than twice upon the 
same question, without permission of the presiding officer, 
or of the Grand Chapter. 


IX. Any member may call for a division of a question, 
if divisible, and three may demand a vote by yeas and nays. 


X. Motions to lay on the table, to reconsider, to refer 
to committee, for the order of the day, for the previous ques- 
tion, to call off, and to close, shall be decided without debate. 


XI. All motions shall be seconded, and stated by the 
presiding officer, before they shall be open for debate or 
action. And in filling blanks the largest sum or the longest 
time shall be voted on first. A majority vote shall determine 
all questions, except as otherwise specially provided. 


XII. Any member persisting in the violation of these 
Rules of Order, after being called to order by the presiding 
officer, may be reprimanded, suspended or expelled from 
the Grand Chapter, at its discretion. 


XIII. Parlimentary law, not in conflict with the fore- 
going regulations, shall govern the deliberations of the 
Grand Chapter. 


XIV. These regulations shall not be suspended, except 
by unanimous consent, but may be amended at any annual 
meeting by a two-thirds vote. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 


The following are the General Rules for the government 
of Chapters subordinate to the Grand Chapter of the Indian 
Territory. 


SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 


Section 1. Every subordinate Chapter must have a 
charter from this Grand Chapter, or a dispensation from 
the Grand Patron, attested by the Grand Secretary, under 
the seal of the Grand Chapter, and no Chapter shall be 
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deemed legal or regular without such charter or dispensa- 
tion, and all communications, public or private, by Chapters 
of this jurisdiction, or the members thereof, with illegal 
Chapters, formed, opened, or holden, or with any members 
of such illegal Chapters is hereby interdicted and forbidden. 


OFFICERS 


Sec. 2. The elective officers of a Chapter shall consist 
of Patron, Matron, Associate Matron, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Conductress, and Associate Conductress, who shall be elected 
annually by a majority vote by paper ballot, of the members 
present at the first stated meeting in December, and shall 
hold their offices respectively until their successors shall 
be duly elected and installed. The appointed officers shall 
consist of Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha, Electa, Warder, and 
Sentinel, to which may be added Chaplain and Organist, 
all of whom shall be appointed by the Matron-elect. No 
officer shall officiate in his or her station until they have 
been duly installed. 


No elected and installed officer can resign or dimit dur- 
ing his or her term of office. 


VACANCIES IN OFFICE 


Sec. 3. Vacancies in offices can only be filled pro tem., 
by appointment of the presiding officer. 


TO OPEN A CHAPTER 


Sec. 4. The presence of the dispensation or charter, one 
of the first three officers, and six other members are indis- 
pensable to open a Chapter for the transaction of business. 


MEMBERS HIP 


Sec. 5. No person shall be admitted as a member of a 
Chapter within this jurisdiction, by initiation or affiliation, 
but affiliated Master Masons, their mothers, wives, sisters, 
daughters, and widows. Daughters and sisters must be at 
least eighteen years of age. No person shall be a member 
of more than one Chapter; provided, that any Chapter may 
elect to honorary membership therein, any affiliated mem- 
ber of another Chapter; nor shall any member be permitted 
to withdraw from a Chapter until all dues and indebtedness 
are paid or remitted. 


FEES AND DUES 


Sec. 6. No Chapter shall confer the degrees for a less 
sum than three dollars, nor charge each member less than 
fifty cents as annual dues. 
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PETITIONS 


Sec. 7. All petitions for initiation or membership shall 
be in writing, signed by the petitioner, and at least two 
members of the Chapter, as recommenders, which petition 
shall be presented at a regular meeting, be referred to a 
committee of three, for investigation, and lay over until the 
next regular meeting, when, if the committee have reported, 
action may be taken thereon. 


INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 


Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Investigating Com- 
mittee to make inquiry as to the character and standing of 
the petitioner, and, if a lady, also that of the Master Mason 
through whom she claims to be entitled to membership, and 
make report thereon, in writing, and no action shall be taken 
on any petition, until such report is made. The petition of 
a candidate, after being presented and referred to a com- 
mittee, can not be withdrawn, but the committee must re- 
port, and ballot be had in all cases. 


ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS 


The Convention then proceeded to the election of Grand 
Officers for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows: 


John Rennie, Grand Patron. 

Mrs. Mary E. McClure, Grand Matron. 

H. F. Murray, Associate Grand Patron. 
Mrs. Sue J. Doyle, Associate Grand Matron. 
Edmond H. Doyle, Grand Secretary. 

Mrs. H. N. Wright, Grand Treasurer. 


APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS 


After which, the Grand Matron-elect announced the fol- 
lowing appointments: 


Mrs. Mary M. Rogers, Grand Lecturer. 

Rev. L. S. Byrd, Grand Chaplain. 

R. M. Riner, Grand Marshal. 

Mrs. Clara McBride, Grand Conductress. 

Mrs. Sallie Judd, Associate Grand Conductress. 
Mrs, W. M. Cameron, Grand Adah. 

Mrs. H. Lamb, Grand Ruth. 

Miss Lena Dunn, Grand Esther. 

Mrs. J. H. Mashburn, Grand Martha. 
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Mrs. M. J. Jones, Grand Electa. 
Mrs. Cristena Hokey, Grand Warder. 
Frank W. Allison, Grand Sentinel. 


ORDER FOR INSTALLATION 
On motion, it was ordered that the Grand Officers be 
installed in this hall at 8 o’clock tonight. 
DISSOLUTION OF CONVENTION 


On motion, the Convention then dissolved, and a recess 
taken till 8 o’clock P.M. 
JOHN RENNIE, President 
MRS. CLARA McBRIDE, Secretary 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 


OF THE 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
OF THE 


INDIAN TERRITORY 


—— 


Thursday, July 11, 1889, 8 o’clock, P.M. 


INSTALLATION 
The Grand Officers-elect were duly installed by Brother 
J. S. Murrow, Worthy Patron of O-ho-yo-Hom-ma Chapter 
No. 1, and Deputy of the Most Worthy Grand Patron of the 
General Grand Chapter. 


OPENING 


The Grand Chapter was then opened with prayer by 
Rev. Joseph S. Murrow, D.D. 


ALLEGIANCE TO GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 
On motion, the following resolutions were adopted: 


1. REsoLveD, That this Grand Chapter does hereby ac- 
knowledge allegiance to the General Grand Chapter, Order 
of the Eastern Star, and that the Rituals, Odes, and so forth, 
furnished by the General Grand Chapter be adopted by this 
Grand Chapter. 


CHAPTERS TO RETAIN NUMBERS 


2. RESOLVED, That Chapters already having seals, char- 
ters and so forth, be permitted to retain their name and 
number. 
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CIRCULAR TO BE ISSUED 


3. RESOLVED, That the Grand Secretary be and is hereby 
instructed to print and send to each subordinate Chapter in 
this Territory a circular report of the organization of this 
Grand Chapter, and ask them to furnish, at once, a report 
of their condition, number of members, names of officers, 
with such other information as they may think proper; also 
for an appropriation of ten cents per member for the pur- 
pose of procuring books, seal, charters, and necessary blanks. 


PRINTING PROCEEDINGS 
4, RESOLVED, That the Grand Secretary is hereby in- 
structed to have five hundred copies of the proceedings of 
this meeting published at as early a date as possible, for 
distribution among our sister Grand Chapters, also to the 
subordinate Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter. 


FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 


5. RESOLVED, That the first annual meeting of the Grand 
Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of the Indian Ter- 
ritory be held with An-tak-Hom-ma Chapter No. 2, at Mc- 
Alester, Choctaw Nation, commencing on the third Wednes-. 
day in June, 1890, at ten (10) o’clock A.M. of said day. 


CLOSING 
There being no further business, the Grand Chapter was 
closed, in ample form. 


MRS. MARY E. McCLURE, Grand Matron 
JOHN RENNIE, Grand Patron 
EDMOND H. DOYLE, Grand Secretary 
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INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 
1889—1902 


Pee ORGANIZATION of the Grand Chapter of Indian Ter- 
ritory was a new venture and responsibility for these 
Chapters and the laws, customs and usages developed with 
the increasing number of Subordinate Chapters and the va- 
rious interpretations of ideas needed co-ordinating. 


We found that many Chapters met “on or before the full 
moon” and we realize how much the pioneers depended on 
the natural things for assistance in the development and 
advancement of humanity. The early Chapter members 
who had distances to travel over the rugged trails were 
helped in their efforts, by having the light of the moon to 
guide them in all kinds of weather, for this was sixty-three 
years ago. 


Chapters became inactive for two or three years and 
again resumed their activities. Today this seems question- 
able, but again the impassable roads and the shifting popu- 
lation would deprive a Chapter of enough members for a 
quorum. 


Requests for dispensations to conduct membership 
drives for thirty, sixty or ninety days at reduced fees and 
for ladies less than eighteen years of age were presented. 
They were refused. 


Masonic law governed when the Order of the Eastern 
Star was silent and this was confusing, for the Masonic 
brothers themselves were not always well versed in Masonic 
law. 

The brothers were very interested in the progress of the 
Order and oft-times Chapters were represented at Grand 
Chapter sessions by the Mason who attended Grand Lodge 
and remained to attend Grand Chapter, as the Grand Lodge 
would meet in the early days of the week and the Grand 
Chapter of the Eastern Star immediately after. 


Brothers served as Secretaries in their Chapters and, 
also, as Chaplain, Marshal and Treasurer. 

The Worthy Patrons of the Subordinate Chapters and 
the Grand Patron in the Grand Chapter, were the highest 
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ranking officer for some few years and it seems the sisters 
finally realized that this was a woman’s organization, figur- 
ing the percentage of membership, and they should fill the 
executive positions, and then it was a few years before the 
brothers were convinced and would accede to this fact and 
permit the sisters to assume the leadership. Time has proved 
that this has been a benefit to the organization. 


Protestant Ministers were among the Masonic leaders 
and intensively interested in the growth of the Order and 
co-operated fully. 


Grand Chapters were opened in “Ample Form” and 
sessions were “called off” and “called on” for refreshments, 
to labor, etc. 


It was a custom to commission Grand Matrons and 
Grand Patrons as Grand Representatives near other Grand 
Jurisdictions, one Past Grand Matron or Past Grand Patron 
often carrying four or five commissions. 


Deputies were commissioned to constitute, with Charter, 
Chapters which had been granted Charters at previous Grand 
Chapter sessions. 

Throughout the reports of Grand Officers you will note 
their insistence on keeping the principles of the Order above 
self-aggrandizement, discouraging self-seeking honors and 
the custom of making banquets and sight-seeing excursions. 
In the early days they would “call off” that the delegates 
might “partake of feasts” or visit places of interest but so 
soon was it discouraged that it was eliminated and the 
business of the Grand Chapter was conducted so that dele- 
gates might return to their homes. 


FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


McAlester, I. T. June 18, 1890 
Mary E. McClure, Ohoyohomma, Grand Matron 
John B. Jones, Savanna, Acting Grand Patron 
Edmond H. Doyle, Antek-Homa, Grand Secretary 
Grand Chapter called to order by Grand Matron McClure. 
GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT 


Sisters Maryse cGlure.7AtOka sae es Grand Matron 
Sister;sue Doyle; McAlesters2 = 2c Associate Grand Matron 
Brother John B. Jones, Savanna -_.---..--- Grand Patron pro tem 
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Brother John H. Godfrey, Colbert Asso. Gr. Patron pro tem 


Brother Edmond H. Doyle, McAlester. Grand Secretary 
sister: HON Wright, Atoka ose ae ee Grand Treasurer 
Sister-Mary Rogers, Atoka 2. Grand Lecturer 
Brother Lewis S. Byrd, Walnut Grove Grand Chaplain 
NisteneMinnie lm Jacksons eee Loe Grand Marshal pro tem 
sister Lena Dunne oes ee Grand Conductress pro tem 
Sister A. E. Scratch, Atoka Asso. Gr. Conductress pro tem 
Sister Elizabeth Holland, Savanna ____ Grand Adah pro tem 
Sister Hattie Lamb, McAlester... Grand Ruth 
oistershebeccat Brag gee seer ae een Grand Esther pro tem 
Sister Sallie J. Forkner, Zion... Grand Martha pro tem 
Sister M. A. Jones, Savanna _ oc E. wowed © oe Grand Electa 
Sister Christina Hokey, McAlester... Grand Warder 
Brank sWeAliSoige ye eee ees Grand Sentinel 


Past MATRONS PRESENT 
Sister A. E. Scratch, Ohoyo-Homma, No. 1 
Sister Mary M. Rogers, Ohoyo-Homma, No. 1 
Sister Mary E. McClure, Ohoyo-Homma, No. 1 
Sister Rebecca Bragg, Antek-Homma, No. 2 
Sister Christina Hokey, Antek-Homma, No. 2 
Sister Sue J. Doyle, Antek-Homma, No. 2 
Sister Hattie Lamb, Antek-Homma, No. 2 
Sister Sallie J Forkner, Zion, No. 8 


Past PATRONS 


Brother Edmond H. Doyle, Antek-Homma, No. 2 
Brother James Lear, Antek-Homma, No. 2 


CHAPTERS REPRESENTED 
Ohoyo-Homma, No. 1, Sister H. N. Wright, W.M.; Sister T. T. 
Inge, proxy W.P.; Sister A. E. Scratch, Associate Matron 
Antek-Homa, No. 2, Sister Rebecca Bragg, W.M.; Brother 
Martin Curran, W.P.; Sister Rebecca McAlester, Associ- 
ate Matron. 
Pancaunala, No. 3, Brother J. A. Godfrey, as proxy for the 
Chapter. 
Savanna, No. 4, Sister Mary A. Jones, W.M.; Brother J. B. 
Jones, W.P.; Sister Elizabeth Holland, Associate Matron. 
Zion, No. 8, Sister Sallie J. Forkner, W.M.; Sister Lydia W. 
Johnson, proxy for Associate Matron. 
All Grand Officers below the station of Grand Treas- 
urer were appointed by the Grand Matron. 
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The Grand Matron wrote thirty letters and visited the 
Grand Chapter of Kansas. 


Recommended “that officers of Subordinate Chapters 
be required to commit their charges to memory within sixty 
days after their installation.” “That the number of signers 
of petitions to organize new Chapters be limited to not less 
than fifteen, nor more than twenty-five, and that ten of 
those be ladies” and admonished that “If we desire to see 
our Order grow in prosperity and usefulness, we must labor 
for it and as we labor we will achieve great results.” 


The Grand Secretary reported ten Chapters showed a 
gain of sixty-seven members, with $68.75 in the Treasury. 


The Grand Chapter voted $50.00 for his services. Some 
of these Chapters had been working ten or twelve years 
under the General Grand Chapter Charters and had per- 
formed their ceremonies according to the individual inter- 
pretation of the Ritual; and for the first time the members 
witnessed the initiation ceremonies with the esoteric work 
directed by the Associate Grand Matron of Kansas, Sister 
Gabriel. Charters were granted to Vashti No. 9 at South 
Canadian; Oklahoma No. 10, at Oklahoma City; Electa No. 
11, at Muldrow; Guthrie No. 12, at Guthrie; and Daugherty 
No. 13, at Daugherty. 


Total membership, 445. 
Number of Grand Chapters, 21. 


SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


Atoka, Choctaw Nation, I. T. June 17, 1891 
Mary E. McClure, Atoka, Grand Matron 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka, Grand Patron 

Edmond H. Doyle, McAlester, Grand Secretary 


This session was attended by twelve of the thirteen 
Chapters and we quote some interesting excerpts: 


Ohoyo-Homma No. 1—‘Chapter healthy; attendance 
good, keeps hall neat and clean; helps Masonic Lodge and 
Royal Arch Chapters in expenditures for Charity.” 


Oklahoma No. 10—‘“‘Chapter small, twenty-six members; 
plenty of material; brethren very kind, let use of Hall for 
five years for $100.00; Have readings and literary socials; 
Chapter healthy. 

Guthrie No. 12—“Fifty-two members; don’t do work too 
well; much help afforded the poor and indigent.” 


LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 61 


Astrea No. 14, Muskogee—Referred to by the Grand Pa- 
tron as “my first and only papoose’; membership thirty- 
seven; have purchased nice furniture and jewels; Brethren 
don’t attend too well; Chapter healthy. 


Cherokee No. 15, Tahlequah Chapter, members thirty- 
six; meet twice a month; have purchased nice jewels. 


We relate an interesting episode connected with the 
acceptance of Cherokee Chapter No. 15—“Sister Eliza Al- 
berty, a full blood Cherokee Indian, representing Cherokee 
(Tahlequah) Chapter U.D. brought returns showing statistics 
of work done and money for dues and certificate of proxy— 
no records. The Worthy Patron, Brother Evans, and Brother 
Connell, Past Patron, had assured her that was all that she 
needed. But the U.D. Committee insisted on the required 
records. When they were informed that Brother Evans had 
recently married and Brother Connell was to be married 
that night decided that scarcely any man, especially a 
widower and a bachelor, were responsible under such cir- 
cumstances and after careful and weighty consideration of 
the peculiar “we dare not say unfortunate” circumstances 
recommended a Charter, rather than have the entire member- 
ship suffer and continue another year under dispensation 
because of the irresponsible condition of the brothers.” 


Some ambitious brother from Guthrie had written the 
Most Worthy Grand Matron regarding Chapters in the terri- 
torial jurisdiction of the newly-formed Oklahoma Territory 
and set up a controversy beginning with heated correspond- 
ence between the Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Nettie 
B. Ransford, and the Indian Territory Grand Patron, Brother 
Murrow, and continuing until the separation of the Twin 
Territories some ten years later. 


(Note: Details given on pages 75-79) 


Two decisions of the Grand Matron were: “The Order 
of the Eastern Star has no pass word.” “It is not proper to 
pass between the Altar and the Worthy Matron.” 


Indian Territory’s first officer in the General Grand 
Chapter was installed at this session, “Brother John Rennie 
as Worthy Grand Marshal.” 


Two Chapters were chartered: Astrea No. 14 at Muskogee 
and Cherokee No. 15 at Tahlequah. 


Total membership, 566. 


Another interesting quote from the Minutes by Brother 
Edmond H. Doyle, Grand Secretary: “Thus the brotherhood 
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of Masonry has been a powerful lever and we believe the 
chief force that has contributed to the elevation of woman. 
Whether the Order of the Eastern Star is an advanced order 
of Masonry none can say, because it embraces in its member- 
ship those we hold most dear.” 


THIRD ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


Guthrie, O. T. June 18, 1892 
Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Matron 

Hon. Zachary T. Walrond, Muskogee, Grand Patron 
Edmond H. Doyle, McAlester, Grand Secretary 


This was a Grand Session of unusual interest presided 
over by the daughter of Brother Joseph S. Murrow, held in 
the capital city of the Oklahoma Territory, Guthrie. 

Its proceedings reported many firsts besides being the 
first session to be held in Oklahoma Territory. 


The first District Deputy Grand Matrons were appointed 
to visit Subordinate Chapters in five districts, namely: 
Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw Nations and Oklahoma 
Territory. 

The first Festal Day celebration was observed in the 
Grand Jurisdiction commemorating the birth of the founder 
of the Order, Robert Morris. 


The first concerted effort of the Grand Chapter to estab- 
lish a Home for Masonic Dependents was made on receiving 
the information of such activities in the Grand Lodge. 


And the first uniform Code of By-Laws was adopted. 

It is interesting to note that with but two exceptions, the 
first eight sections of this Code are still in effect. 

These exceptions, Section 2: “No officer can resign or 
demit during term of office,’ and the section on investigat- 
ing Committee required three members without regard to sex. 


From the address of the Grand Patron, Brother Zachary 
T. Walrond, who held a U. S. Attorneyship of the Court of 
Indian Territory, and was a Past Grand Patron of Kansas, 
we quote: “Growth is the normal condition of all American 
institutions. But little more than three years since the site 
of this populous and hospitable capital city contained no 
habitation of man save a section house. Indian trails have 
been fast extinguished and new fields opened to the farmer, 
the artisan and the tradesman. And these early settlers have 
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planted and established in their new home the Church, the 
School and the Lodge, and, with the latter, the Chapters of 
our beautiful Order. 


While this is the order of events in districts yielded to 
the control of the Caucasian, it can well be said for the 
country retained by the Civilized Tribes that at no period of 
their history have the ranches, the farms and the mines 
teemed with greater prosperity than the present, nor have 
the churches, schools and fraternities surpassed those which 
they now enjoy.” 

The Grand Secretary was the Fraternal Correspondent 
and this Proceedings contained the first Indian Territory 
review of other Grand Chapter Proceedings. 


FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION 
GRAND CHAPTER INDIAN TERRITORY 


Muskogee, I. T., Creek Nation July 10, 1893 


Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Matron 
Hon. Zachary T. Walrond, Muskogee, Grand Patron 
Edmond H. Doyle, McAlester, Grand Secretary 


The Grand Matron, Clara A. McBride, opened the Grand 
Chapter in Ample Form. 


Mary Walrond, Past Matron of Astrea (Muskogee) Chap- 
ter welcomed the delegates, saying: “ ...we welcome you 
as representative women; your presence here encourages us 
and gives promise of permanency of this organization; we 
trust you have brought us cheering intelligence of the spread 
of the principles of the Order in communities in which you 
reside.” 


From the Grand Patron’s report we quote: “At the Tri- 
ennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter in Columbus, 
Ohio, we rejoice to report that our claim of jurisdiction 
over Oklahoma has been sustained and the question finally 
and satisfactorily settled,’ and, further, “no Chapter can 
exist where petitioners are inspired with no higher object 
than the gratification of their curiosity by receiving the 
degrees. All must be impressed with the permanency of the 
institution, and the necessity that it be maintained by healthy 
attendance upon all its meetings. There should be a higher 
motive activating the membership than mere curiosity or the 
pleasure of banqueting at the close of the exercises.” In 
closing, Brother Walrond said: ‘We invoke upon the beloved 
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a memeeeememeeneneemeemeeeeeeee 


Order the richest blessings from the Day-spring on high, the 
Star of Bethlehem.” 

The Jurisprudence Committee report recommended that 
the first nine officers of the Grand Chapter should be elected. 


It was interesting to note that many of the interested 
and working members were ministers of different Protestant 
denominations. 


There were at this time nineteen Chapters with 674 
members and a treasury balance of $50, and $25 was donated 
to the Masonic Home Fund. 


FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


Oklahoma City, O. T.- August 17, 18, 1894 
Carrie M. Perkins, Guthrie, Grand Matron 

Rev. Lewis S. Byrd, Grand Patron 

Leo Edmond Bennett, Grand Secretary 


Worthy Grand Matron reports the Order steadily ad- 
vancing notwithstanding the depression. She appointed the 
District Deputy Grand Matrons, but the Finance Committee 
suggested that all District Deputies’ visits be financed by 
the Chapters visited. She recommends that some fund be 
created to pay travel expenses for the Grand Matron when 
visiting Chapters. A resolution to abolish the fee for one 
dollar for affiliation was adopted, as was a resolution to 
make the Conductress eligible for the office of Worthy Ma- 
tron. 

The Grand Patron reported a healthy growth of the 
Order. 

The Proceedings contained a section captioned “Dis- 
cipline,” which contained the names of all those suspended 
or expelled for any cause. 


SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 

INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 
Atoka, I. T., Choctaw Nation August 15, 1895 
Mary D. Walrond, Muskogee, Grand Matron 
Rev. A. Frank Ross, Hartshorne, Grand Patron 
Carrie M. Perkins, Guthrie, Grand Secretary 
Grand Chapter called to order by the Grand Marshal, 

Sister Agnes Cameron. 

The Grand Matron visited only one Chapter besides her 
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own. She advised all members to urge ‘“‘non-affiliates” to be- 
come members of some Chapter and use all available means 
to make them earnest and zealous workers. She reported 
the passing of Robert McCoy of New York and paid tribute 
to his as a “leading propagator of the Order of the Eastern 
States 


The Grand Patron reported four Chapters instituted, one 
at El Reno, Mistletoe Chapter, with Miss M. Alice Sitton (later 
Mrs. Charles R. Miller) as Associate Matron, who later be- 
came Grand Matron in 1899 to 1901 and then served as Most 
Worthy Grand Matron 1910-1913. Another Chapter instituted 
this year was Checotah, with Miss Malda Charles as Associate 
Matron and she was elected Grand Matron in 1898, and was 
later married to Mr. Craig. 


The election of Grand Officers included that of Grand 
Lecturer, elected for the first time. Brother Bennnett, newly 
elected Grand Patron, was called to the Altar to receive a 
reprimand. (It will be remembered that at the 1894 Grand 
Chapter reported “all those disciplined”’). This “reprimand,” 
however, in reality was a beautiful jewel presented to him 
as a Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch 
which had just closed and Brother Bennett had left before 
the presentation. 


SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 

Muskogee, Creek Nation August 13, 1896 
Mary M. Rogers, Atoka, Grand Matron 
Leo E. Bennett, Muskogee, Grand Patron 
Carrie M. Perkins, Guthrie, Grand Secretary 
Most popular place—the ice-water keg. 
Temperature, 108. 


Twin Territories were mentioned frequently. The Grand 
Patron stated that “a number of prominent and influential 
Masons living in localities where no Eastern Star Chapters 
exist, desire to receive the degrees at this time for the pur- 
pose of organizing Chapters in their home towns,” and de- 
cided that, according to certain sections of the Constitution, 
he had power to confer the degrees at this time. The Juris- 
prudence Committee was in accord and report received and 
adopted. 

The degrees were conferred on five candidates which 
made every Past Grand Master and the Grand Master, A.F. & 
A.M., members of the Order. This list included Brother Arm- 
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strong, Grand River, I. T., newly elected Grand Master. He 
was the last Chief of the Wyandotte tribe of Indians. Also, 
one of the candidates was James E. Humphrey, Eminent 
Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery. 


Brother John Coyle of Rush Springs, the outgoing Grand 
Master, had been initiated at Checotah, but had joined Ella 
Morris Chapter at Chickasha, which Chapter he had insti- 
tuted. 


The Grand Matron had granted special permission to the 
Grand Patron to receive the petition of Chickasha Chapter 
with fifty-five names on it. 


Mistletoe Chapter at El Reno had previously been insti- 
tuted with the required number of members, although their 
petition showed too many names. The record of this Chap- 
ter showed the name of Sister M. Alice Sitton (afterward 
Miller) as Associate Matron. The Grand Chapter adopted 
the “test oath” adopted by the General Grand Chapter and 
the Grand Secretary was directed to have same printed and 
sent to the Subordinate Chapters along with the Constituting 
Ceremonies written by Edmond H. Doyle. 


EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


POGE ys Gals August 12, 1897 
Rebecca M. Swain, Vinita, Grand Matron 

Leo E. Bennett, Muskogee, Grand Patron 

Carrie M. Perkins, Guthrie, Grand Secretary 


This Grand Session opened with a most eloquent ad- 
dress of welcome by Brother Rucker, Associate Grand Pa- 
tron and a member of Perry Chapter. Quoting in part: “All 
nature smiles upon us as we turn with hearts glowing with 
gratitude to the Great Beneficent Author of our being, for 
the manifold blessings we enjoy. For the first time in the 
history of the Cherokee Outlet, the Grand Chapter of our 
beloved Order has met on its soil.” 


The Grand Matron, Rebecca M. Swain, a half-breed Cher- 
Okee Indian, who was so proud of being a “squaw,” was one 
of the most brilliant minds ever serving as Grand Matron 
and her address contained much wise and beautiful philoso- 
phy and was really a classic. We quote ins part="Totmnp 
other Order comes the opportunity to erase from the hearts 
and minds of men the fact that secret orders lack the vital 
elements of the teaching of Jesus Christ... . The objects of 
the Grand Chapters are to make laws, keep harmony, and to 
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more deeply impress upon the attendants the teachings of 
the Order, so that every one may carry to their homes an 
irrepressible enthusiasm that can be imparted to the ones 
who are denied the pleasure of attending.” 


She recommends the purchase of a seal for the Grand 
Matron, thereby giving a greater dignity to the documents 
going from her office. 


She closes her report: “To those who have rendered me 
kindnesses innumerable accept my deepest and truest grati- 
tude, for be assured it can only be known in its depths and 
fullness when all secret things are revealed.” 


The Grand Patron, being an employee of the United 
States Government-(he was U. S. Marshal) felt he could not 
give proper attention to the duties of his office, so delegated 
his Grand Patron’s duties to the Grand Secretary, and in her 
report she stated that.she began on the Rock Island Railroad 
(from her home in Guthrie) and organized five Chapters 
down the line. She rode one hundred and fifty miles ina 
buggy from Shawnee to Mangum and organized a “live” 
Chapter there. She recommended that the Grand Secretary 
and Grand Treasurer be bonded in some guaranty company. 
An action taken and adopted without a dissenting voice was 
“That the Grand Chapter of New York, under the McCoy 
system, to be a clandestine Grand Chapter and all Order of 
Eastern Star intercourse with said Grand Chapter or mem- 
bers holding allegiance thereto is hereby forbidden.” 


This year marked the Grand Chapter’s greatest growth, 
with twenty Chapters being granted Charters. 

Total number of Chapters, 49 

Total membership, 1,476 

Cash balance in treasury, $286.81. 


The Grand Chapter is financially able to pay the post- 
age for the Grand Matron—ten dollars—and allow SY 
dollars for a Past Grand Matron’s jewel. 


NINTH ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


Vinita, I. T., Cherokee Nation August 11, 1898 
Sallie M. Scott, Muskogee, Grand Matron 

Henry Rucker, Perry, O. T., Grand Patron 

Carrie M. Perkins, Guthrie, Grand Secretary 


The Indian Territory continued to choose as its leaders 
women of courageous ability, punctuated with a deep sense 
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of humility—Sallie Scott was of this school. From her ad- 
dress: “The experiences of the year have enabled me to 
realize more fully than ever before, the dignity and respon- 
sibility of this high position. A deep sense of the varied and 
essential qualifications required of those who shall assume 
these momentous duties has caused me to tremble lest | 
should by my inefficiency fail to sustain the high standard 
which has been maintained by my predecessors.” 


She was ably assisted by her husband, Brother James A. 
Scott, who was Most Worshipful Grand Master, A.F. & A.M., 
at the same time Sister Scott served as Grand Matron. 


The Grand Patron’s report commented on the events 
of the day, demonstrating “to the world that we are a nation 
not only of patriots but also of philanthropists. In the brief 
period of one hundred fourteen days, we have commenced, 
prosecuted and ended a war fought for human liberty and 
have driven from the Western Hemisphere, forever, all ves- 
tiges of Spain. Our own loved Territories contributed their 
quota of the brave boys who won out so gallantly before 
Santiago and San Juan.” 


By this time, our Fraternal Correspondence had become 
a medium of interchange of constructive criticism and I’m 
sure was a strong contributing factor in establishing uni- 
form practices and policies of the Grand Chapters. To illus- 
trate, we quote Sister Perkins’ review of Illinois: “She (the 
{llinois reviewer) reviews the Indian Territory Proceedings 
of 1896 in good shape and quotes liberally from the Grand 
Patron’s address. Does not like the amendment to our By- 
Laws giving to Past Matrons the right to open Chapter in the 
absence of the Worthy Matron and Associate Matron; says 
this is in direct conflict with the Ritual, which in his opinion 
should take precedence over all by-laws. . .. She says it 
was strongly contested and judged by reading between the 
lines that the Grand Secretary was on the negative side.” 
Sister Perkins commented: “Right you are, Sister, but the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory when they get started 
don’t ever mind such little things as the Ritual. ... Well, I 
guess it’s the air we breathe.” 
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TENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 
Wynnewood, I. T., Chickasaw Nation August 10, 1899 
Miss Malda N. Charles, Checotah, Grand Matron 

W. L. Eagleton, Pawnee, Grand Patron 
Carrie M. Perkins, Guthrie, Grand Secretary 


We have written many letters in an attempt to learn 
something of Malda Charles, the beautiful and brilliant young 
girl who was the Indian Territory’s tenth Grand Matron, 
other than the meager information gleaned from the Grand 
Chapter Proceedings, but our efforts, so far, have been un- 
successful. 


We have every reason to believe she was the youngest 
Grand Matron to have served. The records of her Checotah 
Chapter show that she was the Associate Matron when they 
were instituted in 1896, having affiliated from Mexico Chap- 
ter. That she represented her Chapter and served on the 
Finance Committee in Grand Chapter in 1897 and at the 
Grand Chapter Session in 1898 at Vinita, she acted as Asso- 
ciate Grand Conductress during the session and at its close 
was elected and installed as Grand Matron. 


The report of her work revealed further her fitness to 
fill the high office assigned to her. She opens her address: 
“With devout hearts and with a feeling of thankfulness to 
Him who guarded our every step,’ and concluded: “and \ 
cannot too strongly urge upon you to take this work (Ma- 
sonic Home Fund) in hand and carry it forward to a suc- 
cessful end.” 


She included interesting facts, sifted from her Deputies 
in her report. She sent a circular letter “urging Chapters 
to take some definite action leading to the establishing of a 
permanent fund for our Masonic Home” and personally con- 
tributed $7.50 of the $15.00 for postage to that fund—she 
practiced what she admonished the Chapters, “to be more 
systematic and businesslike” in all transactions. 


The Grand Patron was enthusiastic about putting Dis- 
trict Deputy Grand Patrons as organizers in the field to visit 
every Masonic Lodge and place before the members the 
organization of Eastern Star Chapters. He criticized Masons 
for joining the Order of the Eastern Star Chapters and then 
taking no. further interest in them. Concluding his address: 
“The Order of Eastern Star teachings and its work is Mason- 
ry, pure and undefiled, and should be so understood by the 
Masonic Fraternity.” 


INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND MATRONS 
1889-1901 


Mary E. McClure Clara A. McBride Carrie M. Perkins 


1889-90 1891-92 1893-94 
1890-91 1892-93 


Mary Walrond Mary Rogers Rebecca M. Swain 
1894-95 1895-96 1896-97 


Sallie Scott Malda Charles M. Alice Miller 
1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900 


1900-1901 
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
GRAND CHAPTER INDIAN TERRITORY 


Wagoner, I. T. August 16, 1900 
M. Alice Miller, El] Reno, Grand Matron 

George W. Cotton, Durant, Grand Patron 

Benjamin F. Perkins, Guthrie, Acting Grand Secretary 


Many of us remember Sister M. Alice Miller and can 
visualize her opening the eleventh session of the Indian Ter- 
ritory in “clear and ringing tones,” and the first paragraph 
of her address might have been written today. 


We quote: “Since we last met in Convocation, historical 
data of wonderful moment to our nation has been recorded, 
and still questions of vast importance remain undecided. Of 
late, all Christendom has waited with bated breath for word 
of our brothers whose lives are in jeopardy in far away 
China. Our Army and Navy are bravely and nobly working 
for the honor of America. The gem of the ocean is unfurling 
the banner of Liberty and Justice over the islands of the 
sea; and while we rejoice in every biave deed and every 
victory won by our armies and everything which tends to 
the honor of our country and the advancement of civilization 
and humanity, our hearts bleed for the sorrow and misery 
of war, and for the anxious ones at home who long for the 
return of peace and the homecoming of loved ones.” 


Sister Miller corresponded regularly with Subordinate 
Chapter officers and wrote 445 letters, not including a cir- 
cular letter by the chairman of the Board of Trustees et. the 
Masonic Home Fund asking for assistance in raising funds. 
The Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M., in session at the same time 
in Wagoner passed the following resolution: “Resolved, That 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M., of Indian Ter- 
ritory does most heartily endorse the Order known as the 
Order of the Eastern Star, not as a part of Masonry, but as a 
most useful adjunct to Masonry, in its great work, it being 
composed of Master Masons, their wives, widows, mothers, 
sisters and daughters, and we recommend the Order to all 
Masons.” This resolution and the notice of its adoption 
was transmitted to the Grand Chapter with certification: 
“This is to certify that the above is a true record from the 
Proceedings of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. 
Indian Territory.—J. S. Murrow, Grand Secretary.” 

The Grand Matron submitted a ceremony which she had 
written, with instructions for instituting Subordinate Chap- 
ters. The ceremony was adopted. 


| 
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Brother W. H. Mead of Kingfisher, O. T., introduced a 
petition asking that the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory 
relinquish jurisdiction over the Chapters located in Okla- 
homa Territory that they might organize a Grand Chapter 
of Oklahoma Territory. After an informal discussion the 
resolution was tabled. 


The sudden death of Sister Carrie M. Perkins, Grand Sec- 
retary, caused the Grand Chapter much concern, and the in- 
ability of Grand Chapter Officers for quick communications 
resulted in monetary shortage and much misunderstanding 
and was never fully satisfactorily settled. 


TWELFTH ANNUAL SESSION 
GRAND CHAPTER OF INDIAN TERRITORY 


Durant, Choctaw Nation August 15, 1901 
M. Alice Miller, El Reno, Grand Matron 

Hugo Haas, Atoka, Grand Patron 

Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Secretary 


Grand Chapter declared opened by the Grand Matron 
and proclaimed by Sister Ruth McNeal (Choate), Grand 
Marshal. 


Sister Almena Harrison of Durant, in welcoming the 
delegates, said: “We are here not for social enjoyment alone, 
though we hope this may be a pleasant feature of the occa- 
sion, but for a review of the past year’s work, wise delibera- 
tions for future achievements, and for strengthening of sa- 
cred home ties of united womanhood in the relationship of 
mothers, wives, daughters, sisters and helpless childhood.” 


After reporting a year filled with unselfish efficient 
service for our Order, the Grand Matron closed her address: 
“I shall ever feel a deep interest in the Order and you will 
find me willing and glad at all times to lend a helping hand.” 
Sister Miller stressed the need for Deputy Grand Matrons for 
Chapter visitations, but emphasized the need of the Grand 
Matron visiting, especially the weak Chapters, and asked for 
expenses for this visitation. 

This was the last Grand Chapter of the Twin Territories, 
for the plea for separation was granted to the Oklahoma 
Chapter of Oklahoma Territory. 

The Chapters of the Indian Territory Grand Chapter, 
August, 1901, were: 

Ohoyo-Homa No. 1, Atoka Pancaunala No. 3, Colbert 
Antek-Homa No. 2, McAlester Savanna No. 4, Lehigh 
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Naomi No. 5, Fairland 
Walnut Grove No. 7, Hanson 
Zion No. 8, Leon 
Oklahoma No. 10, Okla. City, 
O. T. 
Electa No. 11, Muldrow 
Guthrie No. 12, Guthrie, O. T. 
Daugherty No. 13, Daugherty 
Astrea No. 14, Muskogee 
Cherokee No. 15, Tahlequah 
Whitefield No. 16, Whitefield 


Durant No. 17, Durant 
Hartshorne No. 19, Harts- 
horne 
Eufaula No. 18, Eufaula 
Purity No. 20, Vinita 
Wynnewood No. 21, Wynne- 
wood 
Sunrise No. 22, Nowata 
Perry No. 23, Perry, O. T. 
McKey No. 24, McKey 
Checotah No. 25, Checotah 
Alida No. 26, Krebs 
Mistletoe No. 27, El] Reno, 
O2Ae 
Enterprise No. 28, Enterprise 
Ella Morris No. 29, Chickasha 
Ruth No. 30, Tecumseh, O. T. 
Allen No. 31, Allen 
Golden Chain No. 32, Oak- 
land 
Mannsville No. 33, Mannsville 
Wagoner No. 34, Wagoner 
Esther No. 35, Pawnee, O. T. 
Enid No. 36, Enid, O. T. 
Coronado No. 37, Hennessey 
Marlow No. 38, Marlow 
Duncan No. 39, Duncan 
Kingfisher No. 40, Kingfish- 
er, O. T. 


Norman No. 41, Norman, 
One lie 

Center No. 42, Center 

Shawnee No. 43, Shawnee, 
Omi 

Mangum No. 44, Mangum 

Glenn No. 45, Woodford 

Berwyn No. 46, Berwyn 

Ardmore No. 47, Ardmore 

Davis No. 48, Davis 

Altus No. 49, Altus, O. T. 


Pryor Creek No. 50, Pryor 
Creek 

Chicaskia No. 51, Blackwell, 
Orel 

Caddo No. 52, Caddo 

Fanchon No. 53, Ponca City, 
Onl: 

Ivanhoe No. 54, Stillwater 

Aurora No. 55, Sterrett 

Myrtle No. 56, McMillan 

Remus No. 57, Remus, O. T. 

Happy Home No. 58, Holden- 
ville 

Malda No. 59, Lebanon 

Alva No. 60, Alva, O. T. 

Thackerville No. 61, Thack- 
erville 

Marietta No. 62, Marietta 

Pawhuska No. 63, Pawhuska, 
Gale 

Burneyville No. 64, Burney- 
ville 

Kiowa No. 65, Kiowa 

Mulhall No. 66, Mulhall, O. T. 

Radiant No. 67, Lexington, 
Oma: 

Hickory Grove No. 68, Hick- 
ory 

Geary No. 69, Geary, O. T. 
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DISPENSATIONS PENDING 


Occidental U.D., Weatherford, O. T. 
Wakita U.D., Wakita, O. T. 

Siroud, C.D. stroudsu), J: 

Webbers Falls U.D., Webbers Falls 
Bokoshe U.D., Bokoshe 

Sapulpa U.D., Sapulpa 
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WITHDRAWAL OF CHAPTERS IN OKLAHOMA 
TERRITORY 


The first indication of a movement toward the with- 
drawal of the Chapters in Oklahoma Territory, when a ter- 
ritorial government was set up after the opening of that 
country for the settlement by the white man, came in the 
form of correspondence between the Most Worthy Grand 
Matron of the General Grand Chapter and the Rev. J. S. 
Murrow, Grand Patron of the O.E.S. of Indian Territory. 


From the Grand Patron’s report in 1891 at the Second 
Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory we 
quote: 


“CORRESPONDENCE 


“In December I received a letter from our honored 
Grand Matron, Sister McClure, informing me of certain 
correspondence with the M.W. Grand Matron, Sister Rans- 
ford, Indianapolis, Indiana, touching jurisdiction over the 
Charters in Oklahoma. A letter from Sister Ransford was 
enclosed. Believing that the true situation was not thor- 
oughly understood by the M.W. Grand Matron, I addressed 
to her a letter, and the following correspondence resulted: 


Office of Grand Patron, Order of the Eastern Star 
ATOKA smd: Ler, Jans. 1o94 


Mrs. Nettie Ransford, Most Worthy Grand Matron, 
General Grand Chapter, O.E.S. 
M.W. and Dear Sister: 


Mrs. M. E. McClure, Grand Worthy Matron of Indian 
Territory, has forwarded to me a letter from you to her in 
reference to the status of Chaptes O.E.S. in Oklahoma inti- 
mating the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Indian Ter- 
ritory does not extend over Oklahoma. You are probably not 
aware of the peculiar condition of affairs here. The O.E.S. 
is an adopted rite, dependent upon Masonic Lodges for ma- 
terial and based largely upon Masonic regulations and condi- 
tions. 


The Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Indian Territory was 
organized in 1874. It defines its jurisdictional boundary 
lines as follows: “On the north by the State of Kansas; on 
the east by the States of Missouri and Arkansas; on the 
south by the State of Texas; on the west by Texas and the 
Territory of New Mexico.” 
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With these geographical lines it nas been recognized by 
every Grand Lodge in the United States. It still holds its 
original jurisdiction. Oklahoma Masons recognize this jur- 
isdiction. The Grand Lodge of Indian Territory grants dis- 
pensations for the formation of new Lodges, and in due 
time Charters. No other Grand Lodge has thought of invad- 
ing that territory. But you may suggest that there is no 
General Grand Lodge to claim this open territory. Last 
year, after Oklahoma had been erected into a Territory, a 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter was organized in the Indian 
Territory under the Constitution of the General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the U. S. of America. Our Grand Chapter 
claims the same jurisdiction with the same geographical 
lines with the Grand Lodge. This jurisdiction is recognized 
by the General Grand Chapter. Two Chapters were granted 
dispensations last year and at last Grand Convention Char- 
ters were issued. Both at the Grand Communication of the 
Grand Lodge and the Grand Convocation of the Grand Chap- 
ter last November, the Masons of Oklahoma publicly ex- 
pressed themselves as satisfied with this condition of affairs. 
They stated they had no wish at present to organize sepa- 
rately and doubted if they should. The time is coming, prob- 
ably in the near future, when this whole Territory will be 
one politically, etc. Should this not occur soon, however, 
and Oklahoma becomes sufficiently strong to organize a 
Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, etc., Indian Territory will cor- 
dially withdraw its jurisdiction and help her daughter to 
set up house for herself. 


It is unnecessary and unwise to hasten new Grand Or- 
ganizations which may ere long have to be consolidated. We 
are getting along nicely as we are, in peace and harmony. 


In our Grand Chapter O.E.S. the Grand Matron lives in 
Oklahoma, the Grand Patron in Indian Territory. There are 
no jealousies, no rivalries. My advice is that the General 
Grand Chapter make no effort for the present at least to 
claim exclusive jurisdiction over Oklahoma. 


Sincerely and truly, 
J. S. Murrow, Grand Patron 


General Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star 
Indianapolis, Ind., June 12, 1891 
J. S. Murrow, Grand Patron, Atoka, I. T. 


Dear Brother: 


Your favor of January 9th is received and contents 
noted. I wrote the Grand Matron, Sister McClure, some time 
since and have just replied to her answer to my letter. The 
O.E.S. is not auxiliary to the Masonic fraternity, but is de- 
pendent upon the members of the fraternity and their imme- 
diate relations for its membership. It has laws and regula- 
tions for its own government and Sec. 2 of Art. 3 says “It 
shall have and maintain exclusive jurisdiction for the organ- 
ization and government of Chapters in all States and other 
territory where no Grand Chapter exists and may grant 
Charters for the formation of new Chapters, and for cause 
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may revoke and annul the same until such Grand Chapter 
shall be legally organized therein and recognized by the 
Most Worthy Grand Patron or General Grand Chapter.” 
Hence the question of jurisdiction is settled and no matter 
what other bodies do our law is plain. If the Territory of 
Oklahoma were left to Indian Territory then Massachusetts 
might take New Hampshire, etc. 


I have considered the peculiar situation and the result 
is something after this: That the organization of Oklahoma 
Chapters occurring before the division of the Territory, it 
should remain under the jurisdiction of Indian Territory 
Grand Chapter until enough Chapters shall be organized to 
warrant the organization of a Grand Chapter, when they 
will cast their lot in with Oklahoma Territory. Guthrie 
Chapter was organized after the division and should be 
transferred to the G.G.C. The fees and dues should be given 
over and the Charter exchanged for one from the General 
Grand Chapter. Of course all Chapters hereinafter organ- 
ized in Oklahoma will be closed by the G.G.C. 


The peace and harmony of neither the Grand Chapter 
of Indian Territory or the G.G.C. need be affected by this, 
nor is it my desire to do anything save that which shall pro- 
mote and further both peace and harmony. The question 
was referred to me and under the law I can decide no other 
way. I shall hope for a further acquaintance with those 
who are actively engaged in the work in our distant field. 

Sincerely, 
NETTIE RANSFORD 


‘General Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star 
Atoka, I. T., Jan. 21, 1891 
Mrs. Nettie Ransford, Most Worthy Grand Matron, 
General Grand Chapter, O.E.S., United States America, 


M.W. and Dear Sister: 


Yours of the 13th came promptly. I have carefully read 
and considered vour letter and its arguments, and am still 
convinced you have not a correct idea of the situation. 


Here are the facts: A Grand Chapter O.E.S. was organ- 
ized in July, 1889, in Indian Territory with jurisdiction co- 
extensive with the geographical boundaries of the Indian 
Territory which includes the present Territory of Oklahoma, 
which was not at that time erected into a separate civil or 
political territory by the U. S. Government. This Grand 
Chapter was organized under and by the authority of the 
General Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the United States and rec- 
ognized by the General Grand Chapter with the above men- 
tioned jurisdiction, proclaimed legally constituted, etc. Since 
that time Oklahoma has been erected into a separate civil - 
Territory by the U. S. Government. Does this act of the 
U. S. Government abrogate the claim of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. Indian Territory to jurisdiction legally obtained and 
never surrendered by this Territory? I think not. 


Why, even the U. S. Government does not claim Jjuris- 
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tion over that portion of Oklahoma upon which the Indian 
claim, title or jurisdiction has not been surrendered. Okla- 
homa, according to the Act of Congress, includes not only 
the portion now settled by whites, but the Cherokee Strip 
and other parts of the western half of Indian Territory. 


The U.S. Government is now negotiating with the Chero- 
kees and other tribes for the extinguishment of their claims 
—Jurisdiction. Shall the General Grand Chapter O.E.S. be 
more arbitrary and unjust to its own child than the U. S. 
Government? I repeat, the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian 
Territory was organized with jurisdiction covering the en- 
tire Territory as it then existed. 


The General Grand Chapter recognized and proclaimed 
it as a Grand Chapter with this jurisdiction. If the Grand 
Chapter has never surrendered any portion of this Territory, 
it will cheerfully make this surrender when asked by the 
Chapters in Oklahoma (white) Territory or indeed by the 
General Grand Chapter if the General Grand Chapter needs 
that Territory or wants it, but we do kindly and earnestly 
protest against being despoiled of our territory without so 
much as “by your leave.” You quote from the General 
Grand Constitution on Territories, etc., and add “if the 
Territory of Oklahoma were left to Indian Territory then 
might Massachusetts take New Hampshire, etc.” The cases 
are not parallel. If New Hampshire had been part of Massa- 
chusetts and a Grand Chapter had been organized in Massa- 
chusetts covering New Hampshire, and afterwards New 
Hampshire had been erected into a separate territory by the 
civil powers, then in my opinion the claim of Massachusetts 
to New Hampshire would be Masonically legal and right until 
surrendered voluntarily. 


If you insist upon your position let me ask if you claim 
for the General Grand Chapter jurisdiction over the Cherokee 
Strip, the Cheyenne, Arapahoe, Wichita and other reserva- 
tions included in the same act erecting Oklahoma into a 
Territory, but upon which reservations no whites are per- 


mitted to settle, no U. S. laws, no U. S. claim, ete. We have 
at least one Lodge A.F. & A.M. out there and if the brethren 
and sisters desire to organize a Chapter where shall they go 
for dispensation? 


I beg, M.W. and dear Sister, to assure you that it affords 
me sincere regret to differ with your views, but as Grand 
Patron of our little aboriginal Grand Chapter I am duty 
bound to protect its rights as I see them. 


Also, lam an old Mason and as Grand Master and Grand 
Secretary for many years am fairly well acquainted with the 
common law of Masonry on these points and believe me, my 
position is correct. 

With sincere respect and loyalty, I am yours, 


J. S. Murrow, Grand Patron 
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General Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star 
Indianapolis, Ind., June 12, 1891 
J. S. Murrow, Grand Patron, Atoka, Indian Territory 
Dear Brother: 


Your favor of June 9th came to me in the last delivery 
yesterday and I immediately copied your letters which | 
send herewith. Also find enclosed $1.00 (one dollar) sent 
for copies. 

I delayed answering your last letter, thinking that mat- 
ters would adjust themselves. In view of the near approach 
of the meeting of your Grand Chapter I will send reply. 


My attention was called to the situation of affairs in 
Indian and Oklahoma Territories by a letter from the Worthy 
Patron of Guthrie Chapter. I still cannot conform to your 
views, but think that the division of the Territory placed all 
territory not under the civil authority of Indian Territory 
under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter. How- 
ever, those Chapters organized prior to the formation of 
Oklahoma Territory and located within that jurisdiction, 
under the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory, so remain until 
a sufficient number of Subordinate Chapters be organized in 
Oklahoma Territory to organize a Grand Chapter. 


All Chapters hereafter organized in Oklahoma Territory 
should come under the General Grand Chapter. The interests 
of the mother and child are mutual. I most sincerely respect 
the opinion of my brother, I assure you, who has served so 
long and faithfully in the Masonic fraternity and whose wis- 
dom and judgment far exceed mine. I have looked at the 
question from both standpoints and would gladly persuade 
myself to your way of thinking, but in my humble judgment 
the law of the O.E.S. requires this interpretation. Aye, my 
brother, I heartily echo the wish to visit your Grand Chapter 
and regret that distance prevents that pleasure at the coming 
session. Please extend to the Chapter my very earnest wishes 
for peace and prosperity, and hoping for further communi- 
cation in which we shall be one in thought, I am very sin- 
cerely, 

NETTIE RANSFORD, M.W. Grand Matron 


SUMMARY 


1st. The Grand Chapter of Indian Territory was organ- 
ized with jurisdiction over what is now Oklahoma Territory 
and with this jurisdiction it was recognized and proclaimed 
a Grand Chapter legally organized by the General Grand 
Chapter. 


2nd. This jurisdiction has not been surrendered by the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory. 


3rd. The General Grand Chapter can hardly claim 
jurisdiction over Oklahoma under that provision of the Con- 
stitution quoted by the M.W. General Grand Matron, viz.: 
“It shall have and maintain exclusive jurisdiction for the 
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organization and government of Chapters in all States and 
Territory where no Grand Chapter exists,’ because a Grand 
Chapter did exist in Oklahoma before it was erected into 
separate Territory by the U. S. Government. 


4th. The General Grand Matron’s own decision admits 
the justice of our claim where she decides that the Chapter 
at Oklahoma City may remain a constituent member of the 
Grand Chapter of Indian Territory, while the Constitution 
provides for exclusive jurisdiction. 


oth. Both the Chapters in Oklahoma Territory prefer to 
remain united with the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory. 
I understand the only objection to this has come from one 
man, viz., the Worthy Patron of the Chapter at Guthrie. 


6th. Until the future status of the two Territories are 
better determined it seems to be far wiser not to disturb the 
present harmonious relations existing between the Chapters 
in Indian and Oklahoma Territories. 

Let us have peace and harmony. 


Fraternally submitted, 
J. S. Murrow, Grand Patron 


At the Assembly of the General Grand Chapter held in 
1892, the Most Worthy Grand Matron gave in her report as 
follows: 


In November, 1890, the Worthy Patron of Guthrie Chap- 
ter No. 12, Oklahoma Territory, wrote me requesting that 
Oklahoma Territory be placed under the jurisdiction of the 
General Grand Chapter. It is now under the jurisdiction of 
Indian Territory. 


Upon receipt of this letter, I wrote the Grand Matron 
of Indian Territory, asking if they were organizing Chapters 
in Oklahoma Territory, and expressing the opinion that, on 
the erection of Oklahoma Territory, that portion reverted to 
the General Grand Chapter. 


To this letter came a response from the Grand Patron: 
maintaining the right of the Grand Chapter of Indian Terri- 
tory to the “jurisdiction co-extensive with the geographical 
boundaries of Indian Territory when the Grand Chapter was 
organized and recognized, and that the erection of Oklahoma 
Territory into a separate civil or political territory in no 
wise affected the boundaries of the Indian Territory, Order 
of the Eastern Star. 


Several letters passed between us in the discussion of 
the subject. The Grand Chapter of Indian Territory holding 
its meeting during that time, the correspondence was sub- 
mitted to that body, which sustained the position of the 
Grand Patron. 


(Note: This was certainly a case of “the irresistible force 
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meeting the immovable object, and could you have known 
them personally, as we did, you would really appreciate 
this situation.—M.E.S.) 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron continues: 


As my correspondence was not intended for the Grand 
Chapter, but to ascertain the facts in the case and reach a 
conclusion that should be for the best interests of all, I 
deemed it unwise and unnecessary to press my convictions 
and cause discord between parent and child. 


Feeling that whatever was done was a precedent for fu- 
ture guidance, it was decided between the Grand Matron, 
Grand Patron and myself, to hold the matter in abeyance 
for your careful consideration and decision, and whatever 
it may be, the members in that jurisdiction will readily 
acquiesce. The correspondence is herewith submitted. 
Sene Correspondence included in beginning of this arti- 
cle. 


REPORT OF JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER, 1892 


In the matter of jurisdiction over the Territory of Okla- 
homa, we find that on July 11, 1889, a Grand Chapter was 
organized for the Indian Territory, which then embraced 
the geographical domain since set apart by the U. S. Gov- 
ernment as the Territory of Oklahoma. 


Subsequent to the organization of said Grand Chapter 
this body formally recognized it and thereby surrendered to 
it all the government and control of the Order in said terri- 
tory, and we find no law whereby this General Grand Chap- 
ter can regain goverment and contro] over the Order in 
that Territory, or any portion thereof, unless it be voluntarily 
surrendered, or the Grand Chapter ceases to exist; and, in 
our opinion, said Grand Chapter still has exclusive jurisdic- 
tion, and can exercise all the rights of sovereignty therein 
until, by arrangements mutually satisfactory to the Chapters 
in the two Territories, it may surrender a portion thereof. 


Any other action, it seems to us, would give rise to 
many complications and bring controversies into the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, instead of leaving the settlement of 
details where they properly belong and can be most satis- 
factorily adjusted with the Order in that jurisdiction. 


The Committee theorizes on the possibility of such a 
condition arising again in some other political division, espe- 
cially Texas, and then continues its report: 


We have no right, and certainly it is not expedient for 
us to assume it, to attempt to declare what portion of the 
Order in any given jurisdiction, that may be divided by the 
action of the civil government only, shall retain, and what 
portion shall surrender the rights they have in a Grand Body 
of which they are co-ordinate members. 
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We, therefore, submit the following: 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory 
is entitled to retain jurisdiction over the entire original geo- 
graphical territory for which it was organized until by its 
own action, it may surrender same either to this General 
Grand Chapter or a Grand Chapter that may be organized 
for the Territory of Oklahoma. 


Respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL L. C. RHODES 
Mrs. MAry E. PARTRIDGE 
Mrs. IpA M. BELOATE 


This resolution presented by the Jurisprudence Commit- . 
tee relative to the Indian Territory matter was upon motion 
adopted, thirty (30) voting in the affirmative and none in 
the negative. 

There is no record of any more action on this matter 
until the Eleventh Convocation of the Grand Chapter of 
Indian Territory in 1900, Brother William H. Mead of King- 
fisher introduced a resolution to the effect that the Grand 
Chapter of Indian Territory release jurisdiction of the Sub- 
ordinate Chapters in Oklahoma Territory. 


An informal discussion revealed that most of the mem- 
bers thought that this was a question for the General Grand 
Chapter (evidently they were not familiar with the Proceed- 
ings of Indian Territory of 1891 and the General Grand Chap- 
ter of 1892 recorded elsewhere in this volume); that there 
was a remote possibility of the political reunion of the two 
Territories, and leaving an indebtedness for the Indian Ter- 
ritory to pay. 

This resolution was “tabled,” and again in 1901 it was 
brought before the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory and 
that body voted to release jurisdiction of the Subordinate 
Chapters in the political division known as Oklahoma Terri- 
tory to the General Grand Chapter and the following was 
sent to the Most Worthy Grand Patron: 


Judge N. A. Gearhart, 
Most Worthy Grand Patron, O.E.S. 
Duluth, Minn. 


Dear Brother: 


This is io certify that at the last session of the Grand 
Chapter of Indian Territory, held in Durant, I. T., Aug. 15-16, 
1901, the Constituent Chapters located in Oklahoma Territory 
were released from the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of 
Indian Territory, they desiring to be organized into a sepa- 
rate jurisdiction. 


Ces.) CLARA A, McBripe, Grand Secretary 
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NATIONS COMPRISING THE INDIAN TERRITORY 


1—Cherokee Nation 4—-Choctaw Nation 


2—Creek Nation 5—Chickasaw Nation 
3—Seminole Nation 
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I recommend that you accept such notice as a release 
to the General Grand Chapter of the Oklahoma Territory by 
instructing your incoming Most Worthy Grand Patron to 
organize a Grand Chapter in Oklahoma at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment. 


This was the end of the affiliation of twenty Chapters 
with Indian Territory Grand Chapter. 


CONVENTION OF ORGANIZATION 
OKLAHOMA TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 


Notice of call from the Most Worthy Grand Patron, L. 
Cabell Williamson, was sent to all Worthy Matrons, Worthy 
Patrons and Associate Matrons, or their legally appointed 
proxies, that a Convention would be held February 14, 1902, 
for the Organization of a Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory. 

Meeting was called to order at Guthrie by Mrs. Laura B. 
Hart, Most Worthy Grand Matron, with fifteen chartered and 
eight U.D. Chapters represented. 

M. Alice Miller, W. L. Eagleton and F. L. Laverty were 
appointed a Committee on Constitution and Law. After their 
report was read and adopted, the Most Worthy Grand Matron 
proclaimed the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory duly 
organized. 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF INDIAN TERRITORY 
1902—1909 


When the Oklahoma Territory Chapters withdrew from 
the home fold to enter into a new experience in the Order 
of Eastern Star life and organize a Grand Chapter of their 
own, the Grand Chapter of the Indian Territory closed ranks 
and marched forward in the true pioneer spirit, hand in 
hand with the great Masonic Fraternity, to carry forward the 
fraternal banner of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. 


With grim determination and unwavering faith and un- 
daunted zeal each Grand Matron worked for the progress of 
the Order, not alone for the growth in Chapters and mem- 
bership, but for a better understanding of the ritualistic 
ceremonies and the uniform exemplification of our work. 


The social side of the Order was not neglected. Many 
were the entertainments and “sociables” planned to promote 
cheerful companionship and social enjoyments and yet they 
held well the admonition of the early day leaders “that 
utmost care be taken that the purposes of our Order, the cry 
of the orphan, the call of want and the piteous wail of 
sorrow” not be overshadowed by “flowers, food, and flat- 
tery.” 

Each Grand Matron was ably assisted by efficient Grand 
Officers and enthusiastic co-operative Grand Patrons. 


It might be significant that the first annual Grand Chap- 
ter after the organization in 1889 was held in McAlester in 
1890 and the Thirteenth Annual Session (the first after the 
separation of the Grand Chapters) was held in McAlester. 
Another significance might be noted—there were twelve 
years for Indian Territory before separation and seven years 
of separate Grand Chapters work before the amalgamation. 


THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Kali-Inda Building McAlester, I. T. 
; AUGUST 12, 1902 
Ruth McNeil, Marietta, Grand Matron 
Hugo Haas, Ohoyo-Homa, Grand Patron 
Clara A. McBride, Ohoyo-Homma, Grand Secretary 
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THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Tishomingo, I. T., Chickasaw Nation August 11, 1903 
Joanna Jacobs, Muldrow, Grand Matron 
Richard W. Choate, Marietta, Grand Patron 
Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Secretary 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Claremore, Cherokee Nation, I. T. August 11, 1904 
Emma Cotton, Durant, Grand Matron 
Peter B. Arthur, Leon, Grand Patron 


SIXTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Tulsa, Creek Nation, I. T. August 10, 1905 
Bessie Constance Sharp, Purcell, Grand Matron 
Joseph G. Ralls, Atoka, Grand Patron 
Fannie R. Sacra, Ardmore, Grand Secretary 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Elks Hall, Ardmore, I. T. August 16, 1906 
Rhoda M. Hunter, Durant, Grand Matron 
Robert L. March, Duncan, Grand Patron 
Fannie Sacra Bumpas, Ardmore, Grand Secretary 


EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Scottish Rite Temple, McAlester August 15, 1907 
Zula Lucas, Tishomingo, Grand Matron 
Charles L. Reeder, Tulsa, Grand Patron 
Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Secretary 


NINETEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
Scottish Rite Temple, So. McAlester August 13, 1908 
Anna Sevier Blackstone, Webbers Falls, Grand Matron 
William L. Curtis, Sallisaw, Grand Patron 
Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Secretary 


TWENTIETH ANNUAL SESSION 
Scottish Rite Temple, So. McAlester Feb. 9, 1909 
Ada T. Martin, Marlow, Grand Matron 
Grenville M. Cunningham, Ardmore, Grand Patron 
Clara A. McBride, Atoka, Grand Secretary 


Although we have a history of the Masonic Homes in a 
chapter so captioned, we needs must here relate that during 
this period the labor for the realization of this great work 
was first in every Grand Matron’s program and was the most 
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important factor in promoting the oneness of purpose of the 
Grand Lodge of Masons and the Eastern Star Grand Chap- 
ter, and it was in 1907 that the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. asked 
the Grand Chapter for one of their members to represent the 
Order of the Eastern Star on the Board of Control. 


A memorial was prepared and presented by Astrea Chap- 
ter of Muskogee at the Grand Chapter at Tulsa in 1905. This 
was the first of such ceremonies that have through the years 
become a permanent part of each Grand Chapter program. 
Some are elaborate, some simple, all are filled with beauty, 
grace and meaning. All have thrilled our members with 
awe and inspiration as well as paid honor to our Fraternal 
Dead and brought comfort to those who sorrowed. 


A circular letter sent out by Sister Madeline B. Conkling, 
Most Worthy Grand Matron of the General Grand Chapter, 
to all Grand Matrons, Grand Patrons and members of Grand 
Chapters under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chap- 
ter : 

Oklahoma City, Okla., April 15, 1900 
Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

It is the sincere desire of the Most Worthy Grand Offi- 
cers of the General Grand Chapter to do all within their 
power to promote the welfare of the Order, in extending its 
borders, its influence, its aims and in binding together the 
Grand Chapters as component parts of one great army, a 
solid indissoluble host, working in harmony, in unity, for one 
end. 

With these aims in view we come to you not as unreason- 
able dictators, but your servants, who for a brief period have 
been called to conduct the affairs of the Order for the good 
of all. 

The General Grand Chapter is clothed with well defined 
powers, beyond which we do not desire to pass. Three of 
these powers are enumerated as follows: 

{st—Control of Ritual; 

2nd—Qualification of Membership; 

8rd—The Landmarks of the Order: 

Section 6, Article II, of the Constitution defines the first. 
The General Regulations, page 1 of Ritual, defines ‘““Member- 
ship,” and the Landmarks of the Order are found on pages 
2 and 3 of Ritual. 

_.. The following errors have crept into the Ritual 
which, if they exist in your Grand Chapter, see that they are 
eliminated. 

1st. The collection of a pass from the members at the 
opening of Chapter. It is a positive violation of the Ritual 
to use the Cabalistic Word, or any of the Passes of the five 
degrees, as a Pass Word to be collected from the members. 
The Ritual does not specify the collection of a Pass. 
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2nd. The use of the square and compass upon the Altar. 
- - . Our law states that upon the Altar shall be an open 
Holy Bible. 

_ _ 3rd. Number eight of the Landmarks of the Order speci- 
fied “that the degrees cannot be conferred unless a brother 
in good standing shall preside.” This Landmark is frequent- 
ly violated by the Matron administering the obligation to the 
candidate. 

4th. Qualifications for membership... . 

oth. In some Grand Chapters the duty of introducing 
and accommodating visiting members is delegated to the 
Marshal of a Chapter and to the Grand Marshal. It is the 
duty of the Conductress and Associate Conductress to intro- 
duce and welcome visitors and not that of the Marshal. 


In calling your attention to these matters, we are actu- 
ated solely for the good and permanency of our Order. The 
General Grand Chapter should be the tie that binds the Grand 
Chapters into a whole, with unity in essentials, liberty in 
non-essentials. 

Sister Madeline Conkling was a member in Oregon but 
resided in Oklahoma from in the early 1900’s until her pass- 
ing; therefore Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory 
and the State of Oklahoma were pleased with her presence 
among them. She served as Most Worthy Grand Matron of 
the General Grand Chapter, 1904-1907. 


This period saw much progress in the uniformity of our 
work. Each Grand Matron appointed District Deputy Grand 
Matrons. 


In 1905 a School of Instruction was held in the home 
town of the Grand Matron for District Deputy Grand Matrons 
and others interested, and at the close of the school an ex- 
amination for efficiency was given and we list some of the 
questions. 

On RITUAL 


- To what is the O.E.S. dedicated? 


3. What is a Landmark? Name five that you consider 
most important. 


/. How do you ascertain the eligibility of a member, 
who is a stranger to you, to sit in your Chapter? Ex- 
plain how to conduct an examination to visit a 
Chapter. 


11. Who was the Founder of the Eastern Star? What 
year? 

13. Name the Grand Matron, Grand Patron and Grand 
Secretary and give their addresses. 


17. Should the Square and Compasses and the three 
lights be used by us and why? 

2(. Is there a pass word in the Eastern Star for general 
use? 


— 
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CONSTITUTION AND LAW 


1. Give date of Annual Election and Installation of Of- 
cers. 


4. How long after a candidate has been elected can he 
be initiated? 

8. Are those persons who have the Degrees, but no 
parent Chapter, eligible to affiliate? How can they 
become members? 


9. What is Perpetual Jurisdiction and does your Juris- 
diction exercise this prerogative? 


10. How can a Chapter amend its By-Laws? Does each 
Chapter form their own By-Laws, or is there a Uni- 
form Code prepared by the Grand Chapter? 


14. Can a regular Chapter be adjourned from day to day? 
16. What officers are necessary to open a Chapter? 
18. What business can be transacted at a call meeting? 


April 20 and 21, 1905, at Madill, I. T., the first District 
School of Instruction in the Indian Territory Grand Chapter 
was held by Mary B. Eakin, District Deputy Grand Matron, 
of Madill. Sister Eakin was assisted by the Grand Matron, 
Sister Sharp, and the Associate Grand Matron, Sister Hunter. 
The program for the two days’ school listed “History of 
O.E.S. in Indian Territory,” Clara A. McBride; “Drill on Rit- 
ualistic Work,” Parliamentary drill led by Sister Eakin; 
Address, “Orphans Home,” Mrs. Burris; short talks from the 
Worthy Matrons of the District; “Use and Abuse of the Black 
Ball,” Judge Joseph G. Ralls, Grand Patron; remarks on “Init- 
iation Ceremonies,” Tishomingo Chapter. From the Grand 
Matron’s report we quote: “A fine drill on parliamentary 
law, examinations on Ritual and Constitution and By-Laws 
were given; ... everyone felt the school was very profit- 
able and much credit was due Sister Eakin.” 


At the session in Ardmore in 1906 the delegates were 
welcomed by Sadie Gaskins of Ardmore Chapter thus: “We 
trust that your coming among us will be as the white winged 
seeds of happiness wafted from the islands of the blessed. 
May your words to us be words of wisdom that we may hang 
around the neck of memory in the grand march behind the 
chariot of God. . . . Commend the past to God; banish vain 
regrets and fling off selfish cares; be not disturbed with the 
possibility of an ill-fated future, but live today with us who 
rejoice with you in your rejoicing.” 

In responding to the address of welcome in 1907 in 
South McAlester, the Associate Grand Matron said: “The 
truth for us to remember at all times and especially in these 
times is the truth that the hope of a nation is not in its form 
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of government, nor in the wisdom and equity of its execu- 
tive, nor in the justice and purity of its administration so 
much as in the evolution and redemption of individual char- 
acter among its people.” 

From the Grand Matron’s, Rhoda M. Hunter, address we 
quote: “I deem it an honor indeed to occupy the exalted 
position which affords me the happy privilege of welcoming 
you, every one, to the seventeenth and perhaps last regular 
session of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory—for before 
we shall have ended we contemplate receiving home ‘our 
daughter’ Oklahoma, conferring upon her our age and ex- 
perience while we assume her name.” 


When Sister Hunter of Durant was Grand Matron, she 
expanded her program to teach uniformity with the Rhoda 
M. Hunter ‘Miscellaneous Instructions for the Use of Sub- 
ordinate Chapters, O.E.S.,” which was adopted by the Grand 
Chapter and was seriously studied by the officers and mem- 
bers of the Subordinate Chapters. 


This small book contained, besides useful information 
and instructions on Ritual and Law, many symbolic inter- 
pretations of our ceremonies. 


Funds from the sale of this book were given to the 
Masonic Home Furnishing Fund. 


Copies of Masonic publications were appearing in many 
homes and the Masonic Monitor, published at Tishomingo, 
became the first official organ. These and other influences 
had greatly stimulated the desire for more knowledge, better 
work and a fuller understanding of our “Mysteries and Aims” 
so that our officers and Grand Officers alike became more 
interested in their work and the, influence of these advanced 
ideas was exemplified in their personal and fraternal life. 


Communities became more populated and more easily 
accessible by the improvement of roads and railroads. 


Sister Lucas, serving as Grand Matron in 1907, was the 
first Grand Matron to fulfill one of our unwritten laws, “the 
progression of Line Officers serving each succeeding station 
from North to East.” 


The custom of initiating of Masonic leaders at our 
Grand Chapter sessions without regular petition and pro- 
cedure has been mentioned before in this narrative. 


At the 1904 session, held in Claremore, Dr. Reeder of 
Tulsa was so initiated and was appointed and _ installed 
Grand Sentinel at its close. And it might be interesting to 


INDIAN TERRITORY GRAND MATRONS, 1902-09 
AND THE LAST GRAND PATRON 
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note that Dr. Reeder was the first Grand Sentinel to be 
elected in succession to the office of Grand Patron. Of fur- 
ther interest, Dr. Reeder served as Grand Patron with Sister 
Zula Lucas. 


A bit of romance crept into the Grand Chapter when 
Miss Anna Sevier of Webbers Falls, Grand Matron of 1907- 
1908, became the bride of Edward Blackstone of Webbers 
Falls and the Grand Secretary sent out announcements for 
the Grand Chapter. 


When Sister Ada T. Martin became Grand Matron, the 
chief interest was the amalgamation of the two Grand Chap- 
ters and all plans must be included in the next six months 
when the time was set for that date, and like a true Trojan 
she worked incessantly to accomplish all that was necessary 
for the advancement of the Order. 


To distinguish those Past Grand Matrons who had served 
during the period of Indian Territory Grand Chapter it was 
decided to attach a small Indian head to the Past Grand Ma- 
trons jewels. 


During the years of the life of the Indian Territory Grand 
Chapter from 1889 to 1908 there were three outstanding 
Grand Matrons who were of Indian blood: Sisters Rebecca 
Swain, a Cherokee; Joanna Jacobs, a Choctaw; and Anna 
Sevier, a Cherokee. 


When the Twin Territories established separate Grand 
Chapters in 1902, every one felt that some day they might 
again be one. Lengthy and tedious plans and legislation 
necessary to the amalgamation claimed much of the attention 
and demanded much time and work of our Grand Chapter 
committees and members. 


The physical growth during the period was healthy, 65 
Chapters being chartered and nine Chapters organized un- 
der dispensation. They were: 


Thomas No. 76; Urania, Purcell, No. 77; Ada No. 78; 
Stratford No. 79; Orr No. 80; Sulphur No. 81; Claremore No. 
82; Albany No. 83; Marsden No. 84; Reagan No. 85; Aichi- 
hoya at Wilburton No. 86; Roff No. 87; Stillwell No. 88; 
Miami No. 89; Tishomingo No. 90; Mill Creek No. 91; Cor- 
nish No. 92; Sweet Home, at Sallisaw, No. 94; Sapulpa No. 
95; Coalgate No. 96; Quinton No. 97; Rush Springs No. 98; 
Haileyville No. 99; Whitefield No. 100; Center No. 101; We- 
leetka No. 102; Calvin No. 103; Ravia No. 104; Pontotoc No. 
105; Okemah No. 106; Bristow No. 107; Tupelo No. 108; 
Broken Arrow No. 109; Lindsay No. 110; Bartlesville No. TTis 
Hewitt No. 112; Spiro No. 113; Red Oak No. 114; Ryan No. 
115; Tulsa No. 116; South McAlester No. 117; Bennington No. 
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118; Tahlequah No. 119; Elk No. 120; Wann No. 121; Welch 
No. 122; Eufala No. 123; Cameron No. 124; Henryetta No. 
126; Beggs No. 127; Fairland No. 128; Braggs No. 129; Keota 
No. 130; Chelsea No. 131: Poteau No. 132; Pauls Valley No. 
133; Ramona No. 134; Francis No. 135; Pocola No. 136; 
Kinta No. 137; Idabel No. 138; Hartshorne No. 139; Coweta 
No. 140; Hugo No. 141; Sasakwa No. 142; Stonewall Urbs 
Grove U.D.; Stewart U.D.; Porum U.D.; Paden U.D.; Milburn 
U.D.; Boynton U.D.; Byars U.D.; Peggs U.D. 


Total Chapters in Indian Territory, 109. 
Total Chapters U.D. in Indian Territory, 9. 


Past Grand Matron’s Jewell, Indian Territory 
Courtesy of Ada T. Martin, Last P.G.M. of Indian Territory 
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OKLAHOMA TERRITORY GRAND CHAPTER 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
1902-1909 


WENTY-NINE chartered Chapters and five Chapters 

U.D., within the Territorial Jurisdiction of the Territory 
of Oklahoma were released from the jurisdiction of the In- 
dian Territory Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, at 
their Session held in Durant, August 15, 16, 1901 but they 
continued their Chapter work under the General Grand 
Chapter until they met in Guthrie, February 14, 1902 and 
organized the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory. 

At this Session all the Chapters were renumbered as 
follows: 


1. Oklahoma, Okla. City 17. Maud 

2. Guthrie 19. Pawhuska 

3. Mistletoe, El Reno 20. Mulhall 

4, Ruth, Tecumseh 21. Radiant, Lexington 
Oy sPerry 22. Geary 

6. Esther, Pawnee 23. Occidental, Weatherford 
7. Enid 25. Stroud 

8. Hennessey . 26. Wakita 

9. Kingfisher 27. Mizpah, Cheyenne 
10. Norman 28. Billings 

11. Shawnee 29. Lawton 

13. Altus 30. Watonga 

14. Chicaskia, Blackwell 31, Crescent, Lamont 
15. Fanchon, Ponca City 32. Garber 

16. Stillwater 


Chapters U.D.—Elk City, Pond Creek, Tonkawa, Alva and 
Granite. 


These Chapters, their officers and members were not 
new in the work. The pioneering days were past. Many of 
their members had held Grand Chapter appointments and 
two, Sister Mary McClure and Sister M. Alice Miller, were 
Past Grand Matrons and Brother Wm. L. Eagleton was a Past 
Grand Patron of the Indian Territory Grand Chapter. Sister 
Madeline B. Conkling, the Right Worthy Associate Grand 


First Grand Matron and Patron of Oklahoma Territory 


MATTIE EAGLETON 


THOMAS A. BLAISE 


Portrait Not Available 
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Matron of the General Grand Chapter, lived in Oklahoma 
City. 


The influence of these leaders was a great asset to the 
new Grand Chapter and their wise counsel, timely advice 
and sound judgment did much to mold the policies and direct 
the program of the Order of the Eastern Star in the Territory 
of Oklahoma. So progressive were these policies and sound 
and thorough the programs established that many are still 
in effect in our Oklahoma Grand Chapter. 


There were seven annual Sessions of this new Grand 
Chapter before they united with the Grand Chapter of In- 
dian Territory to form the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma on 
February 14, 1909. 


First—at Masonic Temple, Guthrie O.T., February 13, 
1903. 
Mattie Eagleton, Pawnee, Grand Matron. 
Thomas A. Blaise, Oklahoma City, Grand Patron. 
P.M.L. Ray, Guthrie, Grand Secretary. 


SECOND—at Scottish Rite Temple, Guthrie O. T., Feb- 
ruary 11, 1904. 
Ida M. Lewis, Tecumseh, Grand Matron. 
Thomas J. Sanford, E] Reno, Grand Patron. 
Mattie Eagleton, Pawnee, Grand Secretary. 


Tuirp—at India Temple, Oklahoma City, O.T., Feb. 17, 
1905. 
Ollie M. Wardwell, Oklahoma City, O.T., Grand 
Matron. 
Alfred G. Gray, Cheyenne, Grand Patron. 
Ida M. Lewis, Tecumseh, Grand Secretary. 


FourtH—at India Temple, Oklahoma City, Feb. 15, 1906. 
Kittie Lee Abercrombie, Stillwater, Grand Matron. 
Wm. M. Anderson, Enid, Grand Patron. 

Ida M. Lewis, Tecumseh, Grand Secretary. 


FirrH—at Commercial Bldg., Enid, O.T., Feb. 14, 1907. 
P.M.L. Ray, Guthrie, Grand Matron. 
Alfred C. Seeley, Watonga, Grand Patron. 
Kittie Lee Abercrombie, Stillwater, Grand Secretary. 


SixtH—at Scottish Rite Temple, Guthrie, O.T., February 
13, 1908. 
Mary C. Alverson, Blackwell, Grand Matron. 
C. D. Leach, Oklahoma City, Grand Patron. 
Kittie Lee Abercrombie, Stillwater, Grand Secretary. 
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SEVENTH—at Scottish Rite Temple, Guthrie, O.T., Feb- 
ruary 12, 1909. 
Anna J. Wade, Perry, Grand Matron. 
William E. Gilpin, Billings, Grand Patron. 
Kittie Lee Abercrombie, Stillwater, Grand Secretary. 
Many and varied were the influences that made them- 
selves felt on this Grand Chapter. Here there were no old 
traditions—no misplaced Indian Tribes, no missionaries, no 
Civil War scars. 


This was indeed a new country, the people who made 
it came from every station in life and from every section 
and appropriate indeed was the admonition given in the 
first Grand Matron’s address. In this new land they hoped 
to realize every sort of dream, every ambition that could be 
imagined. Here were wide open spaces and broad prairies, 
and in a few short years these people had caused it to be a 
land of growing towns filled with industries, factories, busi- 
ness and commerce. Here were prosperous farms and 
ranches. Everything was “hustle—bustle—boom” and it is 
little wonder that the ideas, ideals, plans and programs of 
the Eastern Stars in Oklahoma responded to this influence 
and their leaders looked far into the future. In Grand Matron 
Mattie Eagleton’s address she said, ‘““‘We must be unselfish 
and self-sacrificing in all we do. Our deliberations are not 
for today but for the future-—We have a wonderful country 
on which the world is gazing with bated breath. Every com- 
mercial and financial interest is being advanced and being 
made to stand side by side with those of older States... 
The Eastern Star must keep pace in this development. 
To do this she must be devoted to the fundamental principles 
of our Order. She must make her influence for good felt 
everywhere, never sleeping, never tiring. She must be ever 
ready for duty—for time has no favorites and waits not for 
anyone. After all, the convincing example of one pure un- 
selfish life is worth more than all preaching we may ever 
do.” 


The convenient location of towns and good railroad 
connections, with other improved conveniences made it pos- 
sible for the Oklahoma Territory Grand Matrons to per- 
sonally visit the Chapters. Each year all received such a 
visit until 1907-1908, when the number of Chapters had in- 
creased so that Mary Alverson’s itinerary was planned to 
include first, those Chapters that needed her most. When 
there were too many Chapters for the Grand Matron to visit 
all personally, we find the line officers of Grand Chapter 
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assisting her in this work, and the duties of the Grand Lec- 
turer were to visit Chapters and train their officers. 


Although transportation in the new Territory was greatly 
improved over that of the Indian Country, it did not mean 
that it was always convenient or comfortable. Many personal 
hardships were experienced by the Grand Matrons in car- 
rying out their programs. We read where Ollie Wardwell 
made one trip of six hours’ ride on a freight train in a storm 
to visit Jennings Chapter and arrived to find they had 
planned their meeting for the next night. Communication 
was not too good in those days. 


Much attention was given to ceremonies. Sister M. Alice 
Miller wrote a ceremony for the formal opening of Grand 
Chapter, which ceremony is still used. Sister Miller had also 
written a floral ceremony to precede the initiation, and had 
had it exemplified at her own Grand Chapter at Wagoner, 
Indian Territory, in 1900, and in Oklahoma, this “floral 
march” as it was called, became a part of every subordinate 
Chapter program. 


Much attention was given to beautifying Masonic Tem- 
ples where Chapters met. 


May we quote here from the Grand Matron’s address in 
1907. “No organization in the history of civil societies has. 
done more for the Order to which it is attached than the 
Order of the Eastern Star has done for Masonry ... I will 
assert here, and leave the question for the observer to settle, 
that Masonic Lodges flourish best where live Order of East- 
ern Star Chapters are maintained and through their social 
influence many of the best men in the community are in- 
duced to become Masons” (P.M.L. Ray, G.M.). 


Beautiful paraphernalia adorned most every Chapter 
room and all subordinate Chapters endeavored to make their 
ceremonies beautiful and effective. 


The Memorial Ceremony, presented at Grand Chapter 
each year was soon established as a regular custom in the 
subordinate Chapters. 


Flowers, banquets, gifts, beauty and glamour found their 
place in every special occasion and this, too, was soon 
adopted by the Chapters. The “cheerful companionship and 
social enjovment” admonition of our Ritual was nowhere 
neglected. Sister P.M.L. Ray in her Grand Matron’s address. 
paid the following tribute to the Eastern Star membership: 
“Tt has been my pleasure to note that in every community 
where I have visited, the members of the Order of Eastern 
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Star occupy a very high position in the social scale, and are 
identified with every movement for the betterment of so- 
ciety and the elevation of the home. They represent the 
highest moral level of society in which they live and are 
found among the promoters of every beneficial and benevo- 
lent movement.” 


Through correspondence with subordinate Chapter of- 
ficers the Grand Matron gave instructions on the work, 
answered many perplexing questions, wrote special letters 
commemorating Christmas and other festive occasions—not 
the least of which was the annual “Festal Day” letter. This 
Festal Day was celebrated throughout the jurisdiction with 
special programs and picnics honoring the birthday of our 
Founder, Brother Robert Morris. Correspondence also ad- 
vised the membership of outside interests and _ solicited 
funds for their activities; the two most worthy of mention 
were the World’s Fair in St. Louis in 1904 where Eastern 
Stars of the Nation maintained a building for the comfort 
and convenience of its members, and the Lewis and Clark 
Exposition in 1905 held in Portland, Oregon. Sister Lewis 
represented Oklahoma at this Exposition as the official hos- 
tess for the month of August. 


While great attention was given to things social, much 
constructive work was done to promote the physical growth 
of the Order. The Eastern Stars did not neglect their lessons 
in “Charity, Truth and Loving Kindness.” Much good and 
lasting work was done to help the Masonic Fraternity in 
their great work in the Territory. At all times both Masons 
and Eastern Stars had a constructive and progressive Ma- 
sonic Home program. 

Realizing that the days of Oklahoma Territory were 
numbered, the Grand. Chapter at their 1907 Session set in 
motion a plan for incorporating the Grand Chapter of Okla- 
homa and we herewith give the copy of this instrument and 
such other information as seems necessary: 


REPORT OF THE INCORPORATION 
OF GRAND CHAPTER 
Guthrie, Okla. 
Noy. 13, 1907. 
On this date, Mary Alverson, C. D. Leach, Anna J. Wade, 
W. E. Gilpin, Kittie Lee Abercrombie, Mary Duncan and AI- 
fred G. Gray met for the purpose of forming a private corpo- 
ration under the Laws of Oklahoma, and adopted the follow- 
ing articles of incorporation, to-wit: 
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Know All Men By These Presents: 

That the undersigned hereby united in forming a private 
corporation under the laws of the Territory of Oklahoma, as 
follows, to-wit: 


i 
The name of this Corporation shall be the Grand Chap- 
ter of the Order of the Eastern Star of Oklahoma. 


II. 

This Corporation is formed for educational, benevolent, 
and charitable purposes, and to exercise all the powers con- 
ferred upon such Corporation under and by virtue of the 
laws of the Territory of Okiahoma. 


Li 
This Corporation shall have its principal place of busi- 
ness in Guthrie, Oklahoma. 


IV. 
The existence of this Corporation shall be perpetual. 


The number of Trustees of this Corporation shall be 
seven and the names and residences of those who have been 
elected in such capacity unfil others are chosen in their 
places are as follows, to-wit: 


Marv Alverson—Blackwell. Oklahoma. 

C. D. Leach—Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Anna J. Wade—Perry, Oklahoma. 

Wm. E. Gilpin—Billings, Oklahoma. 

Kittie Lee Abercrombie—Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
Mary L. Duncan—Carmen, Oklahoma. 

Alfred G. Gray, Cheyenne, Oklahoma. 


Ix Witness WHEREOF the said Trustees as the incorporators 
of this Corporation have hereunto set their hands on the 
dates opposite thereof. 


Signed: Mary ALVERSON—1907 
G-Dilractt—1907 
Mrs. ANNA J. WaAaDE—1907 
WiiitiaM E. Grtpin—1907 
Krrrre LEE ABERCROMBIE—1907 
Mary DuNCAN—1907_ - 
ALFRED G. GRrAY—1907 


Certificate of Incorporation 
Territory of Oklahoma. 


CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA 


To All Whom These Present Shall Come, Greetings: 


It is hereby certified that Mary Alverson, Blackwell, 
Okla.; C. D. Leach, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Anna J. Wade, 
Perry, Oklahoma: W. E. Gilpin, Billings, Okla.; Kittie Lee 
Abercrombie, Stillwater, Oklahoma, Mary Duncan, Carmen, 
Okla.; Alfred G. Gray, Cheyenne, Oklahoma, have filed ar- 
ticles of Incorporation in this office containing the required 
statements of facts necessary to form a Corporation, under 
the laws of Oklahoma, to be known as the Grand Chpter of 
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the Order of Eastern Star of Oklahoma with a capital stock of 
; and principal place of business at Guthrie, Okla- 
homa. 

Wherefore, the above named persons, their associates 
and successors are hereby created a body politic and corpo- 
rate by the name of The Grand Chapter of The Order of The 
Eastern Star of Oklahoma. 


In Witness Whereof, these presents have been attested 
with the Great Seal, and signed by the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory of Oklahoma at Guthrie, Oklahoma, the thirteenth 
aay of October, in the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and 

even. 
CHARLES H. FILson, 
Secretary, Oklahoma Territory. 


These Articles of Incorporation were adopted by the 
Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory February 14, 1908 and 
the By-Laws of the Corporation adopted were the Grand 
Chapter Constitution and By-Laws printed in 1907 and 
corporation officers elected were: 


Mary Alverson, President 

W. E. Gilpin, Vice-President 
Kitty Lee Abercrombie, Secretary 
Mary Duncan, Treasurer. 


The story of the progress of the Eastern Star in Oklahoma 
Territory would not be complete without quoting more from 
some of its noble leaders. 


From Mattie Eagleton’s Grand Matron Address (1903) : 


Let not preferment or worldly honor overshadow or 
suppress the impulse that should govern each of us. But may 
that charity which manifests itself in self-sacrifice lead us 
onward and upward ever remembering our first duty to God 
in honoring and praising Him: to neighbors in applying the 
principles we teach; and to ourselves in guarding against 
those evils that destroy the body and imperil the soul. 


And we give you for food for thought, for inspiration, and 
for deeper appreciation of our beautiful Order the following 
quotation from Ida M. Lewis’ address: 


“Under the rules of our Grand Chapter it now becomes 
my duty to address you upon the work of the past vear. It 
cannot be denied that the work of the Order of the Eastern 
Star and all kindred societies is on the side of morality and 
right living. The true fraternal life is the gladdest life in the 
World. It finds the real pleasures that never pall. It is whole- 
some and companionable. There is an atmosphere about our 
Order that leaves-a purifying and uplifting influence upon 
any Community into which it comes. It emphasizes the great 
positive moralities of life. It plies women with high aspira- 
tions. It deals with the greatest themes of life; conscience, 
reason, culture, character, duty and destiny. It comes to us 
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all to soothe and to bless. It teaches the art of right living. 
When all other sciences have been mastered, it still teaches 
the science of conduct among its members. It puts its stamp 
not in the wood that will rot; not in the iron that will rust; 
not in colors that will fade—but into minds and hearts that 
are immortal. It is a hospital for hurt hearts; an armory 
from which we may receive weapons that open up springs 
in life’s deserts and plant palms in life’s burning sands. She 
who has known the joy of encouraging some who are dis- 
couraged, the joy of feeling that blind eyes have come to see 
things before unseen, and to hear notes that were once un- 
heard, realizes that there is no society which receives such 
hidden messages and is fed with such buoyancy and happi- 
ness as the Order of Eastern Star. In this day and age of the 
World there is restlessness in the heart, unhappiness in the 
home, hate in the daily tasks. The things that destroy are in- 
justice, insolence, arrogance and pride. The things that save 


. 


are justice, wisdom, and the noble trinity, Charity, Truth 
and Loving Kindness. We all need to help in the battle of 
life. We must fight like Joab and his brother of old, with the 
Syrian of one sin, and the Ammonite of another, and like 
Joab and his Brother, we should go to those harder pressed 
in the struggle.” 

In seven years the physical growth of our Order grew 
from thirty-four Chapters with a membership of one thous- 
and seventy-seven to one hundred and two Chapters with 
a membership of five thousand and one hundred eighty- 
three. 


In the reorganization of Amalgamation the Chapters of 
Oklahoma Territory Grand Chapter that worked under the 
Indian Territory Grand Chapter took back their old num- 
bers and those Chapters organized later took numbers ac- 
cording to dates of Institution. The Chapters and their num- 
bers of Oklahoma Territory Grand Chapter that were thus 
affected were number one to one hundred and five, namely: 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma City; Guthrie; Mistletoe, El Reno; Ruth, 
Tecumseh; Perry; Esther, Pawnee, Enid; Hennessey; King- 
fisher; Norman; Shawnee, Altus; Chicaskia, Blackwell; Fan- 
chon, Ponca City; Stillwater, Maud; Pawhuska; Mulhall; 
Radiant, Lexington; Geary; Occidental, Weatherford; Stroud; 
Wakita; Mizpah, Cheyenne, Billings; Lawton; Watonga, Gar- 
ber; Crescent; Lamont; Elk City; Pond Creek; Harmony, 
Tonkawa; Alva; Granite; Jennings; Taloga; Anadarko; Car- 
men; Sayre; Mangum, Naomi, Cleveland; Queen Esther, 
Woodward; Hobart; Perkins; Foss; Stella, Ingersoll; Adah, 
Prague; Ideal, Erick; Newkirk; Waukomis; Chandler; 
Mountain View; Quay; Helena; Deer Creek; Cushing; Romu- 
lus; Ralston; Ripley; Eliben, Thomas; Medford; Logan, Cres- 
cent City; Nardin; Braman, Curtis; Areme, Cashion; Social, 


OKLAHOMA TERRITORY GRAND MATRONS 
AND LAST GRAND PATRON 


Mattie Eagleton Ida M. Lewis 
1902-03 1903-04 


Ollie M. Wardwell 
1904-05 


Kittie L. Abercrombie P.M.L. Ray 


Mary Craig Alverson 
1905-06 1906-07 


1907-08 


Anna J. Wade W. E. Gilpin 
1908-09 


1908-09 
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Hydro; Shattuck; Liberty, Cherokee; Snyder; Eldorado; Red 
Rock; Keokuk, Keokuk Falls; Bridgeport; Marshall; Arapaho; 
Walters; Evergreen, Fargo; Sparks; Custer; Verden; Morri- 
son; Lenora; Flora, Gracemont; Pink; Noble; Frederick; 
Beatrice, McCloud; Cordell; Clinton; Kremlin; Okeene; Chat- 
tanooga; Hastings; Box, Lone Wolf; Sentinel; Asher; Guy- 
mon; Mooreland; Arnett; Randlett; Tyrone U.D. 

The seven Chapters with the largest membership were— 
Okahoma City, Altus, Guthrie, Esther, Pawnee; Enid, Shaw- 
nee, Radiant, Lexington. 


ad 
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AMALGAMATION 


HIS WAS A WORLDWIDE EVENT in the history of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, for never before, since, nor 
probably ever will be, such an issue with which to deal. 


With the question discussed in the Congress of the 
United States of the admission of Indian Territory and Okla- 
homa Territory as either one or two States, arose the prob- 
lem should the two Territories be admitted as one State, 
there would be in existence two Grand Chapters of the Order 
of the Eastern Star. As only one Grand Chapter could be 
legally recognized by the General Grand Chapter, the issue 
was how to accomplish the consolidation of these two Grand 
Chapters to the satisfaction of both. 


The Grand Chapter of Oklahoma had withdrawn from 
the jurisdiction of the Indian Territory in 1902 and were 
already well informed as to the process of progression and 
had not that established sentiment, that fellowship, which 
twenty years of association through the hardships and handi- 
caps of the organization of the original Chapters and then 
the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory engendered. 


It was true, they must begin their organization with an 
empty treasury and some indebtedness, as they assumed 
their share of an indebtedness which had been incurred by 
the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory previous to their 
withdrawal, yet with the fraternal experience of several 
Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons and many mem- 
bers, they immediately began a steady growth and prospered. 
They met all obligations, both physical and financial, as the 
occasion demanded and were a substantial link in the chain 
of Grand Chapters affiliated with the General Grand Chapter. 


As they had always been designated by the Grand Chap- 
ter of Indian Territory as “our daughter,” it was more in 
the nature of a return to the “old home” for them, but there 
was an entirely different emotion experienced by the mem- 
bers of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory, many of 
whom had withstood the hardships of the organization of 
the original eight Chapters before the organization of the 
Grand Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star of Indian Terri- 
tory and then the formation of that Grand Body. 
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After twenty years, when the Grand Chapter of the Order 
of the Eastern Star in the State of Oklahoma would be organ- 
ized, the members of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory 
knew they would lose their identity, for the officers of the 
General Grand Chapter had denied their plea to “accept the 
name of Oklahoma and the age of Indian Territory.” 


It was through their efforts to overcome these hardships 
and handicaps and their determination to create and expand 
the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth that the 
best ideas had been co-ordinated, and by cheerful compan- 
ionship and social enjoyments of their annual meetings, 
many warm friendships were formed. 


To promote the success of the new Grand Chapter and 
the principles of the Order, all members united in their 
efforts for a peaceable consolidation. To have been present 
(as we were) and seen the wiping of the tear dimmed eye 
and the stifling of the heartbreaks, would convince one of 
this effort. According to all reports, the bill making Okla- 
homa a State might pass Congress at any session, and as the 
Grand Chapter met in Annual Session in August and the 
Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory met in February, 
many times committees from both Grand Chapters met to 
formulate plans and then “table” their reports to their Grand 
Chapters because we were not yet a State. You probably 
ask why we did not consolidate even though we were not 
admitted as a Commonwealth, but the civil laws governing 
the Territories were very different, the Oklahoma Territory 
being governed by a Governor with that system, while the 
members of the Five Civilized Tribes were still wards of the 
United States and were governed by a Commission—and, 
too, there might be two States. At the Grand Chapter Session 
of Indian Territory in 1906 a committee was authorized to be 
appointed to meet with a like committee from Oklahoma 
Territory Grand Chapter which was appointed in February, 
1907. 


These two committees met, formulated plans for such 
time and place as they thought best, only to have action on 
their reports to lay over until next session. The Grand Chap- 
ter of Indian Territory met in August, 1907. Still no state- 
hood. But before the session of the Grand Chapter of Okla- 
homa Territory met in February, 1908, Oklahoma was a State, 
having been admitted November 16, 1907. 


The committees met again and of necessity had to for- 
mulate new plans to be submitted to the Grand Chapter of 


108 LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 


Oklahoma Territory, with provisions that until they were 
submitted to the Indian Territory Grand Chapter in August 
in 1908, when they were adopted as they had been in Okla- 
homa Grand Chapter. Finally, in February, 1909, the two 
Grand Chapters met in Guthrie. The Grand Chapter of Indian 
Territory met in McAlester Feb. 9, 1909, and concluded its 
business, then proceeded by special train to Guthrie for the 
formation of the Grand Chapter of the State of Oklahoma. 
The Grand Chapter was then in session in Guthrie concluding 
its business, — 


The members of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory, 
on their arrival in Guthrie, proceeded to the Masonic Tem- 
ple, where an auditorium had been placed at their disposal, 
and notified the Grand Matron of their presence in the Tem- 
ple. 


The Grand Matron of Oklahoma Territory instructed 
Sister McClain to convey to the members of the Grand 
Chapter of Indian Territory fraternal greetings and the good 
wishes of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory and 
invite them to enter the Grand Chapter room. 


The invitation was accepted and it was a rather dra- 
matic scene as the members of the Grand Chapter of Indian 
Territory entered amid the applause of the Grand Chapter of 
Oklahoma Territory and over a thousand voices joined in 
singing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” Sister Clara A. Mc- 
Bride, a Past Grand Matron and then Grand Secretary of 
Indian Territory, introduced the members of the Grand 
Chapter of the Indian Territory and Sister M. Alice Miller, 
a Past Grand Matron of Indian Territory, then a member of 
El Reno Chapter, Oklahoma Grand Jurisdiction, welcomed 
them, saying: 


“To me has been assigned the pleasant duty of extending 
vou greetings on behalf of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma. 
I am, indeed, proud to bid you welcome and give you our 
heartiest greeting of love and good-will. We believe our 
voluntary and harmonious separation of seven years ago has 
made each of us a stronger, more helpful, and more stable 
Grand Chapter and people. 


“With this strength, helpfulness and Stability unified, 
each bringing our increased forces and efficiency into one 
united whole, what our Order mav accomplish may not be 
foretold. We are glad you are with us. We will be ‘gladder’ 
when we have perfected the union to which we are all look- 
ing forward, and are once more one Grand Body; and I 
know we will be gladdest yet when, finally united, we can 
settle down to work in peace and harmony, forgetting our 
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differences, if any exist, and together achieve the great things 
worth working for in our beloved Order. 


“We will have our Masonic Home to think about, plan 
and work for, until it is made a permanent instead of a 
temporary Home. Then let us be proud, although living in 
the newest and youngest State in the Union, yet let us re- 
member it is one of the best and destined to become one if 
not the greatest State in the whole United States of America. 


“Joining hearts and hands, with no regrets for the 
Grand Chapters that have passed into oblivion, let us make 
our Grand Chapter one of the forces for good in our great 
new State; proud that we belong to the greatest Woman’s 
Fraternal Organization in the world. Again, we greet and 
love you.” 

The Grand Matron, Ada T. Martin, and the Grand Patron, 
G. M. Cunningham, of the Indian Territory Grand Chapter 
were escorted to the East and given the Grand Honors. The 
members of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory 
then withdrew to the auditorium assigned to them. 


A Message from the Most Worthy Grand Matron 


Sister Martin, Grand Matron of the Indian Territory 
Grand Chapter O.E.S., stated that she had a message to 
deliver from the Most Worthy Grand Matron to the effect 
that it is necessary for the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory 
to formally and officially dissolve before she could call the 
convention to organize the Grand Chapter of the State of 
Oklahoma. Sister Clara A. McBridge asked permission to 
read the report of the Joint Committee on Consolidation as 
follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSOLIDATION 


The five members of the committee appointed at the 
session of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory in Feb- 
ruary, Miss Kitty Lee Abercrombie, Mr. William Eagleton, 
Mrs. Sarah Walker, proxy for Mrs. Mary E. McClure, Mrs. 
Mattie Eagleton, proxy for Mrs. Anna J. Wade, and Mr. Mose 
Anderson, and the five members of the special Committee on 
Consolidation of the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory, 
after a lengthy conference made the following report, which 
was unanimously adopted. 


Report of Committee on Consolidation 


To the Grand Matron, Officers and Members of the Grand 
Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of Indian Territory: 

We, your Committee to whom was referred the matter 
of merging the Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star of 
Indian Territory, and who were appointed to meet a com- 
mittee from the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Territory who 
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are here to confer with us on this important question, beg 
leave to submit the following for your consideration. 


We have met with the committee from the Grand Chap- 
ter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory, and have discussed with 
them the question of a merger of the two Grand Bodies and 
we are of the opinion and belief that the merger should be 
made upon the following basis and lines: 


That the Grand Chapter formed as a result of such 
merger shall be called the “Grand Chapter Order of the East- 
ern Star of the State of Oklahoma” and that it shall be in- 
corporated under the laws of the State of Oklahoma, under 
said name. 


That in order to bring about this result a communication 
of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the Indian Territory shall be 
called to meet on the first Thursday after the second Tues- 
day in the month of February, 1909, the same being the time 
of the next Annual Communication of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory, said meeting to be held in the 
City of South McAlester. 


That at said communication said Grand Chapters shall 
transact such business as shall come before them and pass 
an ordinance vesting its jurisdiction in the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma, when such Grand Chapters 
Shall have been merged. That the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of 
the Indian Territory and the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Gkla- 
homa Territory shall then meet in joint convention in the 
City of Guthrie for the purpose of merging into the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma by adopting a Con- 
stitution and By-Laws and electing its Grand Officers. That 
in merging the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory 
and the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory, the 
officers, both elective and appointive, shall alternate accord- 
ing to rank between the present Grand Jurisdiction of the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory, and the present 
Grand Jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory, except that the Associate Grand Matron shall be 
Selected from the opposite jurisdiction from which the Grand 
Matron is selected and the Associate Grand Patron shall be 
selected from the opposite jurisdiction from which the 
Grand Patron is selected. 


That the members of said Convention shall be composed 
of the members of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Terri- 
tory present at said Communication, and of the members of 
the Oklahoma Territory present at said Communication, said 
representatives in said Convention having the same vote, 
voice and rights that they had in their respective Grand 
Chapters. That the Past Grand Officers of the two present 
Grand Jurisdictions shall be Past Grand Officers of the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma, with all the 
privileges and honors that they now enjoy in their respective 
jurisdictions. 


That the present elective officers of each present Grand 
Jurisdiction and the Past Matrons and Past Patrons in each 
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Grand Jurisdiction shall be members of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma. 


That the Subordinate Chapters in each Grand Jurisdic- 
tion shall retain their present charters as a matter of history 
and a new charter shall be issued to them by the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma, which new charter 
shall be numbered as follows: The original Chapters of the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the Indian Territory at the time of 
the organization of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma shall 
retain their original numbers as of that time and the Chap- 
ters organized since the session of the Grand Chapter of the 
Indian Territory at which it granted its consent to the or- 
ganization of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Terri- 
tory, shall be numbered according to the date of the insti- 
tuting of said Chapters, providing the said Chapters obtained 
a charter at the next session of the Grand Chapter. 


In case they did not receive a charter and were by the 
Grand Chapter continued under dispensation, then such UD 
Chapters shall take their numbers from the session of the 
Grand Chapter granting them a charter, and if more than 
one Chapter was continued under dispensation, then as be- 
tween such continued Chapters they shall be numbered ac- 
cording to the date of their institution. 


In case two Chapters bear the same name, the one first 
instituted shall retain the said name unless such Chapters, 
by agreement, provide otherwise. 


That the front page of the first published Proceedings 
of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma shall 
contain the following: 


“Official Proceedings of the Twentieth Annual Com- 
munication of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the Indian Ter- 
ritory and the Eighth Annual Communication of the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory and the First Annual 
Communication of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of 
Oklahoma” and that each vear thereafter the published Pro- 
ceedings shall contain a like front page with the numbers 
of the Annual Communication changed. 


That the history and records of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. 
of the Indian Territory and the history of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory shall become the property, 
funds and paraphernalia of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the 
State of Oklahoma. 


That a committee of six members composed of three 
members to be appointed by the Grand Matron of the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of the Indian Territory and three members 
to be appointed by the Grand Matron of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of the Oklahoma Territory, shall be appointed to draft 
a complete constitution and by-laws of the Grand Chapter 
O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma and a uniform code of by- 
laws and such regulations as may be necessary for the 
government of the Subordinate Chapters, and submit their 
said report to said convention. 


That the Grand Matron of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of 
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Indian Territory and the Grand Matron of the Grand Chap- 
ter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory join in a request to the 
Most Worthy Grand Matron of the General Grand Chapter, 
Mrs. Ella S. Washburn, to be present at, take charge of, and 
preside over the convention herein provided for. And that 
the two Grand Matrons above mentioned shall also extend 
an invitation to the Most Worthy Grand Patron of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, Mr. William H. Norris, to be present 
at said convention. 


That we recommend to said convention the adoption 
of the form of Credential Card blank and the ribbon badge 
system as used at this time for the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of 
Oklahoma Territory. 


Most respectfully submitted, 

W. A. McBripE (Chairman) 

HENRY M. FuRMAN 

JOANNA JACOBS 

RuHopa M. HunTER 

Ja ALLS 

The above report was signed by W. L. Eagleton (chair- 

man of the committee from the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma 
Territory). 


This above agreement was unanimously adopted by the 
committee from the Grand Chapters O.E.S. of Oklahoma and 
Indian Territory. 


Sister McBride stated that the Grand Chapter of Indian 
Territory was prepared to and desirous of fulfilling this 
agreement to the letter and moved that we do not dissolve 
but consolidate as agreed upon. 


The motion was carried unanimously. 


A motion was made and carried that this Body appoint 
a committee of five to notify the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma 
Territory (which was in session just across the hall) that 
we are now ready to amalgamate according to the terms of 
the agreement, and request that Body to appoint a committee 
of five to meet with our commitee and arrange all minor 
deails of amalgamation 

The Grand Patron, Brother G. M. Cunningham, ap- 
poined the following on this committee: Sisters Sharp, Press- 
ley and Galbraith, Brothers Coyle and Talmage. 


COMMITTEE FROM GRAND CHAPTER OF INDIAN TERRITORY 
The Grand Warder (of Oklahoma Grand Chapter) an- 
nounced that a committee appointed to represent the Grand 
Chapter of the Indian Territory were in waiting. 
They were admitted. Brother John Coyle, chairman of 
said committee, stated that it was the wish of their Grand 


LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 113 


Matron that a committee of five (5) appointed by the Grand 
Matron of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma should confer 
with this committee from Indian Territory regarding the 
minor details and arrangements of the amalgamation of the 
two Grand Chapters. A meeting of the joint committee to 
be held in the afternoon. The request of the chairman was 
complied with. The Grand Matron stated that her committee 
would be ready at one o’clock. 


The Grand Matron announced the following committee 
members: W. L. Eagleton, Teague Ray, Alfred G. Gray, 
Adelle Speer and Mrs. Mary Alverson. 


JOINT COMMITTEE 


The following report of the committee appointed to 
arrange details was adopted: 


We have met and upon invitation, our Most Worthy 
Grand Matron, Mrs. Washburn, and our Right Worthy Grand 
Secretary, Mrs. Pitkin, met with us. The question came up 
first as to whether or not amalgamating with the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory had been 
sufficiently given to the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State 
of Oklahoma after same was organized, whereupon Brother 
Talmage of the committee submitted a resolution which 
was satisfactory to the Most Worthy Grand Matron, and 
which he (Talmage) said would be presented to the members 
of the Star (O.E.S.) of Indian Territory apportionment of the 
State (of Oklahoma) and after same was adopted agreed 
to furnish the Most Worthy Grand Matron with a copy. 


The members of the committee from the Oklahoma Jjuris- 
diction agreed to recommend to the Grand Chapter of Okla- 
homa that after winding up the business of said Grand 
Chapter, and after granting its jurisdiction to the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma to then adjourn 
without date, to go into convention composed of members 
of the Order of O.E.S. of both jurisdictions for the purpose 
2: organizing a Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Okla- 
10ma. 


The committee then further agreed that the following 
officers should be elected from the Indian Territory appor- 
tionment of the State, to-wit: The Grand Matron, the Asso- 
ciate Grand Patron, the Grand Treasurer, the Associate 
Grand Conductress, and the apportionment of the State in- 
cluding the Oklahoma Jurisdiction should have the Grand 
Patron, the Associate Grand Matron, the Grand Secretary 
and the Grand Conductress, and it is further agreed that the 
remaining officers be divided by the incoming Grand Ma- 
tron and Grand Patron, alternating throughout remainder 
of the list. The first appointment after Associate Grand 
Conductress to be from the Oklahoma side. It was further 
agreed by and between the parties that the committees should 
be divided in the same way, the chairman of the first com- 
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mittee to be from the Indian Territory side and the chairmen 
to alternate through the remainder of the said committees. 


It being further agreed that the committee should be 
composed of members from the two jurisdictions alternating 
from the chairman of said committee; that is, the first 
appointee on said committee to be from the opposite juris- 
diction from the chairman, thus giving the chairman a 
majority of their committee from. the jurisdiction from 
which the chairman comes. It was further agreed by and 
between the committee that they recommend for election to 
the respective offices the following, to-wit: 

Grand Matron, Ada T. Martin. 

Grand Patron, John Lindsay. 

Associate Grand Matron, Lulu B. Evans. 

Associate Grand Patron, William G. Bryson. 

Grand Secretary, Mrs. Kittie Lee McClain. 

Grand Treasurer, Mrs. Clara A. McBride. 

Grand Conductress, Mrs. Flora Parker. 

Associate Grand Conductress, Mrs. Jennie A. Livingston. 

Fraternally submitted, 
JOHN COYLE 
BESSIE CONSTANCE SHARP 
ASSENTHA PRESSLY 
Nova GALBRAITH 
W. H. TALMAGE 


RESOLUTION 


Sister Sharp presented the following resolution, which 
also was adopted: 

Inasmuch as we are fully prepared to follow out the 
instructions of the joint agreement pertaining to the merger 


of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory and the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma, 


Be Ir RESOLVED, That for the purpose of consummating 
the aims and purposes of said above agreement to the end 
that the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma may 
be organized, that we respectfully request the General Grand 
Chapter to take full charge and proceed at once to organize 
said Grand Chapter of the State of Oklahoma. 


Br Ir FurTHER RESOLyED, That a copy of this resolution 
be sent to the Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Ella S. 
Washburn. 


On motion the Grand Chapter requested Sister McBride 
to continue to perform such services as she deemed neces- 
sary for the adjustment of all details ‘incident to the consoli- 
dation and to receive for her services the same salary as 
heretofore. 


ADJOURNED 


The Grand Matron then adjourned the Grand Chapter 
of Indian Territory to meet at 9 A.M., Friday morning, in 
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joint convention with the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory for the purpose of forming the Grand Chapter O.E.S. 
of the State of Oklahoma. 

ApA T. MarTIN, Grand Matron 
Cxiara A. McBripE, Grand Secretary 
(Seal of Indian Territory) 


While the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory was in 
session accepting this report of the joint committee from 
the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the Indian Territory and the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory, the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma Territory was adopting the 
same report from the members of the joint committee from 
Oklahoma Territory. : 

“Tt was moved, seconded and carried unanimously that 
the agreement by and between the Committee on Consolida- 


tion at South McAlester on August 13, 1908, be and the same 
is approved and adopted.” 


W. L. Eagleton, chairman of the committee, stated that 
the committee appointed this day to confer with a like 
committee from the members of the Grand Chapter of Indian 
Territory met and unanimously agreed upon all minor de- 
tails concerning the merger. 


(Report same as adopted by Indian Territory.) 


JURISDICTION OF OKLAHOMA 


It was moved by Bro. Eagleton, duly seconded and car- 
ried unanimously that the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter 
of Oklahoma (Territory) be and the same is hereby assigned, 
surrendered, transferred, vested and turned over to the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma. 


PURPOSE OF ADJOURNMENT 


It was moved by Bro. Eagleton, duly seconded and car- 
ried unanimously that upon the adjournment of the Grand 
Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma (Territory) tonight, that said 
adjournment should be without date and the members of 
this Grand Chapter shall go immediately into convention 
with the members of the O.E.S. of Indian Territory for the 
purpose of forming the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of 
Oklahoma. 


In the addresses given by members and visitors, there 
were many expressions of tenderness, gaiety and pathos as. 
the words of encouragement and deeds of self-sacrifice were 
recalled, and as was quoted at the time: “One must needs 

have been present to fully appreciate and enjoy the laying 
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of the ‘cornerstone’ upon this foundation, shaped and build- 
ed by years of labor of hundreds of members who have ever 
been loyal and self-sacrificing for the O.E.S. of Indian 
Territory and Oklahoma. 


It was an intricate and trying ordeal between the offi- 
cers of the General Grand Chapter, who had never experi- 
enced or anticipated such a situation, and the members of 
the two Grand Chapter committees to cover every phase of 
the agreement in order that nothing would appear to disturb 
the peace and harmony of the future new Grand Chapter. 


The subsequent growth and the list of achievements 
have proved their efforts were not in vain. 


GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS AND APPOINT- 
MENTS OF INDIAN AND OKLAHOMA TERRITORIES 
AND THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


Brother John Rennie, 1889—Worthy Grand Marshal. 
Sister Mary E. McClure, 1890—Worthy Grand Martha. 
Sister M. Alice Miller, 1901-1904—Worthy Grand Marshal. 


Sister M. Alice Miller, 1904-1907—-Right Worthy Grand Con- 
ductress. 


Sister M. Alice Miller, 1907-1910—Right Worthy Associate 
Grand Matron. 


Sister M. Alice Miller, 1910-1913—Most Worthy Grand Matron. 
Sister Ida M. Lewis, 1910-1913—Worthy Grand Martha. 
Sister Mary Alverson, 1922-1925—Necrology Committee. 
Sister Blanche B. Neal, 1931-1934—Distribution Committee. 
Sister Annette B. Ehler, 1925-1928—Ritual Committee. 
Brother W. Mark Sexson, 1928-1931—Ritual Committee. 
Brother Frank Derr, 1937-1940—Worthy Grand Sentinel. 
Sister Gertrude Canfield, 1940-1943—Educational Committee. 
Sister Juanita Killion, 1943-1946—Distribution Committee. 


Sister Juanita Killion, 1946-1949—Right Worthy Grand Trus- 
Lee. 

Sister Juanita Killion, 1949-1952—Right Worthy Associate 
Grand Conductress. 


Sister Eva Wells, 1946-1949—Jurisprudence Committee. 
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CONVENTION 
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
GRAND CHAPTER, ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR, 
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


Guthrie, Oklahoma, Febs 12, 1909 


I PURSUANCE to a call from a Joint Committee to all 

Chapters in the jurisdiction of Oklahoma, the Most Wor- 
thy Grand Matron, Mrs. Ella S. Washburn, called the Con- 
vention to order at nine o’clock A.M., for the purpose of 
organizing the “Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star of 
the State of Oklahoma,” as provided for by the Grand Chap- 
ters of Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory in execu- 
tive session assembled. 


Prayer by Brother Laverty. 


The Right Worthy Grand Secretary, Mrs. Lorraine J. 
Pitkin, was appointed Secretary of the Convention, Mrs. 
Kitty Lee McClain being appointed as Assistant Secretary. 


A communication from the Most Worthy Grand Patron 
was read, which appointed the Most Worthy Grand Matron 
his deputy to act for him in the organization of the Grand 
Chapter of Oklahoma. This communication was ordered 
spread upon the records of the Convention and is as follows: 


Manchester, Iowa 
Office of William H. Norris, M. W. Grand Patron, 
To all who these presents may come, Greetings: 


WHEREAS, The Grand Chapters of the Territories of Ok- 
lahoma and Indian Territory have each determined in a 
proper and legal manner that the best interests of our Order 
would be subsurved by consolidation of said Chapters into 
one Grand Body, to be known as the Grand Chapter of Okla- 
homa, and 

WHEREAS, The plan for the organization of said new 
Grand Chapter has been outlined and agreed upon by said 
Grand Chapters of Oklahoma and Indian Territory as now 
organized, and 
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Ne eee 

Wuenreas, A convention for the purpose of completing 

the organization of such new Grand Chapter has been regu- 

larly called to meet in Guthrie, Oklahoma, on the 12th day 
of February, 1909, and 


WuepreEas, I find it impossible to be present in person on 
the occasion of the convention called for the organization 
of said new Grand Chapter, 


THEREFORE, Be it known that under and by virtue of the 
authority given me by Section 3, Article XII, of the Constitu- 
tion of the General Grand Chapter, I hereby authorize, em- 
power and commission our Most Worthy Grand Matron, 
Sister Ella Simmons Washburn, to act in my place and stead 
and as my special deputy in the matter of the organization 
of said Grand Chapter and it is hereby enjoined upon all 
members of the Order in said jurisdiction to recognize the 
authority of my said deputy in the premises and to give full 
faith and credence to her actions as my representative. 


A full and complete report of all acts done under and by 
virtue of this commission shall be made to me in writing 
by my said deputy at the close of her labours in connection 
with the matter of said organization. 


In Witness WHEREOF, I hereunto set my Official signa- 
ture at Manchester, Iowa, this 28th day of January, 1909. 


W. H. Norris, Most Worthy Grand Patron 
of the General Grand Chapter, O.ESS. 


The report from the joint committee upon consolidation 
was read and ordered spread in full upon the records of this 
Convention. 


This agreement was adopted at the session of the Grand 
Chapter of Indian Territory in August, 1908, and at the ses- 
sion of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma, February 11, 1909, 
and which will appear upon the records of both Grand 
Chapters as follows: 


(Note: These articles of agreement are printed in full 
on pages 76 to 80 of the Indian Territory Proceedings of 
August, 1908, and on pages 85 to 89 of the Oklahoma Pro- 
ceedings of February 11, 1909.) 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron, acting as Deputy for 
the Most Worthy Grand Patron, then announced that she 
would proceed with the organization of the Grand Chapter 
of Oklahoma, which was done. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


From the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory through the 
Grand Secretary, Mrs. Clara A. McBride, the following reso- 
lution was read and ordered spread in full upon the records 
of the Convention. 


Inasmuch as we are fully prepared to follow out the 
instructions of the joint agreement pertaining to the merging 
of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Indian Territory and the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma, 


Be it resolved that for the purpose of consummating the 
aims and purposes of said above agreement to the end that 
the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Oklahoma may be 
organized, that we respectfully request the General Grand 
Chapter to take full charge and proceed at once to organize 
the said Grand Chapter of the State of Oklahoma. 


Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Ella S. Wash- 
burn. 


Adopted Feb. 12, 1909, by the Grand Chapter of Indian 
Territory. 


(Seal) Mrs. Ciara A. McBripeg, Grand Secretary 


From the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma through its Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Kitty Lee McClain, the following resolution was 
read and ordered spread upon the records of the Convention: 
To the Most Worthy Grand Matron of the 
General Grand Chapter: 


In conformity to the asreement entered into by and 
between the committees on amalgamation of the Grand 
Chapter of Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Oklahoma, by unanimous vote, af- 
firmed, ratified and adopted said report and by unanimous 
vote in Grand Chapter assembled on the 12th of February, 
1909, after ratifying said agreement, Surrendered its juris- 
diction to the General Grand Chapter O.E.S. for the purpose 
of uniting with the Eastern Star members of Indian Terri- 
tory jurisdiction in forming the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the 
State of Oklahoma, and to this end requests that the General 
Grand Chapter, through its Most Worthy Grand Matron, take 
charge of said work and Organize said Grand Chapter of the 
State of Oklahoma. 


A copy of this communication was ordered to be given 
to the Most Worthy Grand Matron, Mrs. Ella §. Washburn. 


Kitty LEE McCLaIn, Grand Secretary 
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COMMITTEES 
The Most Worthy Grand Matron announced the follow- 
ing committees: 


Credentials 
Mrs. M. Alice Miller, Mrs. Clara A. McBride 


Constitution 
Mrs. Anna J. Wade Mrs. Kitty Lee McClain 
W. M. Anderson G. M. Cunningham 
Mrs. Ada T. Martin Mrs. Clara A. McBride 


The Credentials Committee, through its chairman, Mrs. 
M. Alice Miller, reported that 111 Chapters were enrolled 
from the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory and 89 from the 
Oklahoma Grand Chapter, making in all 200 Chapters repre- 
sented by legal delegates. 


(Note: The complete report of the Credentials Committee 
is printed on pages 71 to 84 of the Oklahoma Proceedings 
and the report in the Proceedings of Indian Territory, which 
reports were accepted by the Convention.—Kitty Lee Mc- 
Clain.) 


Joseph G. Ralls moved that the further reading of the 
report of the Committee on Credentials be suspended, sub- 
ject to modification and final action later, which motion 
was carried. 


Greetings were presented by the Most Worthy Grand 
Matron from Mrs. Jennie Matthews, Past Most Worthy Grand 
Matron of the General Grand Chapter, and Mrs. Jennie A. 
Rule, Past Grand Matron of Iowa, which greetings were upon 
motion of W. L. Eagleton received and made a part of the 
records of the Convention. 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron was instructed to carry 
back to the sisters in San Francisco the thanks of the sisters 
and brothers here assembled for the kind greetings extended 
to them at this time, which was carried unanimously amid 
great applause. 


George W. Clark, of Oklahoma City, invited all present 
to a reception to be tendered in honor of the Right Worthy 
Grand Secretary in that city on Saturday evening, Febru- 
ary 13th. 


The visitors from Texas and Arkansas entertained those 
present with pleasing remarks: they were Mrs. Ward, Grand 
Matron of Texas; Mrs. Leonard, Grand Secretary; Mrs. Al- 
vord and Mrs. ele Past Grand Matrons of Texas; Frank 
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M. Walker, Past Grand Patron of Texas; and Mark P. Ollney, 
Past Grand Patron of Arkansas. 

The Committee on Constitution, through its chairman, 
Mrs. Clara McBride, presented its report, and upon motion 
of W. L. Eagleton, seconded by Brother Laverty, was de- 
clared adopted without reading. 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron, Mrs. Ella S. Washburn, 
acting as Deputy of the Most Worthy Grand Patron, as afore- 
said, then declared the Grand Chapter of O.E.S. of the State 
of Oklahoma, duly organized. 


W. E. Gilpin and G. W. Cunningham were appointed 
tellers. 


A unanimous vote was taken by ballot and the Most 
Worthy Grand Matron declared each of the following Grand 
Officers elected, locations being observed in accordance with 
the agreement of the joint committee previously provided 
for: 


Grand Matron, Mrs. Ada T. Martin 

Grand Patron, John G. Lindsay 

Associate Grand Matron, Mrs. Lulu B. Evans 
Associate Grand Patron, William G. Bryson 

Grand Secretary, Mrs. Kitty Lee McClain 

Grand Treasurer, Mrs. Clara A. McBride 

Grand Conductress, Mrs. Flora Parker 

Asso. Grand Conductress, Mrs. Jennie E. Livingston 


RESOLUTION 


A resolution was read and adopted by unanimous vote 
and ordered spread upon the records, and the hour of two 
o’clock was set for Memorial Services, as provided for as 
follows: 


WHEREAS, This being the centenary of the birth of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, that great and good man, in every Sense a typi- 
cal American, representative of all that is great and good 
and elevating in our democratic institutions, a man who by 
his own efforts and the greatness of his character arose from 
the humblest walks of life to the highest position in the gift 
of this republic and whose life is most worthy of emulation 
by the youth of this land; 


THEREFORE, BE It RESOLVED, That the Grand Chapter be 
suspended for thirty minutes beginning at two o’clock P.M., 
and that said period be devoted to an appropriate service 
in memory of the birth of this great American patriot, and 
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to the birth of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of 
Oklahoma. 


W. L. EAGLETON JAMES LOBSITZ 
W. E. GILPIN J. G. RALLIS 
GEORGE W. CLARK W. M. ANDERSON 


JOHN J. LINDSAY 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron called off the Grand 
Chapter, to reconvene at 1 o’clock for the installation of the 
Grand Officers. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
The Most Worthy Grand Matron called the Grand Chap- 

ter to order at one o’clock and the Grand Officers who had 
been declared elected and the following appointed Grand 
Officers were all duly installed by the Most Worthy Grand 
Matron, Mrs. Ella S. Washburn, assisted by the Right Worthy 
Grand Secretary as Grand Marshal: 

Grand Lecturer, Mrs. Bessie C. Sharp 

Grand Marshal, Mrs. Fannie Boggs 

Grand Chaplain, Mrs. Blanche Stewart 

Grand Organist, Mrs. Ida Lobsitz 

Grand Adah, Miss Bessie Palmer 

Grand Ruth, Mrs. Hortense Doye 

Grand Esther, Mrs. Eugenia Turner 

Grand Martha, Mrs. Minnie Hutchins 

Grand Electa, Mrs. Nova Galbraith 

Grand Warder, Mrs. Mary Hopkins 

Grand Sentinel, I. G. H. Hulme 


Mrs. ELLA S. WASHBURN, 
Most Worthy Grand Matron 
Deputy for the Most Worthy Grand Patron 
LorRAINE J. PITKIN, 
Right Worthy Grand Secretary 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, Feb. 12, 1909 


OKLAHOMA FIRST GRANDS 


~~ a 


JOHN G. LINDSAY 


ADA T. MARTIN 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR OF THE STATE OF 
OKLAHOMA 


MMEDIATELY FOLLOWING the Installation of Officers 

O.E.S., of the State of Oklahoma, Mrs. Ada T. Martin, 
Grand Matron, as presiding officer, stated that all business 
would be suspended and due observance be given to the 
Memorial Services commemorating the birth of Abraham 
Lincoln. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


Following the hurry and rush of business of the past 
few days, the calm quiet hush was almost sublime as one 
of Guthrie’s sweetest singers raised her clear voice in that 
song loved by every loyal American—‘The Star Spangled 
Banner.” 


Loving memory of the good man who stood for so much 
in our land, and hopes for the brightest future of our new 
Grand Chapter this day created, filled the hearts of many 
members as all heads were bowed for a few moments in 
silent prayer. 


The addresses of Brothers Furman and Cunningham 
were filled with noble, inspiring thoughts, words of tribute 
and of hope. The short service was closed as hundreds of 
voices joined in singing “America.” 


HoNoORARY MEMBERS 


Sister Ella S. Washburn, Most Worthy Grand Matron of 
the General Grand Chapter, and Sister Lorraine J. Pitkin, 
Right Worthy Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, were elected Honorary Members of the State of Okla- 
homa, as were the following who attended the formation 
of this Grand Chapter: Sister Fannie V. Ward, Grand Matron; 
Sister Aline M. Walker, Past Grand Matron; Sister Rea Alford, 
Past Grand Matron; Brother Frank M. Walker, Past Grand 
Patron; and Sister Cassie C. Leonard, Grand Secretary, all 
of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of Texas; Brother Mark P. Olney, 
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Past Grand Patron of Arkansas; Sister Amanda J. Wyatt, Past 
Grand Matron of Missouri. 


FINANCE 

Salary of the Grand Secretary was placed at $1,200 and 
that of the Grand Treasurer at $300 per annum, payable 
monthly. 

The Grand Matron was allowed $800 for expenses dur- 
ing the year, or so much thereof as might be necessary. 

$150 was appropriated for expenses of the Grand Lec- 
turer, subject to the dictation of the Grand Matron. 


DONATION TO THE HOME FuND 


Sister Pitkin stated her wish to contribute to the Home 
Fund of Oklahoma, and that she would send a check for that 
purpose after her return to Chicago. 


FINANCIAL AGENT 


The Financial Agent of the Indian Territory Grand Chap- 
ter was to be continued in office until the next Grand Chapter 
session, receiving a free will offering. 


PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS, CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws 


The Grand Secretary was instructed to have 2,900 copies 
of the Constitution and By-Laws, and 1,000 copies of the 
Proceedings of this Convention printed and distributed. 


TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 


Sister Teague Ray, on behalf of Guthrie Chapter No. 2, 
invited the Grand Body to meet with them again next year, 
and upon motion by Brother Clark the time was set for the 
first Wednesday in May, 1910. Amendment by Brother Mar- 
tin that the Grand Chapter meet in McAlester in February, 
1910, immediately following the Grand Lodge, was accepted 
and the motion, as amended, was carried. 


UNIFORM CODE oF By-Laws 


By-Laws were amended to read, “The annual installation 
of officers shall be held on or before the fifteenth day of 
January.” 


CHARTERS 


Upon motion by Brother Clark, the Grand Patron and 
Grand Secretary were directed to prepare a form of Charter 
for Subordinate Chapters. The names of Subordinate Chap- 
ters were to remain the same as they now are, except where 
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request for change is received within thirty days, and names 
and numbers of new Chapters were to be left to the discretion 
of the Grand Matron and Grand Secretary. 


SEALS 


The Grand Secretary was instructed to procure a Grand 
Chapter seal, and the seals of the Grand Matron of Indian 
Territory and Oklahoma Territory were to be attached to all 
instruments issued by the Grand Matron until her new seal 
shall have been secured. 


Brother Frank M. Walker, Past Grand Patron of Texas, 
stated that he desired to present to this Grand Chapter the 
first seal of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. of the State of Okla- 
homa, and acceptance was made by the Grand Secretary. 


GAVELS 


Upon motion by Sister Akens, the gavels of the Indian 
Territory and Oklahoma Territory Grand Chapters were to 
be placed in the cornerstone of the Masonic Home. 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Washburn, re- 
quested the privilege of presenting the Grand Chapter O.E.S. 
of the State of Oklahoma with a new gavel, which she pro- 
posed to bring from Honolulu, and Sister Martin, Grand 
Matron, in her pleasing manner expressed appreciation of 
the Grand Chapter. 


Book OF INSTRUCTIONS 


A Book of Instruction for Subordinate Chapters, pre- 
pared by Sister Hunter, was referred to the Committee on 
Jurisprudence. 


JEWELS 

Jewels purchased by the Grand Chapter of Indian Terri- 
tory, not having been engraved on account of the proposed 
amalgamation, were ordered turned to the Grand Secretary 
for engraving. 

Guthrie Chapter No. 2 was extended a vote of thanks 
for their generous hospitality, their entertainment and many 
kindnesses shown this Grand Chapter. 

Apa T. MARTIN, Grand Matron 
Kirry Lee McCain, Grand Secretary 


OKLAHOMA GRAND MATRONS, 1909-1918 


Ada T. Martin Lula B. Evans Jennie Livingston 
1909-10 1910-11 1911-12 


ke 


Bessie Palmer Dove Mary L. Duncan Hortense Doye 
1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 


Fae 
Arnette B. Ehler Mary E. Seaman Osa Bruss 
1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 
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GRAND CHAPTER 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
OF 
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


HE GRAND CHAPTER of the State of Oklahoma Order of 


the Eastern Star was the result of circumstances that 
never had and probably never will exist again. 


When the State of Oklahoma became a commonwealth 
in the Great United States, it was necessary for the Grand 
Chapters of Indian Territory and of Oklahoma Territory to 
unite in one Grand Chapter and co-ordinate their fraternal 
efforts for the best interests of the Order. 


Although the members of the two Grand Chapters of the 
Territories had been neighbors the seven years previous, 
the adopting of a new Constitution and Laws reconstructing 
and reconciling them to the Chapters of the new Grand Chap- 
ter required the wisdom of Solomon and the patience of Job 
for the Grand Matrons to interpret to the subordinate Chap- 
ters. Having Sister Madeline B. Conkling, Past Most Worthy 
Grand Matron, and Sister M. Alice Miller, Right Worthy Asso- 
ciate Grand Matron of the General Grand Chapter, living in 
the State, upon whose wise judgment they could depend, 
created a confidence that was an adjunct and encourage- 
ment to the new officers of this Grand Chapter. 


Fortunate indeed were we to have for the first Grand Ma- 
tron Sister Ada T. Martin, who was the last Grand Matron 
of Indian Territory, and with this experience and wisdom 
and diplomacy, she together with the counsel of the Worthy 
Grand Patron and several Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons, conducted the business of the Grand Chapter in a 
very creditable and agreeable manner that stimulated and 
promoted the growth and progress. 


The Constitution and Rules and Regulations of the Grand 
Chapter were well defined and compiled, but it was neces- 
sary to interpret them, and at the close of her year she made 
seven recommendations. Naturally, her correspondence was 
quite heavy and she visited seventy-seven Chapters, travel- 
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ing by rail. There had been appropriated six hundred dol- 
lars for expenses but she used little more than half of it. 


There were two hundred and twenty-three Chapters at 
the organization of the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma and the 
Grand Patron was kept busy instituting fourteen new Chap- 
ters, adding to the membership which now numbered ten 
thousand nine hundred and forty-eight. 


The General fund was accredited with five thousand 
four hundred and seventy-nine dollars and there were fif- 
teen hundred sixty-eight dollars in the Masonic Home Fund. 


No provision had been made by the Grand Chapter in 
the amount of Bond of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treas- 
urer. After consulting the Grand Patron, it was decided to 
place the amounts as follows, Grand Secretary $2000.00; 
Grand Treasurer $4000.00. As no provision had been made 
and because she knew they each were receiving liberal sal- 
aries she suggested they personally pay the premiums. The 
Grand Secretary’s salary was six hundred dollars and the 
Grand Treasurer’s was one hundred dollars per annum. 
Knowing it would be a physical impossibility for her to visit 
the Chapters she appointed thirty-two Deputies who visited 
the Chapters at the option and expense of the Chapter. “In- 
asmuch as the Sisters appointed were thoroughly competent 
in every way to instruct Chapters, I did not consider it 
necessary to hold any school of instruction, but tried to 
cover points through correspondence” (and I was one of 
those Deputies—M.E.S.). 


She wrote letters to all Chapters and with the knowledge 
and consent of the Grand Master sent out letters asking for 
one dollar for the Christmas Fund “and the result was al- 
most startling. With the most commendable promptness do- ° 
nations began pouring in.” 


Under her direction and together with the Grand Patron 
and Grand Secretary “The Grand Chapter of the State of 


Oklahoma” was incorporated under the Laws of Incorpora- 
tion of the State. 


Under “expenses of my office” she says: “There were 
several Grand Chapter visits I had planned to make, but 
upon second consideration thought best to forego the plea- 
sure.” She did visit the Grand Chapter of Kansas. 


Ceremonies for instituting and constituting subordinate 
Chapters were written and submitted by Sister M. Alice 
Miller, Right Worthy Associate Grand Matron of the General 
Grand Chapter, and adopted. 
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Since the last Session of Grand Chapter, 1910, a distinct 
honor had come to Oklahoma as Sister M. Alice Miller had 
been elected to the highest office in the Order of the Eastern 
Star—that of Most Worthy Grand Matron. Sister Miller called 
the 1911 Session to order. 


The Masonic Home had been established at Darlington 
and the day after the close of Grand Chapter a special train 
transported all who cared to go to El Reno where they were 
met and taken to the Masonic Home to spend the day, have 
lunch, and visit with members of the Masonic Home family. 
This trip was beneficial to the members for they gained 
first-hand information as to the needs of the Home, and on 
returning to their Chapters were better able to report same. 


The religious activities at the Home were being held in 
the Free Will Baptist Mission which was inconvenient for 
both the Church and the Home and after being consulted by 
the members of the Grand Lodge as to the advisability of 
building an O.E.S. Chapel, Sister Lula B. Evans, Grand Ma- 
tron, appointed a committee composed of Wm. G. Bryson, 
Grand Patron; Chas. L. Reeder, Past Grand Patron, and Wm. 
Anderson, Past Grand Patron, to confer and report. This 
committee had no definite plans to report except to rec- 
ommend that a building large enough to seat five hundred 
be built. The report was adopted as read with no specified 
time for building same, each Chapter to raise their share of 
the cost. 


The Finance Committee disapproved of the visit the 
Grand Matron made to the Grand Chapters of Kansas and 
Arkansas. 


Sister Jennie Livingston, the third Grand Matron, was 
the oldest ever elected to this office but she gave time and 
energy to a busy year. She opened with a gavel made of 
woods of the trees which were grown on the Home grounds 
and made by the boys in the Manual Training School. 


She was the first Grand Matron to appoint Sister Miller 
on the Masonic Home Board of Control at the request of the 
Grand Lodge; Sister Telle, who had served so faithfully and 
well, had been selected by the Grand Chapter in Session. 


A resolution was introduced and adopted to appropriate 
$6000.00 for a Chapel to be built at the Masonic Home and 
that two members be appointed to serve with the O.E.S. Rep- 
resentative on the Board of Control, to supervise the build- 
ing of this Chapel. 


Sister Mary L. Duncan was very happy to head the Ok- 
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lahoma delegation to the General Grand Chapter when Sister 
M. Alice Miller presided as Most Worthy Grand Matron. We 
were one of the delegation and it was a privilege to observe 
one so efficient, so thoroughly just that her influence never 
waned in the General Grand Chapter but continued to com- 
mand the respect and influence through the last Assembly 
she attended in 1940. 


The O.E.S. Chapel at the Masonic Home was completed 
and a special train took some three hundred O.E.S. Mem- 
bers to El] Reno for the dedication the day following the 
closing of Grand Chapter. 


When the Home was moved to Darlington from Atoka 
in 1910, with an increase in the Masonic Home family, the 
Grand Matrons urged greater interest among the Chapters. 
Chapters showered the Home with linens, bedding, canned 
fruit, fresh fruit, clothing and other articles that were needed 
in any home. The Grand Matrons sent out letters to the Chap- 
ters, establishing a Christmas fund with which to make a 
happy Christmas for those who were members of the Home 
family. 


Sister Hortense Doye, 1914-1915, made a visit to the 
Home taking an American Flag and made the remark, “How 
nice if we could have the bugle call.” She became interested 
not only in the bugle but a brass band among the children 
and succeeded in buying enough instruments for a number 
of musically inclined children, who, under the direction of 
Sister Robertson, the wife of Superintendent of the Home, 
became efficient enough that the Grand Chapter sent them 
to Guthrie to serenade Sister Doye after she became a shut- 
in. 

When Sister Annette B. Ehler was serving as Grand. Ma- 
tron, her messages and symbolic interpretation so inspired 
those who attended and the many inquiries she received in 
regard to the Study of Symbolism so impressed her that she 
later wrote a Book of Instruction. She was very capable of 
doing this as she had been a teacher, writer, editor and 
newspaper publisher and a lifelong student of symbolism. 
These interpretations caused an increase in interest and an 
eagerness of officers to render perfect work. This book of 
Instructions was approved by Grand Matron Mary E. Sea- 
man for use at Schools of Instruction during her term and 
in 1917 Sister Miller recommended its use and it was adopted. 
It was of invaluable assistance to Study Clubs and is still in 
effect. It was used by several Grand Chapters for compiling 
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Instructions in their Jurisdictions. Sister Ehler served three 
years as Grand Lecturer and during this time the Ritualistic 
work of the Order was made to mean so much to the mem- 
bers that Eastern Star took an upward trend. 


Sister Mary E. Seaman, 1916-1917, by a simple silver 
shower started a movement known as the Masonic Home 
March, which is still used as a regular order of business in 
all subordinate Chapters and is conducted at the Annual 
Session. This free will offering has grown into thousands of 
dollars and has been the means whereby the Grand Chapter 
and the Grand Matrons have been able to add many articles 
of beauty and comfort to the Homes. 


While serving as Grand Matron, Sister Seaman purchased 
and wore a Grand Matrons Jewel and at the close of her term 
presented it to the Grand Chapter to be worn by future 
Grand Matrons. 


The first girl from the Masonic Home, Rosetta MeMil- 
lan, to become a member of the Order of the Eastern Star 
was initiated during the 1917 Session of Grand Chapter, the 
Grand Officers conferring the Degrees for E] Reno Chapter 
in which she had been elected. 


The girls at the Home each took her turn in helping 
with the cooking but it was not educational in a practical 
way as quantities were too large. In order to emphasize the 
Domestic Science for private home education Sister Osa 
Bruss, 1917-1918, instituted this feature by furnishing a four 
room cottage for their homemaking and housekeeping and 
the girls from fourteen to sixteen years of age not only made 
a home and kept house but they planned, cooked and served 
meals. This was really a source of education and of pleasure 
as long as the Home was located at Darlington. Grand Ma- 
trons following Sister Bruss could see the practical value 
and added to and stressed this feature. 


Sister Bruss followed the national policy of conserv- 
ativeness during the war and her Grand Officers wore shirt 
waists and skirts. Sisters Bruss and Myrtle Frensley Stewart 
served during the World War I when all activities were di- 
rected to Red Cross work and other projects that would bring 
relief and comfort to the American Soldiers in service. Many 
dollars were invested in Liberty Bonds and members joined 
in drives for the sale of them. 


Sisters Stewart and Lula O. Botts had their activities 
curtailed during the drastic “Flu Epidemic” as a ban was 
placed on public gatherings. 
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Sister Stewart recommended the establishment of an 
Educational Fund after seeing the necessity, and it was and 
is set up in the Financial Budget of each subordinate Chap- 
ter for use of the Board of Control of the Masonic Homes. 


The adoption of the Efficiency Test in 1920 carried no 
appropriation for functioning but in 1921 a system for con- 
ducting and grading was adopted and an appropriation 
made, using Sister Ehler’s Book of Instruction for a founda- 
tion. It was at this session that the Resolution for allowing 
expenses of Finance Committee was adopted. 


The first report of the Board of Examiners was given 
in 1922 and Sister Sarah H. Morris signed Certificates of 
Efficiency for two hundred and ninety members with an 
average grade of seventy-five percent or more. This was a 
contributing factor for study and further perfection and 
knowledge. This idea was originated, developed and _ pro- 
moted by Sister Annette B. Ehler. 

The first Board of Examiners were Annette B. Ehler, 
M. Alice Miller and Mary E. Seaman. Sister Malda (Charles) 
Craig was a visitor at this 1922 Session. She had served as 
Grand Matron in Indian Territory in 1898-1899 and it was 
this same lady that we sought information about but have 
not yet succeeded except that she affiliated with Checotah 
Chapter in 1895 from Mexico. 


Many occurrences other than the regular duties added 
to Blanche B. Neal’s activities (1922 -1923), such as partici- 
pating in the laying of the Corner Stone of. the Masonic 
Home in Guthrie, the removal of the Masonic Home family 
from Darlington in September, 1922, and housing them in 
the Dormitory of the new Consistory Building. 


The “Order of Rainbow for Girls” for teen age girls was 
launched, having been originated by Brother W. Mark Sexson 
(Grand Patron, 1925-1926). It was endorsed by the Grand 
Chapter. Sieten Neal attended a heated meeting of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter Assembly in W ashington, D. C., when 
extraneous degrees were outlawed. Sister i verear was ap- 
pointed Chairman of the Necrology Committee of General 
Grand Chapter. 


Sister Neal appointed a Grand Historian, who has since 
been added to the Standing Committees. 


Sister Elizabeth MéWhirter, 1923- 24, launched a cam- 
paign for helping the Masonic Lodge to float $200,000.00 in 
Bonds which were issued to finish the Masonic Home Build- 
ing program. 
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She recommended that Grand Matrons’, Grand Patrons’ 
Past Grand Matrons’ and Past Grand Patron’s titles have 
“Worthy” preceding their office designation also recom- 
mended that the Transportation Committee be made perma- 
nent. 


Henry S. Johnston, Governor of Oklahoma and a mem- 
ber of Perry Chapter was introduced and addressed the 
Grand Chapter. 


Grand Chapters convene every year and Worthy Grand 
Matrons’ reports seemingly are of the same routine but 
Worthy Grand Matron, Miss Marion Madsen, not only helped 
with the moving of the Masonic Home family into their new 
Home but established one of her own, introducing a bit of 
romance into her life, for besides conducting the affairs of 
the Grand Chapter she assumed the management of a Grand 
Husband and became Mrs. Frank A. Derr. 


She secured a ruling from the Most Worthy Grand Ma- 
tron granting permission for the use of Electric Signets. 


The resolution making it legal to use loose leaf record 
books was adopted. She was the first Grand Matron to open 
a Session in the new Scottish Rite Temple, as Sister Derr in 
1925. She was the first Grand Matron of the State of Okla- 
homa to be a native daughter, was “proud of my native 
State and am glad to be termed a Sooner.” 


Oklahoma was very proud of both Sister M. Alice Miller, 
Past Grand Matron of Indian Territory and Past Most Worthy 
Grand Matron.of the General Grand Chapter, and Sister 
Madeline B. Conkling, Past Grand Matron of Oregon and Past 
Most Worthy Grand Matron of the General Grand Chapter, 
who dwelt many, many years among US. Few remembered 
Sister Ella S. Washburn, who was the Most Worthy Grand 
Matron of the General Grand Chapter, and organized the 
Grand Chapter of the State of Oklahoma. It was with much 
pleasure that the Grand Chapter welcomed Sister Clara Hein- 
rich at the annual Session in 1926, not only because she was 
the Most Worthy Grand Matron but because of her charming 
personality. 

Pleasant memories of her attendance at our own Grand 
Chapter were recalled and all were shocked and many hearts 
were saddened when a few months later came the news of 
her untimely, tragic passing while visiting Chapters in 
China. 

Sister Norma Norvell’s (1925-1926) Session was held in 
her own home town of Tulsa and every effort to honor her 


OKLAHOMA GRAND MATRONS, 1919-1927 


Myrtle F. Stewart Lula O. Botts Gladys Hargis 
1918-19 1919-20 1920-21 


Sarah A. Morris Blanche B. Neal Elizabeth McWhirter 
1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 


Marion Madsen Derr Norma L. Norvell Dr. Eva A. Wells 
1924-25 1925-26 1926-27 
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was made. Many special banquets and entertainments were 
given for her and her honored Guest, Clara Heinrich. Brother 
W. Mark Sexson, founder of the Rainbow for Girls was the 
Worthy Grand Patron who presided with Sister Norvell. 
Sister Norvell claimed a peculiar distinction, she was a 
Charter member of Taloga Chapter, Taloga, Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory, a Charter Member of Tulsa Chapter No. 116, Tulsa, 
Indian Territory, and a member of Tulsa Chapter when it 
belonged to the Grand Chapter of the State of Oklahoma. At 
that time, the members of a new Chapter were not all initi- 
ated; they would be obligated and then two of the petitioners 
would go through the Ceremony of Initiation. Sister Norvell 
was not one of these, therefore she had belonged to the 
Order in three Grand Jurisdictions yet never received the 
Degrees. 


Sister Norvell reported her attendance at the General 
Grand Chapter Session in Toronto, Canada and the pledging 
of $2000.00 to the International Temple in Washington. She, 
Sister Miller and Sister Alverson had been instructed at the 
1925 Session of Oklahoma to use their judgment in this mat- 
ter. Sister Annette B. Ehler was appointed on the Ritual 
Committee of General Grand Chapter. 


During the year the General Grand Chapter sent out 
notices of the passing of Brother Willis D. Engle, Past Most 
Worthy Grand Patron and Right Worthy Grand Secretary 
of the General Grand Chapter at the time of its organization 
in 1876. 


Brother Engle served the General Grand Chapter at the 
same time Sister M. Alice Miller was Most Worthy Grand 
Matron. 


The Worthy Grand Matron urged intensive efforts in 
the near East Relief and for the International Temple ob- 
jective. She ruled that members suspended for non-payment 
of dues be re-instated by a majority vote of the Chapter by 
the usual sign instead of Secret Ballot. Approved by the 
Grand Chapter. 

Sister Eva Wells, (1926-1927) urged the “members to 
put into effect the teachings of the Order” and emphasized 
throughout the year “Service for Humanity.” One could ex- 
pect Dr. Eva Wells to be constructively interested in Hu- 
manity. 

The six story Home for the Aged was finished and ready 
for occupancy as soon as furnished. 


The Worthy Grand Matron introduced Governor Henry 
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S. Johnston, who made a wonderful address. Governor John- 
ston, a member of Perry Chapter, was a Past Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Oklahoma. 

The Right Worthy Grand Conductress, Sister Emma 
Viets, Past Grand Matron and a member of the Masonic 
Home Board of Kansas and Amalia Heuhl, Right Worthy 
Associate Grand Conductress were welcomed among many 
visitors. 


Sister Amanda McDaniel (Miss) wanted to adopt some 
System whereby smaller children (4 years being the age 
limit) might be taken care of in the Home but as yet none 
has been found. 


She issued a suggested ceremony for the draping of the 
Atar and Charter which is still in use in some Chapters. 


She issued an emergency call for blankets when a sud- 
den cold spell struck the State; the new Home for the Aged 
being finished the older men and women moved in in the 
fall of 1927 and the new Home was not yet well supplied. 
Soon the response was a shower of blankets exceeding the 
cold weather in its intensity. 


The Worthy Grand Matron at all times stressed the study 
of the Ritualistic work and its symbolism and never ceased 
in creating interest in the Masonic Home and the needs were 
supplied by Chapters donating funds for furnishing or re- 
sponding to requests for articles needed at different times. 


Sister Ida M. Weir (1928-1929) visioned an O.E.S. Semi- 
nary but the Grand Chapter doubted the practicability of 
the idea at this time. It had been the custom for many years 
for the Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter to enter the 
Grand Chapter Room dressed in white but Sister Weir intro- 
duced an innovation and her officers were dressed in shades 
of orchid. 


Sister Ida M. Weir was the first Worthy Grand Matron 
to be invited to address the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. in An- 
nual Communications. Being blessed with great oratorical 
ability, this she did much to her credit and to our pride and 
delight. 


Sister Mabel Sherin’s project was the furnishing of the 
parlor of the Administration Building at the Home; she 
placed rugs, piano, furniture, lamps and some very fine 
prints of good oil paintings which beautified the appearance 
of the whole building from the entrance. 


Sister Sherin held a Rainbow Session and the dresses 
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and decorations were of the hues of the Rainbow with pots 
of gold. 


Sister Sherin was a busy person for other than conduct- 
ing the Grand Chapter affairs, visiting seventy Chapters and 
holding thirty-nine Schools of Instruction, she served as 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives at the twelfth 
Session of the State Legislature. She was invited to and at- 
tended a conference for Child Welfare called in the White 
House. 


To Sister E. Agnes Eldred, (1930-1931) came the honor 
of welcoming the Traveling Bible which had served R. T. 
King Chapter in Columbus, Ohio, for more than fifteen hun- 
dred meetings and Brother Waddell, Past Grand Patron, an 
evangelist, conceived the idea of starting this Book on its 
long journey. In 1925 it was used on the Altar at the General 
Grand Chapter in Toronto, Canada. Sister Heinrich carried 
it to ten foreign countries; then it was used at the funeral 
services of Sister Heinrich in China, on board the ship that 
brought her ashes to the United States and again in San 
Francisco. It had been used in eighteen Grand Chapters (this 
in 1932); at the Imperial Shrine meeting; to Lagrange, Ky., 
at the memorial ceremonies of Rob Morris, August 31; and to 
the White House while Calvin Coolidge was President. It 
was to travel for twenty-five more years. 


Sister Eldred, W.G.M.; Brother Renfrew, W.G.P.; and 
Mary Alverson, P.G.M., and Grand Secretary signed the Bibie 
with a bronze Peacock feather pen dipped in a golden ink 
well. 


Sister Blanche Neal was introduced as a member of the 
Distribution Committee of the General Grand Chapter. 


The Grand Chapter appropriated five thousand dollars 
a year until twenty thousand dollars should be paid into the 
Masonic Charity Foundation Fund of the Grand Lodge A.F. 
& A.M. 


Sister Lela Boles, (1931-1932) fell in step with the na- 
-tion which was celebrating the Bi-centennial of the birth of 
George Washington and planned a Colonial Session. The 
Grand Officers were gowned in Colonial Costumes. 

The Most Worthy Grand Matron of the General Grand 
Chapter, Sister Schanbacher was an honored guest and the 
Union Jack was presented along with the other flags as she 
was from Canada. 


A very beautiful tribute to George Washington was given 
by Sister Ida M. Weir. 


OKLAHOMA GRAND MATRONS, 1928-1936 


Amanda E. McDaniel Ida M. Weir Mabel Charles Sherin 
1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 


¥ Ke 


E. Agnes Eldred Lela S. Boles Nyobia Hendricks 
1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 


Bettie A. McGuire Ada Swank Clara Crain 
1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 
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Silver, silver every where that silver could be used was 
in evidence in Sister Nyobia Hendricks’ Session as this was 
the twenty-fifth year of the Grand Chapter of the State of 
Oklahoma. 


During the year it was her sad duty to conduct the fu- 
neral services of Sister Grayce Young, Grand Conductress. 


At this 1934 Session the Grand Chapter issued a war- 
rant for twenty thousand dollars to the Grand Lodge Masonic 
Charity Foundation, fifteen thousand of which was the re- 
mainder of the twenty thousand pledged two years before. 
This was very pleasing to the Worthy Grand Matron whose 
observations at the Masonic Homes and their successes were 
the attainment of happiness of next door neighbors for she 
had the advantage of living in Guthrie. 


The “Bettie and Bill” Session was one of red roses and 
the symbolic meaning “Love.” Sister Bettie McGuire scattered 
roses all through her year exemplifying her motto ‘““Service— 
help to others.” 


Humorous happening are ever prevalent but one of the 
most ironic occurrences during this year was when the 
Worthy Grand Matron called a meeting in the parlors of a 
Funeral Home for a conference with a Chapter as to whether 
they should lose their Charter—but peace and harmony pre- 
vailed and they parted to meet hereafter in their Chapter 
Room. 


It was a pleasure to be in attendance at this Session 
and observe a serious Brother Bill Hickman as he gave his 
report. Bill is the proverbial “Funster” and we enjoy him as 
such but he demonstrated that he could be serious and he 
was intensely active for he visited one hundred and eighteen 
Chapters and initiated one hundred and sixty-two candi- 
dates, helping the Worthy Grand Matron make a record. 


Brother John Hamill, Most Worthy Grand Patron of the 
General Grand Chapter 1934, ushered in a year of “Adahs” 
and “Blues.” We had the Adah Point and Lessons, and we 
had Worthy Grand (Ada Swank) Matron and we had “Blue” 
Schools and “Violet” Schools and with it all there was an 
extension of symbolic ideas possibly not thought of by the 
planners. 


Sister Swank regretted losing the “Mary E. Seaman” 
Grand Matron’s jewel which had been worn by eighteen 
Worthy Grand Matrons since its presentation to the Grand 
Chapter by Sister Seaman in 1917. 
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She attended the General Grand Chapter in Tampa, Flor- 
ida, and reported the changes in the Ritual made at the 
Assembly 1934. 


In 1936 Clara Crain, Worthy Grand Matron, was happy 
to introduce Sister Frances Haun, Most Worthy Grand Ma- 
tron. 


Sister Marion Derr introduced Clara Crain’s Mother, 
Sister Sutter; a sister Rose Amis, who later was to become 
Worthy Grand Matron of Oklahoma; and another Sister Ella 
Todd, later to become Worthy Grand Matron of Colorado. 
Sister Crain was very appreciative of these courtesies to her 
Sisters and her Mother and thanked Sister Derr for her 
thoughtfulness. 


Sister Mamie Lander and_ Sister Olga Philip, Right 
Worthy Grand Trustees of the General Grand Chapter, were 
welcomed. 


It was a happy moment when Sister Grace Marlow 
(1936-1937) was called by the Most Worshipful Grand Mas- 
ter A.F. & A.M. to attend a meeting of the Board of Control 
relative to an offer of the Royal Arch Grand Chapter to erect 
a vocational building on the Masonic Home grounds. The 
idea in consulting the Worthy Grand Matron was to ascer- 
tain the attitude of the Grand Chapter O.E.S. in helping to 
equip this building. The Worthy Grand Matron and her ad- 
visors pledged $5000.00 and when the building was finished 
the actual cost of equipment was $7000.00 but the Worthy 
Grand Matron authorized the payment of same. She felt, and 
quite properly so, that the education of the children at the 
Home was the big project of the Grand Chapter after they 
were housed, clothed and fed. 


When we visit the Print Shop, we are proud that this 
Worthy Grand Matron was willing and ready to help the 
Board of Control to establish the means of the children not 
Only being able to earn monies for a savings account but 
also for them to learn a lucrative trade. 


Sister Madeline B. Conkling, Past Most Worthy Grand 
Matron of the General Grand Chapter, passed to her Eternal 
Rest during this year and she had been such an essential 
part of this Grand Chapter of Oklahoma and a vital part of 
the State in the direction and encouragement of young 
people, that all members of the O.E.S. and her many friends 
were grief stricken when informed that she was gone. 


Quoting the Worthy Grand Matron: “We must continue 
to make our Masonic Homes the strong primary outlet for 
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the Eastern Star goodness that begs for expression in our 
hearts.” (Marlow) 


Brother James Gibson, Past Grand Patron of Missouri, 
was a visitor and addressed this Session telling how he was 
encouraged by and at Sister Ehler’s insistence wrote and pre- 
sented to the General Grand Chapter the optional lecture 
by the Worthy Patron in initiatory work. 


A resolution was presented and approved “That none 
of the Standing Committees in the Grand Chapter shall have 
more than one Brother on it, except the Finance Committee 
which may not have to exceed two Brothers.” 


The 1938 Session of Eula Walker and Walter W. Lynn 
was the Cotton Session and there were bales of cotton, boles 
of cotton, cotton plants, cotton dresses and cotton, cotton 
everywhere for the Worthy Grand Matron came from that 
part of the State where cotton was the principal source of 
revenue. 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron were honored guests along with many others, 
among them Sister Abbie Hanson, Worthy Grand Warder 
and our own Brother Frank A. Derr, Worthy Grand Sentinel. 


The Grand Chapter adopted the system of paying Past 
Grand Matrons’ and Past Grand Patrons’ mileage to Grand 
Chapter Sessions. 


1939—The organization of the Grand Chapter of Indian 
Territory and the opening of Oklahoma Territory for the 
settlement of the white man just fifty years before provided 
Worthy Grand Matron Gertrude Canfield an opportunity to 
satisfy her most imaginative fancies for the colorful open- 
ings with Grand Officers in gold dresses, pages in Spanish 
red; Grand Representatives in white; District Deputies in 
Alice blue and ushers in nile green. Then to give a more His- 
torical touch the Governor of the State gave the introductory 
address. ; 


Many distinguished guests attended: Frank W. Lynn, 
Past Most Worthy Grand Patron; M. Alice Miller, Past Most 
Worthy Grand Matron; Effie Easton, Right Worthy Associate 
Grand Matron; Charles H. Townsend, Right Worthy Asso- 
ciate Grand Patron; Minnie Keyes, Right Worthy Grand Sec- 
retary; Flora E. Campbell, Right Worthy Grand Treasurer, 
numerous Grands and Past Grands of Sister Jurisdictions 
and twenty-two Past Grand Matrons and thirteen Past Grand 
Patrons of Oklahoma, all of whom were welcomed with much 
poetry, songs and stories. A beautiful pageant was given de- 
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picting the Cavalcade of Oklahoma from the time of the ad- 
venturous Coronado to the present, with Coronado, Indian 
dances, Pioneers, Cowboy dances, Pioneer Woman, Sequo- 
yah, Alice Bonecisant Indian Mother, Wiley Post and Will 
Rogers, in living pictures. 


One of the features of entertainment was an illustrated 
talk of the Masonic Homes, the illustrations being moving 
pictures of the members of the Home families and their ac- 
tivities. This being the most emphasized project of the O.E.S. 
of Oklahoma these pictures were very informative and en- 
joyed by all. 

The Grand Matron’s report was concluded in eloquent 
phraseology. 


The International Temple and Educational work were 
stressed by the Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron. 


The 1940 Grand Chapter was the “Garden of Beulah 
Session” and had a Rainbow flavor, for there were “Rainbow 
Decorations,’ marches with “Rainbows ending in Pots of 
Gold.” There were welcomes to “Sun Rays,” “Sunbeams” 
and “Rays of Sunshine.” Anna Smalley, Most Worthy Grand 
Matron, was welcomed and complimented Sister M. Alice 
Miller on her attendance at forthy-three Sessions in Indian 
Territory and Oklahoma. 


The Worthy Grand Matron’s motto was, “I Serve” and 
She stressed “Sunshine, Peace, and Love.” 


Sister Alverson, serving her thirtieth year as Grand Sec- 
retary, announced she was retiring. L. L. Wiles introduced 
a resolution regretting Sister Alverson’s decision to retire 
and making her Secretary Emeritus with a Life salary. Res- 
olution was unanimously adopted. Sister Beulah Malone, the 
retiring Grand Matron, was elected Grand Secretary. 


Sister Grace Goodin followed the precedent of recent 
years and opened her Grand Chapter 1941 with a pageant 
in recognition of her first appointment, depicting Queen 
Esther’s meeting with the King. 


She wrote, talked and instructed Deputies to insist on 
Chapters getting their suspended members to re-instate and 
to push a program of “Building Better Memberships.” 


She was proud to report that eight Hospital Rooms were 
furnished this year through the efforts and contributions of 
members. 


Dr. W. W. Wells, Worthy Grand Patron, said “Let us 
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keep the vision of the founder of this great organization as a 
sacred heritage and in all our deliberations let us be true to 
every friendship, loyal to every trust, faithful to every duty 
and steadfast in our faith to each other.” 


Before another Session of Grand Chapter the World was 
again plunged into war. Sister Juanita Killion used for her 
motto “Let there be light” and instructed her Deputies to 
cultivate the three “C’s,” ‘Courtesy in action, Caution in 
speech and Charity in thought” which was good logic and 
is good advice to every one at all times. 


During the year previous to the entrance into war the 
theme song was “Juanita” complimentary to the Worthy 
Grand Matron Juanita Killion 1941-1942. Again the Worthy 
Grand Matrons were called upon to stress Red Cross work, 
purchase of Bonds and every effort for assistance to the Gov- 
ernment. She refurnished 130 rooms at the Masonic Homes. 


During this year the Worthy Patron, Dr. Yates, of Avant 
Chapter, passed away and he was the only Brother in this 
Chapter. The Worthy Grand Matron gained permission from 
the Most Worthy Grand Matron for the Worthy Grand Pa- 
tron of Oklahoma to preside as Worthy Patron of Avant 
Chapter during the balloting and initiating of three Master 
Masons, thus giving the Chapter the necessary Brother for 
the future transaction of business as prescribed by Ritual 
and Law. 


Sister Erline Lee opened her 1942 Grand Chapter Ses- 
sion amid a profusion of “Mums” of many colors massed in 
huge baskets. These ““Mums” proved to be balls of yarn at- 
tached to wire stems and were later knitted into afghans 
for Government Hospitals. The Red Cross activities reported 
to the Worthy Grand Matron were four hundred and eighty- 
five afghans; hours in the production rooms fifteen thous- 
and four hundred and thirty-two; hours of knitting and 
sewing one hundred forty-nine thousand nine hundred and 
forty-four, besides twenty-seven thousand four hundred and 
seven hours of surgical dressing work. 


She instituted an objective of a “Grand Chapter Endow- 
ment Fund” for our children in the Masonic Home, when 
they reached the age of eighteen and go out to face the world, 
that each one might have at least one hundred dollars 
checked to them as needed to further their education or to 
meet the necessities of life. She asked one cent per week 
per member from every subordinate Chapter and receipts 
totaled $11,822.00. 


OKLAHOMA GRAND MATRONS, 1937-1945 


Grace Marlow Eula H. Walker Gertrude Canfield 
1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 


Grace Goodin Juanita D. Killion 
= 1940-41 1941-42 
tae R.W.A.G. Con. G.G.C. 
1949-52 


Erline Lee Lois Childers Rose Amis 
1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 
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War, war and war casualties were uppermost in the 
minds of all and even the beautiful setting of an “Old Fash- 
ioned Garden” could not dispel the cloud. Sister Lois Chil- 
ders, Worthy Grand Matron, 1944-1945, whose project was 
funds for “Ambulances for Our Soldiers” succeeded in pre- 
senting seventeen Red Cross Ambulances to the Government 
at an actual cost of $26,235.20. 


The Most Worthy Grand Matron was with us and we are 
beginning to think that we may claim Sister Mamie Lander 
as our own; we were glad to have Brother Landeryou, Most 
Worthy Grand Patron, also in attendance. (Oklahomans are 
so proud of their State, their Masonic Homes and their fine 
Grand Chapter that it is difficult to make Sisters and Brothers 
of other Jurisdictions understand that pride; we can’t take 
these things to them and to all visitors we say—“You come, 
you see, we conquer.’’) 


In 1945 Sister Rose Amis, Worthy Grand Matron, could 
only plan activities in accord with Government requests and 
her objectives were Charity and Patriotism, remembering 
Masonic Homes, taking part in Red Cross activities and to 
urge the buying of Government Bonds. 


The Grand Secretary resigned and Sister Ethel Johnston 
was appointed and installed as Grand Secretary. The Grand 
Chapter has elected her to this office at each succeeding 
session. 


It was necessary to postpone the Annual Session as the 
Office of Defense issued a ban on all meetings with an at- 
tendance of more than fifty persons. 


The Schools of Instruction had been held and the ban 
was lifted in time for the Grand Matron to call the Session 
November, 1945. 


In the coming years the question may be asked, “Why 
the ban on travel?” 


We were at war, all trains, buses and public vehicles 
were being used by the War Department for transporting 
troops, arms and ammunition, and gas must be rationed and 
no patriotic citizen would use anything that would otherwise 
be of assistance to the Government. 


War was over and the “Gleaners Session” with Lola 
Chamberlin Worthy Grand Matron, 1945-1946, opened with 
a prayer that Peace would soon reign over all countries and 
a determination to recreate interest and activities in our 
Order. Her desire was to raise a fund by free will offering 
for the purpose of aiding the Masonic Grand Lodge in build- 
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ing a badly needed addition to the Home for the Aged or to 
aid in equipping a Hospital in the building when finished. 
The response was very gratifying as $27,020.00 was donated 
in ten months. The Session in 1946 was dedicated to Sister 
Mary Alverson, Past Grand Matron and Grand Secretary 
Emeritus, for whom the Worthy Grand Matrons’ Chapter 
was named. Every one regretted Sister Alverson was not able 
to be in attendance. 


A pageant “The Gleaner” by Gertrude Canfield was 
given and so impressed the Most Worthy Grand Matron that 
she invited Oklahoma to present it at the General Grand 
Chapter Assembly in Tampa, Florida, November, 1946. The 
Grand Chapter granted the request and voted funds for its 
presentation. 


A very beautiful objective “Friendship” Sister Ted Witt 
promulgated with “Charity, Truth and Loving Kindness” as 
her motto. She stressed the forming of true friendships and 
redecorating and beautifying of Chapter rooms which had 
necessarily been neglected during the war. Instructions to 
the Grand Officers, Committee Members and District Dep- 
uties were to create “Friendship Roads through all Districts” 
and she added a Committee to be known as “Fraternal Ser- 
vice” whose duty it was to render aid to all members in Ok- 
lahoma and many from other Jurisdictions who were ill or 
unfortunate. The Masonic Hospital Service Fund was em- 
phasized making it possible for the Masons to have a co- 
counselor to work with the Masons in Veterans Hospitals, to 
bring comfort and cheer to the Veterans confined in these 
Hospitals. Amount contributed this year $9,000.00. 


Sister Witt attended the General Grand Chapter, saw 
the Oklahomans present “The Gleaners” with much credit, 
receiving many compliments from Delegates representing 
various jurisdictions. She reported the election of Sister 
Juanita Killion as Right Worthy Grand Trustee. She had a 
beautiful setting for her Grand Chapter opening—a huge 
“Friend Ship” with all Grand Officers aboard. 


Evidently, after all the projects of the previous Worthy 
Grand Matrons, Sister Fannie McDowell, 1947-1948, decided 
that the cultivation of the Symbolism of the Elect Lady 
should be applied and emphasized. The Grand Chapter Ses- 
sion was dedicated to the Elect Lady as that was the first 
Grand office she had held. She traveled, she talked, she 
laughed, she told stories and created much good feeling in 
an otherwise nervous tension which is the result of Wars 
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and reconstruction. She emphasized and admonished “Love 
One Another.” 


She and her husband together with Mr. and Mrs. Powell, 
Superintendent at the Home, took the Seniors and Juniors 
of the Home for a vacation in Colorado and visited many 
points of interest. 


She dedicated her Session to “All Mothers” and rec- 
ommended the presentation to all members of the Order who 
had belonged for fifty years a pin designed in the form of 
“the State of Oklahoma” with the “Fifty years a member” 
imprinted in the center. This recommendation was adopted 
by the Grand Chapter. 


In 1949 Sister Erma Rogers selected “Loyalty, Light 
and Joy” for watchwords and throughout all her year she 
stressed “Light” because of her intense belief that Light 
brought Joy, and she even carried it to the extent of having 
neon “Masonic Home” lights placed at the entrance of each 
Home. She honored “Loyalty” by presenting about sixty 
“Fifty-year” pins. 

She recommended the adoption of the General Grand 
Chapter instructions that members with defective eyesight 
may be excused from balloting, attended the General Grand 
Chapter and reported the election of Juanita Killion as Right 
Worthy Associate Grand Conductress, whom she welcomed 
to the Grand Chapter Session among other distinguished 
guests, among whom were Frankland Miles, Most Worthy 
Grand Patron; Mamie Lander, Past Most Worthy Grand Ma- 
tron and Right Worthy Grand Secretary; Florence Plummer, 
Right Worthy Grand Conductress, and many others. 


The Finance Committee recommended that the Educa- 
tional Fund and the Hospital Fund be paid from the Ma- 
sonic Home fund leaving the fifty cents per capita tax in the 
General Fund. 


A great sorrow entered into her duties when with the 
elective Grand Officers and Past Grand Matrons and Past 
Grand Patrons, she was called to conduct the funeral ser- 
vices of Sister M. Alice Miller, Past Grand Matron of Indian 
Territory and Past Most Worthy Grand Matron of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter. Sister Eva Hamilton, Most Worthy 
Grand Matron, attended and paid a loving tribute to Sister 
Miller. 

Sister Bessie Harris had for her motto “In His Name” 
and the Session 1950 was opened with all the pomp and 
ceremony that had marked the Sessions for the past several 
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years. All through the year she stressed “Building Better 
Harmony With More Sincere Kindness” using the initials 
of the Worthy Grand Matron, Bessie B. Harris, and Worthy 
Grand Patron, Melvin S. Kirkendall. 


Among the distinguished guests were Abbie Hanson, 
Most Worthy Grand Matron, who addressed the Session and 
explained one of her projects was helping the Shriners with 
their “Shriners Crippled Children Hospitals.” A goodly 
amount was reported after a free will offering was taken 
and allocated to the Hospital in St. Louis. 


The Committee of the Masonic Hospital Service gave 
their report and closed it with “May our motto always be 
‘Let’s show our Veterans that they didn’t make the sacrifice 
for a bunch of people who don’t care’.” 


After a very beautiful Installation the Grand Chapter 
members were ready and willing to enter “The House of 
Smiles” which Sister Mabel Adkins was sure to build 
through the year 1951 with her motto “Smile While You 
Serve” and her theme song was “Smilin’ Thru” which she 
had emphasized all through the year. 


She welcomed many visitors to her session: Sister Ruth 
Jones, Right Worthy Associate Grand Matron, Juanita Killion, 
Right Worthy Associate Grand Conductress, and many other 
titled members. She planned and executed a “Merry Christ- 
mas” at both Masonic Homes. She had the very sad experi- 
ence of losing her father by death during the year. 


In presenting her report she begins, relative to her of- 
ficial actions, “ ’Tis yours to judge, ’tis mine to know I have 
given my best.” 

A resolution creating a ten cent per capita tax for a 
General Grand Chapter Fund was introduced and adopted, 
the monies to be used by the Worthy Grand Matron for ex- 
penses leading up to and entertaining the General Grand 
Chapter in Oklahoma in 1961, it being hoped that the General 
Grand Chapter will accept Oklahoma Grand Chapter’s in- 
vitation at that time. 

She sponsored a trip through Carlsbad Caverns and 
points of interest farther West for the Senior and Juniors 
of the Masonic Home. She was accompanied by her husband 
and Brother Self, Superintendent of the Homes and his wife. 

There were many beautiful Memorials given by the 
Necrology Committees at the different Sessions. No words 
can convey the beauty and solemnity of these Ceremonies 
with their exquisite music, both instrumental and vocal. 
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Each year since 1947 one of the highlights in the lives 
of the Masonic Home Children, is the long week-ends they 
spend annually at Chamberlin Cove where Sister and Brother 
Chamberlin have established their home on the banks of 
beautiful Grand Lake. Every year the children together with 
their sponsors journey to this quiet retreat and make the 
welkin ring as they roam the woods, fish and swim in the 
lake, go boat-riding and visit the numerous Historical spots 
and industrial centers located in the Northeast part of Okla- 
homa, gathering “chiggers,” “ticks,” “sunburn,” and “stubbed 
toes,” and enjoying every thing that is planned for their 
outing pleasure and adding their love to this childless couple 
who sacrifice so much but deny it isa sacrifice. Sister Cham- 
berlin, Worthy Grand Matron, 1945-1946, and Brofher Leo 
have builded many mountains of love in the memory of these 
children by heeding the admonition “Tf ye have done it to 
the least of these my children ye have done it unto Me.” 


Down through the last seventy-three years of the one 
hundred since the founding of the Order of the Eastern Star, 
Oklahoma has blazed a trail through mud and dust and sand 
and water, on foot, on horseback, by wagon, by buggy, by 
train, by automobile to the air service of the present time, 
battling the elements, hardships and trials, including de- 
pressions, indifference, adversities, subversive forces and 
wars, to the enjoyment of creating, expanding, reconstruct- 
ing and prosperity. 

Many of the Worthy Grand Matrons were handicapped 
but each put forth ideas and efforts to project useful or in- 
spirational co-operation into her years of service and every 
one exemplified her mother love by urging interest, energy 
and love in the help each member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star could give to the Masonic Homes. 


Is this organization a success in Oklahoma? Ask the Of- 
ficers and members of the A.F. and A.M., who have had the 
co-operation of the Wives, Daughters, Mothers, Sisters and 
Widows of Master Masons. Ask the older members of the 
Home Family who spend their last days knowing that some- 
one cares enough to supply love in the form of comfort and 
ease and a cheery word. Ask the hundreds of men and 
women, substantial citizens of today, who admit their in- 
spiration was some member or members of the O.E.S. who 
gave them a smile and a word of encouragement along life’s 
road when the load was heavy. 

Ask the children that are being cared for and educated 
and equipped to fight life’s battles when they reach their 


OKLAHOMA GRAND MATRONS, 1946-1952 


Lola B. Chamberlin Ted Witt 
1945-46 1946-47 


Fannie McDowell 
1947-48 


Se x 


Cora E. Glenn 
1951-52 


Erma E. Rogers 
1948-49 1949-50 


Bessie B. Harris Mabel M. Adkins 
1950-51 
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majority. Ask the fifty and more thousand Sisters and Bro- 
thers, who, by social enjoyment and cheerful championship 
have had dull care lifted from their shoulders. 


Ask those loved ones, left in sorrow and alone, who 
have been gathered in the arms of fraternalism and been 
comforted. 


Everything you see; everything you hear; everything 
you say, you will find has had some bearing on the condi- 
tion of the world. And if you follow in the footsteps of those 
pioneers and leaders of the Order of the Eastern Star this 
world will be a better place in which to live and you will 
be a better member. This is our heritage. This is their bless- 
ing. 
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WORTHY GRAND MATRONS 


A 
Miss Kittie Lee Abercrombie, 
1905-1906 
Mary C. Alverson, 1907-1908 
Rose Amis, 1944-1945 
Mabel Adkins, 1950-1951 
B 
Anna Sevie.r Blackstone, 
1907-1908 
Osa Bruss, 1917-1918 
Lulu O. Botts, 1919-1920 
Lela Boles, 1931-1932 
C 
Miss Malda_ Charles, 
1899 
Emma Cotton, 1903-1904 
Clara Crain, 1935-1936 
Gertrude Canfield, 1938-1939 
Lois Childers, 1943-1944 
Lola Chamberlin, 1945-1946 
D 
Bessie Palmer Dove, 
1913 
Mary L. Duncan, 1913-1914 
Hortense Doye, 1914-1915 
Marion Madsen Derr, 1924- 
1925 


1898- 


1912- 


E 
Mattie Eagleton, 1902-1903 
Lula B. Evans, 1910-1911 
Annette B. Ehler, 1915-1916 
E. Agnes Eldred, 1930-1931 
G 
Grace Goodin, 1940-1941 
Cora E. Glenn, 1951-1952 
H 
Rhoda M. Hunter, 1905-1906 
Gladys Hargis, 1920-1921 
Nyobia Hendricks, 1932-1933 
Bessie B. Harris, 1949-1950 
J 
Joanna Jacobs, 1902-1903 


K 
Juanita D. Killion, 1941-1942 
L 
Ida M. Lewis, 1903-1904 
Zula Lucas, 1906-1907 
Jennie A. Livingstone, 1911- 
1912 
Erline Lee, 1942-1943 
Mc 
Mary McClure, 1889-1891 
Clara McBride, 1891-1893 
Ruth McNeil, 1901-1902 
Elizabeth McWhirter, 
1924 
Miss Amanda McDaniel, 1927- 
1928 
Bettie McGuire, 1933-1934 
Fannie McDowell, 1947-1948 
M 
M. Alice Miller, 1889-1901 
Ada T. Martin, 1908-1910 
Sarah Morris, 1921-1922 
Grace Marlow, 1936-1937 
Beulah Malone, 1939-1940 
N 
Blanche B. Neal, 1922-1923 
Norma L. Norvell, 1925-1926 
Pp 
Carrie Perkins, 1893-1894 
R 
Mary Rogers, 1895-1896 
P.M.L. Ray, 1906-1907 
Erma Rogers, 1948-1949 
S 


1923- 


Rebecca Swain, 1896-1897 

Sallie Scott, 1897-1898 

Bessie C. Sharp, 1904-1905 

Mary E. Seaman, 1916-1917 

Myrtle Frensley Stewart, 
1918-1919 

Mabel Charles Sherin, 1929- 
1930 

Ada Swank, 1934-1935 
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Ww 
Mary Walrond, 1894-1895 Ida M. Weir, 1928-1929 
Ollie Wardwell, 1904-1905 Eula Walker, 1937-1938 
Anna J. Wade, 1908-1909 Ted Witt, 1946-1947 


Dr. Eva Wells, 1926-1927 


GRAND PATRONS OF INDIAN TERRITORY 


John R. Rennie, 1889-90 
Rev. Joseph S. Murrow, 1890-91 
Z. T. Walrond, 1892-93 
Rev. Lewis Byrd, 1893-94 
A. Frank Ross, 1894-95 
Dr. Leo E. Bennett, 1895-97 
Henry Rucker, 1897-98 
W. L. Eagleton, 1898-99 
George W. Cotton, 1899-1900 
Hugo Haas, 1900-01 
Richard W. Choate, 1901-03 
Peter B. Arthur, 1903-04 
Joseph G. Ralls, 1904-05 
Robert L. March, 1905-06 
Dr. C. L. Reeder, 1906-07 
W. L. Curtis, 1907-08 
G. M. Cunningham, 
1908-09 


GRAND PATRONS OF OKLAHOMA TERRITORY 


Thomas Blaise, 1902-03 
Thomas Sanford, 1903-04 
Alfred G. Gray, 1904-05 
Wm. M. Anderson, 1905-06 
A. C. Seely, 1906-07 
Calhoun D. Leach, 1907-08 
William E. Gilpin, 1908-09 


156 LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 
ee nr ee a 


GRAND PATRONS OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


John G. Lindsay, 1909-10 
Wm. G. Bryson, 1910-11 
I. G. H. Hulme, 1911-12 
Wm. J. Schaefer, 1912-13 
Wm. Payne, 1913-14 
D. D. Hoag, 1914-15 
Wm. Crawford, 1915-16 
Dr. D. M. Hailey, 1916-17 
S. W. Hogan, 1917-18 
J. F. Hetherington, 1918-19 
R. N. Livesay, 1919-20 
Frederick Ehler, 1920-21 
Dr. H. A. Wagner, 1921-22 
Dr. B. N. Hope, 1922-23 
A. J. Weir, 1923-24 


Frank E. Collins, 1924-25 
W. Mark Sexson, 1925-26 


James I. Phelps, 1926-27 
A. W. Neal, 1927-28 
L. L. Wiles, 1928-29 
George Rainey, 1929-30 
R. O. Renfrew, 1930-31 
Gould Bryan, 1931-32 
C. D. Walker, 1932-33 
W. W. Hickman, 1933-34 
Dr. C. J. Lee, 1934-35 
Frank A. Derr, 1935-36 
Walter Abernathy, 1936-37 
Walter Lynn, 1937-38 
R. B. Mitchell, 1938-1939 
Harold Swaim, 1939-40 


Dr. W. W. Wells, 1940-41 
Dr. Leonard C. Williams, 1941-42 


Dave H. Wilson, 1942-43 
Bert Lawton, 1943-44 
Alvin S. Kruse, 1944-45 
Ray K. Babb, 1945-46 
Bert Harris, 1946-47 
J. T. Tresner, 1947-48 
Sam S. Gill, 1948-49 
M. S. Kirkendall, 1949-50 
Stanley V. Killion, 1950-51 
Harold P. Cook, 1951-52 


MARY CRAIG ALVERSON, P.G.M. 
Grand Secretary, 1910-1940 
Grand Secretary Emeritus, 1940-1950 
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MARY CRAIG ALVERSON 


PPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE in so many fields comes to 
few. And fewer are those who are able to recognize 
their opportunities and to translate them into constructive 
living for the benefit of mankind as did Mary Craig Alverson. 


Born in Charlestown, Illinois, May 20, 1865, Mary Alver- 
son was reared, educated and married in that State. She 
received her education in the public schools and the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 


After five years of teaching, she was married to Hardin 
Alverson and went with him to pioneer in Western Kansas. 
Still following the pioneer spirit, they made the run when 
the Cherokee Outlet in Oklahoma was opened in 1893 and 
drew a homestead near Blackwell, established a home and 
there Mrs. Alverson spent the remainder of her life. 


It was during these years that “Our Mary,” as we lov- 
ingly called her, filled her life to the fullest by giving gener- 
ously of her time, her talents and her means to promote the 
growth and welfare of all worthwhile civic, social, fraternal 
and religious activities of her town, county and state, and 
her influence was felt nationally. 


Mary Alverson loved people and people in turn loved 
her. She was a skilled executive and when she took hold 
of things—ideas, jobs or obligations—they “clicked.” 

She joined the Eastern Star in Western Kansas in No- 
vember, 1891, and served as Worthy Matron of the South 
Haven Chapter. She was instrumental in the organization 
of Chikaskia Chapter at Blackwell, served as its Worthy 
Matron, organized and served as the first president of the 
Past Matrons Club of that Chapter. Her service through the 
years earned for her the title of “Mother of her Chapter” and 
“Mother of District 18.” 


She was the sixth Grand Matron of the Oklahoma Terri- 
tory, serving in 1907-1908. Her love for her work, the high 
regard she had for the Order, and the genuine interest in 
its welfare and prosperity can best be described in the 
following quotation from her response to the welcome from 
Enid to the Oklahoma Territory Grand Chapter in 1907: 
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“Such hearty words of welcome make us feel that we 
are indeed sisters and brothers gathered here for our annual 
reunion. These annual meetings are for the purpose of 
enlarging our views, gaining new ideas in regard to our 
work, and to bring a record of our year’s labor for your 
consideration. 


“We meet to exchange Fraternal Greetings, to renew 
our pledges of fidelity and constancy, to help the weary and 
unfortunate and to encourage those who have sustained re- 
verses in life’s Journey; thus adding strength link by link 
to our perpetual chain. 


“Since the organization of the first Eastern Star Chap- 
ter in Oklahoma we have progressed beyond our most san- 
guine expectations; and we are justly proud of the work 
that has been accomplished. 


“Many changes have taken place, yet the work has gone 
steadily and firmly on, growing stronger and better as we 
have overcome each difficulty. 


“Although our number has increased so rapidly, we 
must remember that it is not in numbers alone that strength 
is found, but in purity of heart and unselfish loyalty to the 
principles and teachings of our Order. Let us be true to 
our principles, true to our obligation and true to ourselves 
and show to the world that we are what we profess to be, 
‘A Band of Sisters and Brothers.’ ” 

Her leadership in political affairs, as well as those fra- 
ternal, gained for her the highest regard of all and afforded 
the opportunity for influence of good in both fields. 


Mrs. Alverson, as Worthy Grand Matron, Order of the 
Eastern Star of the Oklahoma Grand Chapter, was accorded 
a place of honor in the Inaugural Parade and ceremonies of 
the first Governor of the State of Oklahoma in November, 
1907. 


Her Eastern Star horizon widened when she was elected 
Grand Secretary in 1910, which office she held for thirty 
years, and was Grand Secretary Emeritus until her passing 
August 7, 1950. 


During this time she served as a member of the Necrol- 
ogy Committee of the General Grand Chapter 1922-1925, and 
served a term as president of the National Association of 
Eastern Star Grand Secretaries and organized the Secretaries 
Association of Oklahoma, which has become the largest and 
most influential of our Grand Chapter organizations. Mary 
Alverson was a delegate from Oklahoma Grand Chapter to 
every General Grand Chapter Assembly held during these 
thirty years and her Eastern Star activities took her into 
every State in the United States with the exception of Maine. 
She also visited Alaska and Cuba. 
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Through the office of Grand Secretary she was privi- 
leged to give guidance, encouragement, inspiration and help 
to each Worthy Grand Matron with whom she served. This 
valuable assistance was never imposed but always given 
freely on request. The lives of these Worthy Grand Matrons, 
both personal and fraternal, were greatly enriched by this 
association; and those who have not been privileged to have 
had this association have missed more than words can ex- 
press. Her interests were not confined to Eastern Star work 
alone. Mrs. Alverson helped with the organization of the 
Supreme Assembly of the Order of Rainbow for Girls and 
was Supreme Chaplain. She organized the Assembly of 
Rainbow in Blackwell and served as Mother Advisor. 

She organized the first Farm Woman’s Club in Kay 
County; was the chairman of the Red Cross in World War 
I; organized the American Auxiliary at Blackwell and was its 
first president. She held membership and was active in the 


D.A.R., the Delphi and Kensington Clubs of Blackwell. 


Her religious influence was far reaching. When the 
Alversons built their house on the homestead in the Cherokee 
Strip, it served not only as a home, but that first winter 
Sister Alverson taught the children of that school district 
in their day school; and on Sunday she taught Sunday School 
in the living room of her home. 


Her many services to her First Christian Church in Black- 
well are beyond enumeration, not the least of which was 
organizing and teaching the largest Sunday School class in 
Kay County. 


Mary’s home life had its “clouds.” She was widowed 
early in life and her only son failed to regain his health ~ 
after serving with the Army of Occupation in Germany at 
the close of World War I and passed away soon after return- 
ing home, but her mother-daughter companionship with 
Edith formed a beautiful rainbow in the clouds and the 
influence of this good mother is still being felt, for Edith 
(Mrs. Lon T. Fidler) has followed in her mother’s foot- 
steps in a worthwhile work, as she is active in the field of 
the Big Sister Movement in Colorado, also serving on the 
National Board of Directors. 
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One of Mary’s greatest assets was her sense of humor— 
she loved fun and her appreciation of a good joke and the 
ability to tell one to fit any occasion was no small contribu- 
ting factor to her staying young long beyond her years, and 
to the alertness of her mind long after her body was frail. 


“Beautiful life is that whose span 
Is spent in duty to God and man. 
Beautiful calm when the course ts run, 
Beautiful twilight at set of sun. 
Beautiful death with life well done.” 
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PAST GRAND MATRONS DECEASED 

Alverson, Mary (©) 20. 1990 McBrides (lara tess ees 1918 
Botts; Dult(O sae ee 1941 McClure, Mary E. ___ 1923 
Craig, Mrs. Malda Charles, McNeil, Ruth -.... 1920 

Prey Seo es Soak aie 1925 Miller, M. Alice _...........1949 
Choate (See McNeil) Norvell, .Normav.ce oo 1942 
Cottons Emin ad = mice 1950 GePerkinsy Garriexsse.) = 1900 
Doye, Hortense __.___..____. IDS Ray eR Mile eeere, wees 1946 
Duncans*Mary [yee eee 1935 “Roperss=Mary. season 1937 
Eagleton, Mattie 01 1943, Mepcottsoallie ate ere 1932 
Ehler, Annette By == 2 1947, % Sharp, bessie Gamaee ae 1922 
EVans;#Lula bee sees 1933>° 3S wankiAth ae 1943 
Paras iG a dvs tetas 1936 Swain, Rebecca __.._.. 1947 
JACODS su0anna ates ems 1941 | Wade; “Annag 22 eee 1911 
Lewis ldaeM? a ee 1929% = Walrond; ‘Marya =n 1931 
Livingstone, Jennie ____ 192880" Weirlda Mes ee eee 1952 
Lucas eZuliie oes see 1948 


PAST GRAND PATRONS DECEASED 


Anderson, Wm. M. ______ 1930 
Arthur. Petersp a5 ee 1949 
Bennet #heos)* eee 1917 
Blaiseneh toSsiA- eee 1945 
Bryan eGould i. os ace 1950 
BIVSO oo Wilke a secmemene eee 1934 


Byrd, Rev. Lewis B. 
Choate, Richard 


COINS Foran kesecs ok ees 1947 
Cotton, Geo, ee eee 1921 
CrawlOced aw ile 2 eres 1929 
Cunningham, G. M. _____1923 
CUTLIS AW ie UY oe eae 1944 
DerraBran lee 2 oes 1950 
Laglétoniswaekas ee 1926 
Ebter) Bred 22 sega 937 
Gel Din PV ee ee oe 1938 
Gray; “Alfred 45a a1 OTS 
Has; Hug ee eee ae hee 1931 
HaileyADreDsMe2s1 919 
Hetherington, Pa 1937 
Hoag. D2 Dike ies eee ea 1928 


Hope, (Dre eNarese ae 1932 


Hulmesie Gage ose 1920 
each? Ga) sie cae 1909 
March Robiss..en- ee 1920 
MUDrOW 5) ao eee eee 1929 
NG al oA Wai ee ae 1936 
Pavol Weeki ae eee 1919 
PVCI DS JaAScl sy semen 1947 
Rainey, Geo. 3 1940 
Radi se ics Gro see tan erat 1933 
HeedersiDre. Ga lee eee 1926 
Renfrew sR) ees ameee 1950 
Rennie; John sae ee 1906 


Ross, Frank 
Rucker, Henry 


Sanford) 01 sane 1907 
schaeffers Wms 22s.) 1941 
Decly VAG Grey ae ete 1933 
Lrésnerrads sie ee eee 1951 
Wagner, SH Avera 1936 
Walrond. > Acc cue Senta mikes 1914 
Weir, Arthur J. _.____ _. 1924 
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MASONIC HOMES 


“Hunger relieved or nakedness clothed, a smile made to 
play where a teardrop coursed its way, are immortal deeds.” 


S WE THINK about and observe the smooth, well-oiled 

machinery that regulates the Masonic Homes of today, 
it is hard to realize that “sweat, blood and tears” were spent 
in the effort to attain this accomplishment. To have heard 
the impassioned pleas of Grand Masters and financial agents, 
to read of the efforts and hardships of Masonic Lodges and 
Eastern Star Chapters in order to make appreciable donations 
to the funds were heartrending and then to have seen the 
joy and gladness in the faces of those brothers who reported 
that their goal had been reached and the establishment of a 
Home for the Aged and the dependents of their Masonic bro- 
thers was now a reality made one realize that their obliga- 
tions were earnest and sincere. 


At the time of the organization of the Grand Lodge A.F. 
& A.M. in 1873, among the standing committees appointed 
was the Educational Committee and their duty seemed to be 
to report to the Grand Lodge assembled the number of or- 
phan children of Masonic brothers that were being cared for 
by the Subordinate Lodges, and at times this care was sup- 
plemented with funds appropriated by the Grand Lodge. 


At many of the sessions there had been discussions as. 
to the advisability of starting a Masonic Home fund. The 
Educational Committee reported in favor and several Grand 
Masters had made it the paramount issue and had received 
some donations of cash and promises toward a fund, and it 
was at the Grand Lodge session when James A. Scott, as 
Grand Master, urged a more intensive action and reported 
that there was only one thousand dollars in the fund, that 
the Educational Committee made a recommendation: 

First—That some specific amount, to be decided on by 


the Finance Committee at each Annual Communication, be 
set apart, and to be known as the Masonic Home Fund. 


164 LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 


Second—tThat this fund so appropriated be placed im- 
mediately after the adjournment of the Grand Lodge into 
the hands of three Trustees, who will have authority to loan 
it out from year to year, thereby securing interest thereon. 


Third—That these Trustees shall consist of the Grand 
Master, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer of the Grand 
Lodge, and they shall be required at each Annual Communi- 
cation to make a detailed report of the funds in trust, and 
what disposition they have made of the same to secure in- 
terest on the accrued funds. 


Fourth—That these Trustees be hereby directed to take 
charge of the funds theretofore collected, and to add the 
same to the amount which shall be appropriated by this 
present Grand Lodge. 

Respectfully submitted, 


E. HAMILTON 

JOHN D. SEAMAN 

F. H. NASH 
Committee on Education 


The resolution was “heartily adopted.” 


This was the beginning of the Masonic Home Fund 
which has developed into the Masonic Homes, of which all 
Masons and members of the Eastern Star are so proud. 


Even with so enthusiastic a beginning the fund did not 
accumulate very fast, and in 1900 a resolution was offered: 
“That Brother Henry M. Furman be appointed Financial 
Agent for the Orphans Home Fund in the Indian Territory, 
and that he be empowered to appoint such assistants as he 
may deem necessary, and that he and his assistants be em- 


powered to travel and solicit funds from the Brethren of 
the Indian Territory and elsewhere.” 


The following year Brother Furman reported his ac- 
tivities and said: 
“IT am unalterably opposed to any attempt at taxation 


as has been suggested. Let this be a free will offering, a 
labor of love.” 


This suggestion by Brother Furman was overridden at 
the session in 1902 over which he presided as Grand Mas- 
ter, for the Grand Lodge appropriated 25 per cent of the 
receipts. Together with the collection received, the total 
fund amounted to $16,650.00, plus. Brother Furman made 
a promise to give five years of his time to raising the Ma- 
sonic Home Fund to $50,000. 

Brother Furman visited a number of Lodges and was 
quite successful. 


The Grand Masters sent appealing letters to the Subordi- 


nate Lodges and several Grand Masters donated the $50.00 
which was appropriated each year for a Past Grand Master’s 
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Jewel; the Grand Representative of New York sent in a 
check; a member in Texas made a nice donation; one Grand 
Master refrained from visiting Lodges and said “the monies 
that would have necessarily been used in making those offi- 
cial visits, will bring better and more permanent results in 
stone and mortar, applied to a Masonic Orphans’ Home.” 


Brother Furman was complimented by the Grand Mas- 
ters and in his report to the Grand Lodge in 1905, he lists 
every amount donated, with the name of the individual 
donor, which amounted to $19,611.30. 


Statistics are usually rather dry reading, but howe as 
worth while reading the names of the individuals, the 
Lodges, the Eastern Star Chapters, Royal Arch Chapters; 
even two small Indian boys who worked to earn the money 
that they might make a donation of fifty cents each to this 
fund. We felt we could not include these 600 names. 


He continued his report: 


“There is now in the hands of your Trustees over $51,- 
000 in cash ir our Orphans Home Fund. This money, with 
the exception of three items, which were sent in without 
solicitation . . . has been collected in Indian Territory. 
Brother A. J. Brown, a Seminole Indian of Wewoka, Indian 
Territory, has the honor of holding the first official receipt. 
It is dated August 15, 1900, and is for 510.00. 


“The Financial Agent will always regard it*as_ the 
highest honor of his life that he has been permitted to work 
with and for such liberal-handed and noble-hearted Breth- 
ren... . In order that the truth may be known and _ justice 
may be done, your Financial Agent desires to state that the 
idea entertained by some that he originated the plan 
which has proved so successful, is erroneous. That honor 
belongs to Brother John D. Seaman of Tulsa. It was his wise 
forethought and counsel that inaugurated our present plan 
and gave it life and strength. Your Financial Agent was 
not placed in charge of this work until after the plans were 
fully matured. Leon Lodge . .. thirty-five miles from a 
railroad . . . with only twenty-nine members was the first 
Lodge to give one hundred dollars; Tishomingo Lodge, 
although burned out, gave four hundred and eleven dollars. 


“Your Financial Agent desires to return heartfelt thanks 
and make the most public recognition of the services ren- 
dered by Brother C. L. Reeder and that noble band of 
Brethren who constitute Tulsa Lodge. They gave twice as 
much as any other Lodge, and this speaks more eloquently 
for their devotion to Masonic principles than language can 
express. We are proud of our Tulsa Brethren and of that 
Prince among Masons, Brother C. L. Reeder.” 


He speaks of the Reverend J. S. Murrow in most ad- 
miring and respectful phrases: 
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“His wise Counsel and words of loving encouragement 
have been a constant source of strength and _ inspiration. 
Why should his name be called? It is on your lips just 
as love for him is in your hearts. Brethren. many of you 
do not know how much we are indebted to our faithful 
Shepherd and Grand Old Patriarch, Brother J. S. Murrow, 
the Father of Free Masonry in Indian Territory. 

“Because special mention has been made of some Breth- 
ren and some Lodges, none must think that your Financial 
Agent has overlooked and does not appreciate all of the 
assistance he has received.” : 

Judge Furman gives an eloquent closing to his report: 

“We have not done this for our self-aggrandizement. 
We have been prompted by an earest desire and determina- 
tion to rescue the helpless and worthy orphans of our dead 
Brethren from lives of ignorance, of suffering and perhaps 
crime. We will give them a home in fact as well as in 
name. We will clothe their bodies, and educate them and 
prepare them to fight the battle of life and do all within 
our power to make them intelligent, self-supporting, and 
therefore self-respecting, humanity-loving and God-fearing 
men and women. Let us remember that as we do these 
things we are initiating the Divine example and to this 
extent we will approximate the Divine Character. No won- 
der, my brethren, that the blessings of God have been upon 
our work. Without His aid we could never have accom- 
plished it.” 


Now that the Fund had been provided, the Grand Lodge 
A.F.& A.M. of Indian Territory, August 14, 1907, voted for 
the establishment of a temporary Masonic Home. They ap- 
pointed four members from that body and asked that one 
member be selected by this Grand Chapter to constitute a 
Board of Control and Sister Emma Telle of Atoka was elected. 


This temporary Home was located-in Atoka in a build- 
ing which had served a like purpose as the Murrow Orphan 
Home for Indian Children. The city of Atoka agreed to 
furnish free water and to allow the children to attend the 
Public Schools. The building was rented to the Masonic 
Grand Lodge for fifty dollars per month, twenty-five of 
which was to be spent in repairs and the other twenty-five 
was to be paid by the Commercial Club of Atoka. The 
building was of sufficient capacity to accommodate eighty- 
five children and ten aged persons and the number of em- 
ployees necessary. The Order of Eastern Star of Indian 
Territory had accumulated a sum of $1,215.90 for furnishing 
a Home and it was thought this furniture could be used in 
the permanent Home when it was established. 


The object in establishing this temporary Home seemed 
necessary, as there were about seventy-five children that 
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needed a Home, and the Grand Lodge felt that until the 
Statehood question was settled, no permanent plans should 
be made. 


Sister Lucas, Grand Matron, expressed for the Grand 
Chapter the profound appreciation felt at the official recog- 
nition by the Grand Lodge, asking that an O.E.S. member 
be on the Board of Control, although we understand there 
had been a discussion in the Grand Lodge as to the advisa- 
bility of appointing a woman on a Grand Lodge Committee 
when they didn’t admit women to that organization. It was 
finally settled by having the Sister on the Committee in an 
advisory capacity. 

The temporary Home was opened January 1, 1908, with 
eighteen children, but this number increased to thirty-two 
soon after. 


When the Chapters of Oklahoma Territory withdrew 
from the Grand Chapter of Indian Territory and were organ- 
ized into a Grand Chapter, they immediately appointed a 
Financial Agent for raising a Masonic Home Fund, and Bro- 
ther W. L. Eagleton acted in this position. The Chapters in 
Oklahoma Territory had been donating to a Masonic Home 
Fund, even before they withdrew from the Grand Chapter 
of Indian Territory. They had kept their funds separate 
until the question of statehood was settled. When the Grand 
Chapter of Oklahoma was organized they joined with the 
Masons from the Oklahoma Territory to match dollar for 
dollar should the Territories be admitted as one State. 
Brother Eagleton, who had been one of the forceful per- 
sonalities in this movement when he had belonged in Indian 
Territory, made an effort to raise $50,000 for the time it 
would be needed. They made special assessments and, 
although it seemed impossible, they reached their goal. 


At the time of the amalgamation the Grand Lodge of 
Indian Territory had accumulated $61,000 and the Oklahoma 
Territory Grand Lodge $52,000. This fund was supplemented 
-ach year by an approprtation from the Grand Lodge. 


The temporary Home was maintained in Atoka until 
May, 1910, when the Grand Lodge acquired the Indian Res- 
ervation School and Agency near El] Reno known as Darling- 
ton. On the recommendation of the Indian Bureau, Con- 
sress voted the abandonment and sale of the property which 
had been established for the benefit of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Indians. An option had been given to El Reno 
Which later surrendered its rights to the Grand Lodge, and 
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through the efforts of H. L. Muldrow, Grand Master, induced 
Congress to approve of the transactions at the cost of $73.,- 
882.00, the appraised value of the 634-plus acres. 


This seemingly was an ideal situation for a Masonic 
Home and the Masonic Grand Lodge spent many thousands 
of dollars for repairs and improvements. 


The Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, built a 
Chapel for religious and auditorium purposes at a cost of 
over $13,000 and, after its completion, supplied the services 
of a resident Minister, who also was Boy Scout Master and 
director of juvenile activities. 

The officers of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. were in- 
Stalled in this Chapel in 1916 when Brother Weir was in- 
stalled as Grand Master. 


A few years later Brother and Sister Weir were selected 
as superintendents of the Home. Although Darlington was 
ideal in many ways, it was too isolated for the rearing of 
children as time proved it was an expensive experiment, and 
required too much time and attention of experienced Bro- 
thers in the many phases of managing a farm. 


In 1918 a movement was started in the Grand Lodge 
A.F. & A.M. to dispose of the farm and locate the Home in 
some community where the children would have the advan- 
tages of association with others of their age and environ- 
ment. 


Proposals were submitted by several cities and Guthrie 
was chosen, and through the courtesy and assistance of the 
Scottish Rite Consistory at Guthrie, twenty-eight and one- 
half acres in the north part of the city were secured, and 
architects were employed to draw plans and list specifica- 
tions. The proposition was financed by the sale of bonds 
to the Masonic Lodges, Eastern Star Chapters and individ- 
uals. 


The Scottish Rite Consistory of Guthrie, having acquired 
the abandoned State Capitol Building, offered the Grand 
Lodge the use of the dormitory for the use of the Home fam- 
ily during the building of the Home, in order that the chil- 
dren might enter the school at the beginning of the school 
year. The Home family was moved to Guthrie September 9, 
1922, by interurban cars from El Reno and arrived in time 
for the evening meal which had been prepared and served 
by the Guthrie Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star. 


In these moves of the Masonic Home families from Atoka 
to El Reno, from El] Reno to Guthrie, the members of the 
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Eastern Star proved their worth as helpers to the Masonic 
Grand Lodge by preparing and serving the departing meals 
and the meals on arrival. 


The cornerstone of the Masonic Home in Guthrie was 
laid February 28, 1923, and the name of Sister M. Alice Miller 
appears on this cornerstone. This is a fitting tribute to 
Sister Miller, for up to the time of the laying of this corner- 
stone and a few years later, Sister Miller served eighteen 
and one-half years on the Board of Control and, from their 
reports, rendered valuable service. She was elected from 
the Board of Control to the Masonic Charity Foundation. 


The Home was finished and the members of the Masonic 
Home family moved in October, 1923. 


The lives of the children were filled with more and 
broader vision in Guthrie than could have been possible in 
Darlington. The better school facilities, musical advantages, 
Church and Masonic environment contributed much to the 
upbuilding of the character of the children. 


The Masonic Home is Colonial in architecture and has 
a central Administration Building resembling Old Indepen- 
dence Hall in Philadelphia. In this building are located 
the superintendent’s offices, parlors, library, dining room 
and kitchens on the first floor, with a well-equipped gym- 
nasium and swimming pool in the basement. The second 
floor has the superintendent’s living rooms, a recital hall, 
practice rooms and guest rooms. The third floor is planned 
in such a way that it may be used for an isolation ward 
should an epidemic occur. 


East of the Administration Building are two dormitories 
for girls and on the west are two dormitories for the boys. 
All buildings are of red brick with stone trim, and all are 
connected with enclosed corridors. More than 150 children 
may be taken care of, together with their matrons, super- 
visors and other persons employed as are necessary for the 
operation of the Home. The older children each has his own 
room and the smaller ones are in wards. They attend the 
public schools and are usually accredited with high ratings. 
They receive training in the development of any special 
talent and, after finishing high school, are assisted in further 
training by Masonic Lodges, Eastern Star Chapters, and 
other Masonic bodies, together with a revolving Educational 
Fund. The superintendent keeps in contact with them, ad- 
vising and helping financially, if necessary, until they be- 
come self-supporting. 
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The Home trains the children in different arts and 
sciences and trades, such as cleaning, shoe repairing, do- 
mestic science, nursing, music, stenography and teaching. 
In 1937, the Royal Arch Grand Chapter built a fine brick 
building west of the boys’ dormitory to be used for a print 
shop, and it was fully equipped as such. Nearly all types 
of the printing trade are being done except book binding. 
The printing of Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. 
and the Eastern Star Grand Chapter and many kinds of job 
printing as well as “The Oklahoma Mason,” the official 
organ of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M., which is published 
monthly, is done by the Print Shop. 


Boys taking advantage of this educational facility are 
most fortunate in finding well paying positions after leaving 
the Home. 


The Home for the Aged was built east of the Masonic 
Temple in downtown Guthrie. This is a _ six-storied red 
brick building and accommodates about one hundred aged 
guests, with one floor being used for hospital and one floor 
for convalescent patients. 


The elder guests each has his or her own room, together 
with sun parlors, library, elevator service, a beauty parlor. 
They live as they would in their own homes with the ex- 
ception of a community dining room. 


The Home is only three blocks from the business center 
of the city, which makes it easily accessible for shopping, 
picture shows, etc. Both the aged and children attend the 
Church of their choice and are encouraged to be interested 
and active in religious, cultural and civic activities. 


The citizens of Guthrie are very thoughtful and cour- 
teous to the aged and children and are responsible for many 
contributions to their welfare and happiness. 


The properties, buildings and equipment of both Homes 
are valued at approximately 31,000,000.00. 


In 1930 the Masonic Fraternities created the Masonic 
Charity Foundation of Oklahoma and it was incorporated 
under perpetual charter under the laws of Oklahoma. It is 
the holding body for the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Gkla- 
homa and is composed of a Board of Directors of fifteen 
members elected by the Grand Lodge, one each from the 
Oklahoma Consistory of Guthrie, Indian Consistory of Mc- 
Alester, Grand Chapter Royal Arch, Grand Council Royal 
and Select Masters, Grand Commandery Knights Templar 
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and Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star, with advisory 
directors from each of the last six named organizations. 


It has full control of and its purpose is for perpetual 
existence by receiving contributions of cash, trust funds, 
properties and royalties for an endowment, the interest of 
which will be used for expansion, replacement and repairs 
of the Masonic Homes and the care of unfortunate Masons 
and their families. 


The Board of Directors have set their goal for a perma- 
nent endowment of $5,000,000.00. 


Through the instrumentality of the Masonic Charity 
Foundation of Oklahoma, Freemasonry is endeavoring to 
discharge its human responsibilities to both our children 
facing the sunrise, and our aged facing the sunset of life. 


Of the Masonic leaders who were so interested in the 
movement for establishing the Masonic Home, only Father 
Murrow lived to see the materialization of their ideas. How 
appropriate this was, as all through Father Murrow’s minis- 
terial and fraternal service, his main interest was a Home 
for Orphan Children. 


: MASONIC CHILDRENS HOME, GUTHRIE, OKLAHOMA 


MASONIC HOME FOR AGED, GUTHRIE, OKLAHOMA 
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SYMBOLISM 


ip THE STUDY of symbolism, we find it much older than 
any printed page. It is an ancient method for teaching, 
and the means whereby much knowledge is gained. Some 
there are who deny any symbolism in the Order of Eastern 
Star, but if you give it some thought, you will agree that al- 
most all of it is symbolic. According to the lexicographers, 
a symbol “is an emblem or sign resembling something else; 
type; mark or character used as an abbreviation;” an emblem 
“is a symbolical figure or design; a visible sign of an idea; 
figure, image, symbol.” 
Symbolism in the work of Eastern Star is so extensive 
that one cannot help but realize that the deeper one goes 
into it the more there is to find of interest. 


Much of the’ symbolism of early Christians could be 
traced back to pagan sources. Symbols are not always easily 
understood because they are mysterious, and many fraternal 
societies have their meanings reveal eternal truths with 
vitalized spirituality. Since the Eastern Star is a Christian 
organization, being founded on the Holy Scripture, its. 
teachings are all found in the Bible. 


Every Eastern Star should be familiar with the esoteric 
work and every symbolic meaning is useful in understanding 
it. You will find a satisfaction in the study of this work, as 
Opening of Chapter, Initiation, Business Affairs and Closing. 
Our Teachings, our Obligation, and our Laws will mean just 
what we make them mean and we must study to thoroughly 
understand them. If we study our Ritual it will make us 
better, wiser and happier. We should love and cherish our 
membership in the Order because it teaches morality, virtue, 
economy, charity and justice. It is elevating, educational, 
entertaining and gives us a spiritual uplift. Our Ritual is 
merely an outline for study and as symbolism is as varied 
as there are individual ideas, much knowledge and pleasure 
may be gained in this exchange of ideas. (Seaman) 


There is nothing original in symbolism for it comes to 
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us from ancient times, and it remains only for us to apply it 
to our present needs. Study your Bible and you find it; study 
mythology and it is there; study the literature of any race 
and it is there. We have very few books or writings on Sym- 
bolism as applied to Eastern Star. 


The gavel borrows its name from its original shape, 
being that of the gable end of a house. The word comes from 
a German word meaning summit, top, peak. So we arrive at 
the reason for the gavel being the instrument of authority 
and used only by our Worthy Matron, who has reached the 
summit of official duties in our Subordinate Chapters. 


The Altar symbolizes God’s presence with us. An Altar 
is a structure raised above ground and _ is appropriate to 
some form of worship. Among the ancient peoples, both 
Jews and Gentiles, Altars were of two kinds, for incense and 
sacrifice. The sacrificial Altars were always erected outside 
Temples, and Altars of incense were permitted on the inside. 
Animals were slain and offered on the Altars of sacrifice 
and only bloodless sacrifices and incense burned on the Altar 
of incense. 


Altars were built long before Temples were built. Noah 
is said to have built an Altar as soon as he came from the 
Ark. Our Altar combines the two uses intended for Altars. 
It is an offering of sacrifice because before it we take our 
obligation, pledging to lay aside personal prejudice, dislikes, 
and also pledging our obedience to the laws of our Order, 
and at the same time offering up the purest and highest of 
thoughts as incense to God. The Altar is, therefore, our most 
sacred and Holy place. 


The Book of Laws—Our Bible—is always opened in our 
Chapter room. It always symbolizes the will of God, how- 
ever it may be expressed. In Masonry, what may express to 
any group of men their Holy Book of religion may be substi- 
tuted for the Bible. For instance, in a lodge consisting en- 
tirely of Jews, the Old Testament alone may be placed on the 
Altar. Turkish Masons make use of the Koran; the Brahmin, 
the Vedas. However, in the United States and other Christian 
countries, the Holy Bible is always used and, as Eastern Star 
is entirely a Christian organization, we use only the Bible 
in our Chapter rooms everywhere. The Bible is always 
opened upon our Altar to invite God’s presence with us and 
the closing of the Bible seals the work of the evening. 


Therefore we find a special symbolism for taking the 
obligation before the Open Bible, symbolizing God’s pres- 
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ence with us, with the closed Bible an emblem of secrecy in 
our hands. This should also teach us that matters belonging 
exclusively to the Chapter may be discussed freely after the 
Bible is opened, but when the Bible is closed, the work is 
over and should not be discussed until the Bible is again 
opened upon our Altar. . 


Because the Sun arose in the East the ancient people 
considered the East as a place of light; a place from which 
emanated all good things. We learn that Moses erected 
an Altar in Thanksgiving after the safe passage of his people 
through the Red Sea, and that this Altar faced due East and 
West to commemorate the East Wind which parted the 
waters so he and his followers could pass through. The 
Temple of Jerusalem, built by King Solomon, faced East and 
because of this symbolism carried through Masonry, we too 
face East. 


North has always been considered a place of darkness, 
lighted only by the North Star. Because of this symbolism 
our candidates, as they enter, are faced North, carrying out 
the thought of darkness... In all ancient religions we find 
the people passed around the Altar in the course of the Sun, 
that is, from East by way of South to the West. (Derr) 


The floor plan for the ceremonies of our Order is based 
upon three geometric figures. These three geometric figures 
are the Triangle, the Square and the Circle. 


The Triangle as used by all peoples, has a_ two-fold 
meaning. The Triangle with its apex up is typical of the Trin- 
ity that exists in all religions. In India, China, and Japan 
these three angles represent Brahma, Vishnu and Siva:—The 
Creator, Isis and Horus. And in the Christian Church, the 
Holy Trinity. As a whole it stood for the element of fire and 
spirit, and was composed of the three virtues—Love, Truth 
and Wisdom. The Triangle with its apex downward repre- 
sents the element water and typifies the material world, or 
the three enemies of the soul—the World, the Flesh and the 
Devil, and the three cardinal sins—Envy, Hatred and Malice. 
Two Triangles interlaced is an ancient talisman that has 
been universally used in every religion. It was worn as a 
badge against all casualties, dangers, and mischief, and to 
preserve the wearer from all evil. The Triangles interlaced 
form a pentagon, the geometric figure representing our Laby- 
rinth. It is also the figure of the Signet of King Solomon and 
the form of his seal. Also the Triangle was a sign of silent 
prayer among the early Hebrews. When they were persecuted 
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by the pagans, in whose land they were living, for their re- 
ligious faith, they gave this as a sign to their brethren, when 
in public, so that those who saw them might recognize them 
and worship with them. 


The Square is a rule of right living for all, and is a sym- 
bol of our code of morals. Our movements to and fro in our 
Chapter room are all made on the Square unless otherwise 
noted. (Sherin) North, South, East and West suggested the 
corners of the earth when man believed that the earth was 
square. With observation and increase in knowledge men 
discovered that instead of being square it was a circle, but 
the first meaning of the symbol still remains with us. 


The “Squared Heavens” was the new Jerusalem and so 
the Square means the dimensions of King Solomon’s Temple 
every time it is made... The importance of this symbol is 
pictured in the Old fecranont for the priests wore the Square 
upon their breastplates. Composed of four equal sides its 
symbol is “The Material Universe.” (Slipper) 


The circle has come to us from the Ancients. It has al- 
ways been used to represent that which has neither begin- 
ning nor ending. God himself is symbolized in the Circle. 
We have no record of His beginning, neither do we have 
any intimation that He will ever cease. God will always BE. 
Time is in cycles. Seasons which come from the Infinite and 
extend into the Infinite can be symbolized by the Circle. A 
seal is fashioned in the form of a Circle, and in our cere- 
monies, the Obligation, each Heroine’s Charge and the entire 
Initiation is sealed, so to speak, with a Circle, emphasizing 
that our lessons and vows are not just for the time but for 
eternity. (Sherin) 


Few of our members understand the symbolism and 
true significance of the work. The majority of the Eastern 
Star world has spent its time and energy in giving lectures 
word perfect and its signs and floor work with exaction, 
believing that they had here reached their goal, little realizing 
that this was but the beginning of a wonderful work. From 
years of study and research, we have found that the poOssi- 
bilities of this work are unlimited. We view our Order in the 
light of a great school in which we learn the principles of 
correct living. We find it to contain the science and philos- 
ophy of individual life. The paramount idea gained is that 
through obedience to right and duty in the service of hu- 
manity, we serve continuously the great Love and Intelligence 
that rules and over-rules all. 
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In this perfect service we build with exactness a right 
life. It is a proper development of soul, and as the Master 
gave all of His greatest lessons in the form of parables and 
symbols, so also are the lessons of the Eastern Star. For in- 
stance, the significance of one of our most important sym- 
bols—the Triangle, which occurs in our work so many, 
many times. When the Candidate enters the room... with 
the Associate Conductress and Conductress they stand in a 
Triangle, during the first lecture. When the Candidate and 
Conductress reach the West they stand in the same position. 
When they reach the Altar the manner of holding the Book 
represents the Triangle in the midst of which is the symbol 
of the Great Light. When receiving the lessons at the five 
stations, they continue the Triangular position; so also in 
the East. The salutation sign presents the same figure. The 
jewel of each degree is the emblem of that degree, suspended 
in a triangle, and also the sign that the Sister gave to the 
Great Teacher. If you will notice all of these signs encircle 
the Altar. From this we learn that the Triangle has reference 
to the Deity and its three-fold development, thus showing 
that through all of our work we recognize our dependence 
upon the Divine Guide. There is a limitless material in the 
symbolism of our Order. There is a reason for everything we 
do, no effect without a cause. 


Did it ever occur to you why you turn square corners? 
Why you encircle the Stations; Why you encircle the Laby- 
rinth? Why you do not pass between the Altar and the East? 
What the significance of your initiation is? What a Laby- 
rinth is? And why this symbol is used in our work? And the 
meanings applied to the Triangle by the philosophers of life? 
Did it ever occur to you that we should admit into our Order 
only such persons as are willing and capable of Study; that 
the real purpose of the work is to shed the light of intelli- 
gence through the world? And if we admit people who are 
mentally and spiritually blind, we breed for our Order dis- 
content, envy, jealousy, malice, hatred and all other enemies 
of enlightenment and soul development; that we should 
use every precaution in the selection of the links we admit 
to be welded into a chain of membership, as we know that 


a chain is just as strong as its weakest link. 


There is a harmony between the Old and New Testa- 
ments, our lessons having been gleaned from both and our 
guide, our goal for which we are striving is not the “Star of 
the East,” but that for which it stands. 
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The mechanical construction of our work has been built 
upon a perfect theory of sacred numbers—three, five, seven 
and twelve. The number three has been employed many 
times. We recognize the symbolism of three as standing for 
“the source from which all blessings flow’——the Deity, the 
Godhead, the three-fold divinity of God. 


In the opening, closing and initiatory work of our 
Ritual we find the work of master minds who were careful 
builders and who selected their materials cautiously and 
put them together to form a systematic and harmonious 
whole. Taking the Holy Word for their guide, the space with- 
in the pentagon made by the five points of the Star about our 
Altar is our “holy of holies”; our Altar the Ark of Testi- 
mony; the Holy Word the emblem of the Great Sacrifice, the 
symbol of the light of the World. This is why, as we leave 
that sacred precinct, we keep our faces ever toward that 
great light, which is emblematic of our deep reverence for 
that Supreme sacrifice, emblematic of our desire to recog- 
nize the Higher Power always. Our salutation sign, if pro- 
perly made, is a symbol of a silent praver. 


The Book shall be opened and closed with three motions. 
There are three sides to the sign so much used in our work. 
Our order is dedicated to three purposes. (How many threes, 
how many fives, how many sevens, how many twelves can 
you enumerate?) 


There are seven ties in the Obligation. This Obligation 
contains the essence of true living; it is the very heart and 
soul of our work. Too many of our people do not understand 
the significance of our Obligation. They do not grasp the 
thought that each of the ties in this incomparable vow are 
but symbolic of the life they should live, not only within our 
Order but in their home life, their community, their State 
and their nation. It is the philosophy of correct living. 


An initiation into our Order should be carefully con- 
sidered, as it is an introduction to our work. But let us take 
a more extensive view of this, for when a candidate seeks 
admission into our Order and passes through our degrees, 
it is for him another of “life’s experiences.” In a broader 
sense the whole life of man on earth is an initiation, as it 
consists of the rites, ceremonies, ordeals and _ instruction 
necessary to prepare him for association with his fellow 
man. So has an initiation been everywhere and throughout 
all ages. The life of a man consists of a series of personal 
experiences. Experience is our best teacher. Experience is 


LEGEND OF OKLAHOMA, O.E.S. 183 


our best school. Our initiation into this Order has been 
likened unto the road of life from the cradle to the grave, 
and our candidate the traveler thereon. When the Associate 
Conductress meets the candidate she warns him that “human 
life is a labyrinth through which we all wander blindly and 
too often in ignorance.” A Labyrinth? How many of the 
travelers along this way really know what a labyrinth is, 
why it is so called and where we get our idea for this Word? 
The Great Teacher gave many of His most beautiful thoughts 
in the form of parables. Man has ever loved such emblematic 
teaching. All the greatest lessons of life have been given fo 
us by symbolism, and for symbolism our Labyrinth is the 
greatest of all our work. Go back with me centuries and cen- 
turies and centuries into the mythology of the Greeks, and 
you will find that the word Labyrinth is derived from the 
Greek word “Laura” meaning “many lanes.” ... And the 
first Labyrinth was devised and built by the Athenian archi- 
tect Daedalus, who was exiled from Athens to the Island of 
Crete, and while here King Minos directed him to build an 
abode for the monster Minotaur, out of which he could never 
find his way unaided, as he subsisted upon the flesh of 
human victims. So in the wonderful mind of this great archi- 
tect was devised this structure, which was to be the life 
home of this monster. It was an edifice consisting of num- 
berless winding passages and turnings, opening into one 
another and seeming to have neither beginning nor end. Each 
going onward, backward, always returning unto itself. A 
traveler who attempted to pass through this building with- 
out a guide, might never hope to find his way out, and to add 
to his terrors was the fact that somewhere lurking near was 
this monster, that would eventually devour him. So our road 
of life has been likened unto this, and the evil that besets the 
pathway of the unwary is the monster that is ever ready to 
devour us. And here would our hearts cry out for a guide 
to steer us aright. Milton, Dante, Martin Luther and many 
other distinguished writers believed and taught that at the 
birth of every child a guardian angel was given to guide and 
teach him along the road of life. So following this idea our 
Conductress, who: has often traveled this way before, and 
knowing all the dangers that beset the pathway of the unwary 
through life, acts “as the guardian angel sent by the Divine 
Love to pilot the traveler along the hazy, mazy labyrinth 
of our Star.” 


A door is opened into a dimly lighted room and... the 
traveler is marched around . .. in the broad open aisles of 
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our Chapter room. The way seems easy to him as to a child, 
for this is significant of the childhood of the traveler. When 
he is just becoming accustomed to his surroundings ... the 
ways of the child are no longer possible, but there comes 
instead, the winding, narrow way, and the human soul trust- 
ing to its guide must wander on some distance, leaning not 
unto its own understanding. Here he is met by our Worthy 
Patron who directs the guide to place in his hands that 
emblem of the light of the world, and he then gives to him 
the seven ties that bind. Here the traveler receives the light 
and philosophy of correct living. The light comes on, signifi- 
cant of the fact that our traveler shall walk no more in dark- 
ness... The guide ushers the traveler into the broad and 
casy way again... and they reach the first halting place. 
Here he finds the first obstacle that besets the pathway of 
every individual, that of Obedience. Obedience to filial 
commands, obedience to the will of the Father, even to the 
giving up of life. This pathetic lesson arrests the thought 
and sympathies of our traveler to the extent that when his 
guide urges him onward, again taking up the weird wind- 
ings ... that he has scarcely recovered from philosophizing 
on the first event until he has again been checked at the sta- 
tion of the gleaner. How fitting that just at this time of life 
he should receive this lesson of material sustenance. The 
traveler is impressed with the idea that by gleaning here a 
little and there a little, we may prepare for the infirmities 
of age. She gives us a lesson of industry and faithfulness to 
the demands of honor and justice, while the mother-in-law 
gives us a lesson just the opposite. She had failed to prepare 
for the infirmities of age. The mind of the traveler has been 
' diverted into another channel and his guide directs him on- 
ward. Again he takes up the inevitable path... wondering 
what it means, when he is suddenly brought face to face 
with another lesson—that of the wife. She, who had been 
selected by the King for her great beauty of face and form 
had proved to have a beauty far greater than that. She had 
beauty of soul. Here the traveler learns the lesson of fidelity 
to kindred and friends from the queen who had risked the 
loss of royal favor and life itself to save her people from 
destruction. This act of heroism fills the mind of the traveler 
with ennobling thoughts and he falls into a state of reverie. 
... He has just begun to adjust himself to the thought that 
life is full of lessons, and that there are temptations which 


come to every one, responsibilities which confront them 
which can either be assumed or shunned, but the queen’s 
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triumph becomes his, and he sees the great glory that awaits 
those who have come up out of tribulation, when suddenly 
he is brought face to face with the terrible grief of the sis- 
ter—her bereavement and test of faith at the loss of an only 
brother. The traveler stands aghast. He sees the passing away 
of the loved one, he sees a closed grave; the anguish of the 
grief stricken sister, and he realizes his own inability to 
lighten the burden of her sorrow. For a time no light comes, 
and he no doubt wonders as many have done at times in 
their earthly career; “Is this all of life’ “Is the grave the 
end of all.” Then he sees and hears the great faith of the 
sister, and her faith becomes his, and he catches a glimpse 
of the wonderful vision of life beyond the grave. Then his 
guide, who knows so well the way of the cross, starts our 
traveler on the winding tortuous path yet remaining. But he 
carries with him a mental photograph of another grave, an 
open grave whose occupant has arisen and rolled the heavy 
stone away and he hears the voice of the Great Teacher say, 
“T am the resurrection and the life.” He forgets all else but 
the hope of everlasting life. Behind him lie all other ex- 
periences of his life, with their joys, their discipline, their 
lessons, and their troubled winding ways by which he had 
reached them. Each of these had had its influence upon the 
evolution of his soul. 


He is checked at the last station, where he gets the les- 
son of age.—The Pagan Mother who has spent her entire life 
in the practice of charity, hospitality and benevolence and 
in her more mature years, when she had seen the light from 
the beautiful Star in the East and saw fit to change her re- 
ligious views was subjected to the most bitter persecution, 
which she bore with heroic endurance and despaired not at 
the “final triumph of Truth.” 


The traveler realizes that this is the crowning glory of 
all the lessons in endurance, charity and love. And he is 
again threaded through the winding passages, issues from 
its depths and as he encircles the outside of the labyrinth 
for the last time he looks back over the road he has trodden, 
thinks of the stations along life’s way, and reviews the les- 
sons of each, and he then realizes that each was essential 
to the proper development of his soul. He thinks of the Great 
Light that was in the center of the Labyrinth always, and 
that radiating from this “was the unchanged and. unchange- 
able love.” He thinks of the seven ties that bind as contain- 
ing the philosophy of the individual life. . . The beautiful 
lessons of the labyrinth, with its numberless winding pas- 
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sages in and out and around, certainly are emblematic of the 
turnings in the journey of life. Its various pauses symbolize 
those periods when life’s lessons come to arrest our atten- 
tion for awhile. 

“Let it be our aim to live close to the teachings of these 
beautiful lessons, and when for each of us life’s intricate 
travel is over may we have taken the advice of the Great 
Architect of our earthly labyrinth.” (Annette Ehler) 

Our troubles—they seem to be troubles, but are really 
lessons in the big school of life—are fitting each one of us 
“to go up higher.” Every single experience is an opportunity 
for advancement, whether that experience is difficult or 
otherwise, and instead of chafing over the hard knocks we 
meet, let us rejoice that we have, at any rate, our feet and 
our faces turned towards the Right and are advancing in the 
star light of the Order of Eastern Star toward attainment. 
(Slipper) 
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